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PREACHED ON SUNDAY MORNING, 2<TH APRIL, 1870.

“And my tongue shall speak of thy. righteousness and of thy praise all the day long.”— 
Psalm xxxv. 28.

David was raised up to work out the national and social liberty of 
Israel, and also to establish the worship of God, and to prepare for 
the’ glory that should follow in Solomon’s day. The enemy well 
knew these were the ends for which David was raised up; and 
consequently stirred up the mind, not only of king $aul, but of 
thousands of others who sought to cut David off and prevent his 
working out this freedom, establishing this pure, divine service, and 
preparing for the glory which should follow. Take this view of it, 
and you will understand his intercessions against his enemies; they 
were not enemies in the mere common sense, but in this especial 
sense; so that either they must be defeated and overturned, or else 
the purpose of God in raising up David must be overturned. 
Therefore David prayed against his enemies, and the Lord dealt 
with them as you seesee how the Lord cut off the Philistines, 
the Edomites, Ammonites, Moabites, and others around, that would 
have cut Israel off. Thus David interceded against them. And 
you will see in all the three ends for which David was raised up, 
that he was a beautiful type of the Lord Jesus Christ. The. mission 
of the Saviour was to work out the freedom, the liberty of poor 
sinners; to open the prison doors to them that are bound, to 
proclaim liberty to the captive, the delivering of those that are 
bruised, and also to establish the pure service of God. It is “ not 
in this mountain, nor at Jerusalem,”—not ceremonial; “ but they that 
worship the Lord must worship him in spirit and in truth.” David 
prepared for the glory that was lo follow in Solomon’s day; and 
Christ in his humiliation prepared and did all that that should 
bring about the glory of his exaltation. He was obedient unto
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194 GOOD REASONS.

death ; that is the way he brought about his exaltation, the glory 
that shall shine for ever, eternal salvation, and the eternal glorifica
tion of all for whom he died. “He became obedient unto death. 
Wherefore God hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
above every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in 
that which is to come.”

Our text, I think, contains three things. First, the riqhteoumeu 
of God,—“ My tongue shall speak of thy righteousness.” Secondly, 
the praise of God,—“ and of thy praise.” Thirdly, the continuation 
of the service of God, —“ all the day long.”

First, the righteousness of God. I shall assign three reasons 
for this decision of the Psalmist, “My tongue shall speak of 
thy righteousness; ” and we know how most of us have been 
brought for many years into this decision, and have not 
been and never shall be moved away from it. The first reason 
is this,—because it is by the righteousness of the Lord Jeans 
.Christ that our eternal salvation is as much a matter of right 
as it is a matter of mercy, because the mediatorial work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ makes eternal life and everything that is to be 
enjoyed a matter of right as much as it is a matter of mercy. The 
apostle is very beautiful upon this when he saith, to proclaim this 
substitutional work of Christ, “that God might be just, and the 
justifier of him that believeth.” What does that mean ? Why, 
here is a sinner believes that nothing but the atonement, the blood, 
the redemption, the ransom, the substitution, the sufferings, the 
death and wondrous victory of Christ, can deliver him from the 
wrath to come, that nothing else can form him for heaven, that 
nothing else can give him the victory, that nothing else can really 
and truly bring him to God. The promise is unto faith;—“that 
God might be just, and the justifier of him that believeth.” Now, 
saith the apostle in Romans v., we are “ justified by his* blood.” 
The word “justification” does not always mean what we habitually 
attach to it; it sometimes means exemption from evil. “Justified 
by his blood,’7 that is, as by the paschal lamb the Israelites were 
exempted from the sword, so being justified by his blood means 
that we are exempted from all sin, and guilt, and wrath, curse, 
threatening, danger, and evil, by his precious blood. God is hereby 
just, and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. This is one 
reason, then, why David should make mention of his righteousness; 
and here our confidence is to be; we cannot have too much con
fidence here. The promise is unto faith ; to a poor sinner that has 
nowhere else to go. When the blind man was brought to Christ, 
the Saviour said, “Believest thou oh, what a sweet question! 
—“ believest thou that I am able to do this ? ” You can clearly

would . rt.
U Believest tn 
believest thou 
ness, or exce 
this favour t 
have fallen, a 
with him; a
Nazareth, “ I 
believe ? ” h<
question. “ 
Satan comes 
and tries to 
numerous a 
the question 
great God, : 
just as he ii 
good reasoi 
in yourself 
him; all if 
there. “ T 
found gra< 
him to res 
state of < 
against hi 
does such 
justice as1 
having n 
live as 1
has no r
the thre
no more 
in a way 
than as t 
cleansetl 
live, it is 
when we 
are by € 
rise a lit 
us as w( 
dead to 
we deac 
when C 

' in glor



GOOD REASONS. 195

see that the dear Saviour might easily have put some questions that 
would have sent the man away from him. If he had said, 
« Believest thou that thou art worthy for whom I shall do this ? 
believest thou that thou art by any merit, or goodness, or righteous
ness, or excellency, or works, or doings of thine own, entitled to 
this favour thou art asking ? * the poor man’s countenance would 
have fallen, and he would have gone away and taken his blindness 
with him; and if any one had asked him concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth, “ Doth he receive sinners ? Doth he receive those that 
believe ? ” he would have said, “ No, he doth not.” But mark the 
question. “ Belieyest thou that I am able to do this ? ” When 
Satan comes into the mind sometimes, and stirs up our infidelity, 
and tries to make out that we are too sinful, that our sins are too 
numerous and great for us to have any hope in God, there comes 
the question, “ Believest thou I am able to do this ? ” Hereby the 
great God, in pardoning us, exempting, blessing, and saving us, is as 
just as he is merciful;—“it is God that justifieth.” Is not this one 
good reason for naming the righteousness of Jesus ? Unrighteous 
in yourself, unrighteous in a vast variety of ways, but righteous in 
him; all is square in him, all settled in him, no spot, no wrinkle 
there, “Thus saith the Lord, The people that escaped the sword 
found grace in the wilderness, even Israel, when I went to cause 
him to rest.” And when the Lord brings a sinner into a wilderness 
state of experience, and gives him to see the sword that stands 
against him, then, as the Israelites escaped by the paschal lamb, so 
does such an one escape by the Lord Jesus Christ. We talk of 
justice asking no more, and of Christ being the. end of the law, and 
having magnified the law; but very few of us seem favoured to 
live as though we really believed what was done. The law 
has no more to do with me than as though it did not exist; 
the threatenings of the Bible, in a way of destruction, have 
no more to do with me than as though they did not exist, but only 
in a way of instruction ; and my sins have no more claim upon me 
than as though I had never had a sin ; “ the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin.” According to the way in which most of us 
live, it is almost a pity that Solomon’s Song was ever written. But 
when we are really in our right minds, and recognise really what we 
are by Christ Jesus, and what he is to us and for us, then we can 
rise a little into the liberty of the gospel, and see that sin is dead to 
us as we stand in Christ, and we are dead to that; that the law is 
dead to us, and we dead to that ; that death itself is dead to us, and 
we dead to that ; that hell is dead to us, and we dead to that; and 
when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear 
in glory with him. David knew ten times more of this substitutional



196 GOOD REASONS.

righteousness than I know of it; perhaps some of you may go a 
little further than I do into the matter ; but f do not wonder at hig 
speaking as he doth :—“ My tongue shall speak of thy righteous- 
ness —as though he should say, I disdain the thought of having 
any of mine own ; as he saith in Psalm lxxi., “ I will make mention 
of thy righteousness, even of thine only.” Under these circumstances, 
then, Jesus Christ wrought the work that he wrought in faith ; that 
is, he did it believing that God would be faithful to him, and give 
him all the glory to which that work entitled him. He did the work, 
and believed that the promises God had given him on the ground of 
his doing that work would be fulfilled. I will mention one promise, 
for it nftist be looked at as a promise, though it is the language of 
the Saviour :—“ Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,”—nor did he: 
the Saviour went into the hell of our sins and God’s wrath :—“ thou 
wilt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption,”—nor did he: 
“thou wilt show me the path of life,”—and did he not ?—“in thy 
presence is fulness of joy,”—and did he not come into all this ? and 
is he not enjoying now pleasures for evermore at God’s right hand? 
And just as the Lord dealt with his own dear Son, that substitu
tional work being imputed to the people, he will deal with him that 
believeth. David must have been a firm believer. “That God 
might be just, and the justifier of him that believeth.” Oh this 
mysterious faith, to lay hold of such a righteousness as this, and to 
see that God was faithful,to his dear Son ! He first trusted Christ 
all through the Old Testament age, and saved perhaps millions of 
sinners ; there God the Father was trusting Christ ; and now Christ 
comes and does the work, and trusts God. And as Christ (I almost 
tremble to express the word, but I do it for the sake of the idea)— 
as Christ did not deceive God, but came and did the work, so God 
will not deceive Christ; therefore mercy and truth are met together. 
Only .mind this,—although it is a matter of right as well as mercy, 
still it is a matter of right entirely by the work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It all comes to us in the shape of grace, mercy, and loving- 
kindness. Hence we are said to be justified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. But the Lord has 
so ordered it that he has made it a matter of right that he should be 
our refuge. We are to go to God for refuge, but by this righteous
ness it is right that he should receive us, it is right that he should 
hide us, it is right that he should defend us, it is right that he should 
take care of us ; the Saviour expects it, and the Father hath pro
mised it and undertaken it in the greatness and eternity of his 
wonderful love. God therefore is, as a matter of right by the work 
of Christ, as well as a matter of grace, our refuge and strength, and 
present help in trouble ; no wonder, therefore, the people should say,
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.« We will not fear.” Well, but, David, suppose you rebel to-morrow, 
and sin the next day, and make a stumble the next,—how then? 
Oh, that won’t destroy faith. I am a poor sinner,—every day I feel 
that; but the promise is not to the poor creature that supposes he 
is good in the flesh,—for there always was, and is now, a generation 
pure in their own eyes, but the Holy Ghost saith they are not washed 
from their filthiness. David’s confidence was entirely in Christ. 
There is a river,—what can dry up that river ? there is a city, God 
is in the midst of her, he shall help her, and that right early : the 
heathen may rage, the kingdoms may be moved, but he utters his 
voice, and the earth melteth. It is a blessed theme, this wonderful 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. “ He died, the just for the unjust, 
to bring us to God.” This is one reason why David spoke, and why 
we also speak, of his righteousness. I can hardly enter here into 
the blessedness of the soul as it enters heaven. When you die, you 
leave this world and go to heaven in all the perfection of Christ, the 
Holy Ghost having regenerated the soul and united it to Christ. 
You do not go in your own name, for you are named after him, nor 
in your own righteousness, but in his ; nor in your own holiness, but 
in his ; nor in your own strength, but in his; nor in your own right, 
but in his; nor in anything of your own, but in his goodness. What 
a complete transplantation it is 1 The soul is entirely rooted up, and 
thrown down, and pulled down and destroyed in its old Adam stand
ing; it is brought to stand in Christ Jesus; and saith the apostle, 
* Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we have access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” * <cDo we 
then make void the law? yea, we establish the law.” We glory, 
then, in this eternal righteousness that is in Christ, because by it 
God is just, and the justifier of him that believeth. Hence by this 
righteousness the cause of God is called a righteous cause, in 
the preceding verse “ Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that 
favour my righteous cause.” Bring anything else in to make it 
righteous, and then it is not a righteous cause ; but let the media
torial work of Christ be brought in, then the cause of God is a 
righteous cause. And what does the cause of God mean? Perhaps, 
as they are to shout for joy, and to be glad, that favour his righteous 
cause, I ought to say a word here as to what the cause of God is.

The first principle of the cause of God is salvation. He came to 
seek and to save that which was lost. See the piece of silver ; see 
the lost, or rather the found sheep; see the returning prodigal. 
“Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous 
cause.” Can we look upon this branch of the cause of God without 
rejoicing in the thought that many precious souls within these walls
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shall yet be born of God ; that in years to come’,' when yonr humble 
servant Bhall be on earth no more, these walls may not only still 
resound with the same blessed truths, but that many precious souls 
Bhall here find mercy and salvation ? So that in doing what you 
have done, and still are doing, you are favouring God’s righteous 
cause, the ingathering of precious souls. Christ hath bought them, 
and it is right he shall have them ; he hath loved them, and it is 
right he shall have them ; he hath chosen them, and it is right he 
shall have them ; he hath constituted them one with himself, indis
solubly one, and it is right that he shall have them ; he hath gone 
to prepare mansions for them, and it is right that they shall have 
them. And those that have thus favoured God’s righteous cause, 
when in their right minds, instead of grudging what they have done, 
will say, Thanks to God that he put it into my heart to do it; 
thanks to God for what he has done ; thanks to God for his mercy 
towards me in this matter. I have often thought (for we shall want 
encouragement sometimes, no doubt, in the future) of one of the 
German rulers in Luther’s time when he was dying ; he was very 
distressed in his mind as to what would become of him, fearing he 
should be lost. This same man was at Worms with Luther on that 
tremendous day, and he favoured Luther, sympathized with him, and 
sent him a cup of wine in the evening to his lodgings ; and when he 
came to die, fearing, as I have said, he should be lost, he asked his 
servant to read some portion of the word of God to him ; and he was 
directed to Matthew x., especially the latter part; “ He that re- 
ceiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive 
a righteous man’s reward.” Oh, I did receive Luther, and loved 
him. “ He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall 
receive a prophet’s reward.” Oh, I did receive Luther, and loved 
him. “ And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little 
ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say 
unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.” Oh, I sent poor ex
hausted Luther a cup of wine, and I suppose in substance that’s the 
same ; oh, I can die now ; because he saw his evidences brightened 
that he belonged to the Lord, and so he fell asleep in that peace that 
passeth all understanding. How did he bless the Lord for what he 
had thus done in times past, not in a way of merit, but in a way of 
evidence ! “ Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my
righteous cause.” Ah, ministers that labour in God’s cause are a 
very highly honoured class of men ; deacons that are employed in 
God’s house are a very highly honoured class of men ; members, that 
form a part of the church—at least, that come into the church—are 
a highly honoured class of people ; and so those that do not see their 
way clearly to join, but help forward the cause—they do all they can.
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It is true, then, notwithstanding all the different circumstantials, it 
is true and will be true, “ Happy is the people whose God is the 
Lord,” the people whom he “ hath chosen for his own inheritance.” 
So, then, “ I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine 
only.” “Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my 
righteous cause.” Oh, we ought to do and to suffer anything rather 
than in any way injure the cause of God. He that toucheth the 
people of God toucheth the apple of God’s eye* And this Psalm 
shows that David’s enemies were seeking his destruction. His 
prayers reached the skies with mighty eloquence; his prayers 
reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth in a way that overcame, as 
it were, God himself. “ Thou hast power with God and with men,, 
and hast prevailed.” Some of you that are mothers know the 
power with which the agonizing cries of your infants have come 
when you have recognised in them sickness and pain ; whether it be 
morning or night, you know what power their little voices had over 
you. And so, friends, we are little ;—

.** Great God, how infinite art thou ! 
What worthless worms are we ! ”

Yet the feeble cry of little faith, pleading Jesus’ righteousness^ 
reaches the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, and prevails with an 
almighty power ; for there is an omnipotency in the name of Jesus 
by which the feeblest desire reaches the throne of God; and that 
man, though weak in faith, contracted in knowledge, and ten thou
sand tremblings, doubtings, and fearings, does thereby with infallible 
certainty engage on his behalf the omnipotency, the eternal power, 
of the great God. “ What people hath God so nigh unto them in all 
they call upon him for ?” “Let them shout for joy, and be glad, 
that favour my righteous cause.” So by the work of Christ his 
cause is a righteous cause.

The next reason why the Psalmist would make mention of Christ’s 
righteousness would be because there is no prosperity without it. 
Hence the preceding verse saith, as though it would explain our 
text, “ Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous 
cause: yea, let them say continually, Let the Lord be magnified, 
which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant.” Then saith 
David, “ My tongue shall speak of thy righteousness ; ” why ? Not 
only because it makes our eternal welfare a matter of right as well as 
of mercy, but because prosperity is there ; “ which hath pleasure in 
the prosperity of his servant.” We may take the servant there first 
to mean the Lord Jesus Christ. He was God’s servant; and all the 
servants of God, those that were types of Christ, all showed some 
weakness somewhere or another ; they all had their drawbacks, even 
that great and wonderful man of God, Hlijah, that had such wonder-
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ful power with God. What does the apostle Paul say of him ? He 
accounts for how it was he fled from Jezebel, how it was he mani- 
fested those weaknesses which he did : “Elijah was a roan of like 
passions with ourselves ; ” that is the secret of it all. Not so with 
the Lord Jesus Christ; in his life there was not a drawback. If he 
wanted to preach a sermon, he always preached just such an one as 
he meant to preach j and when he wanted to work a miracle, he 
always succeeded ; there was no failure ; whatever he attempted to do 
he did do, and prospered. It is said that “ a king shall reign and 
prosper.” Go to Deuteronomy xvii., and see how beautifully the 
dear Saviour answers to the king who was to prosper. They were to 
set a king over them whom the Lord their God should choose; not 
one that was not their brother, but one that was their brother, “ one 
from among thy brethren,” Christ Jesus; and he was to continue 
in the commandment of the Lord, that he might prosper, and pro
long his days, he and his children, in the land of Israel. So he has 
done this. “The prosperity of his servantp” let us look at .this 
relatively. Ask a brother how does he get on? Pretty well, by 
faith in Christ Jesus. That is how you prosper. You do not get on 
without that. Give me Christ Jesus; I can do all things through 
Christ which strengthened) me; by him I am sure to prosper; 
by him I am sure to live; by him I am sure to go from 
strength to strength; by him the-light shall shine more and 
more unto the perfect day. Let us prove this. Here is an assembly, 
and what are you ? Why, in your old nature you are infidels, and 
especially are you legalists, every one of you ; you are Arminians, 
that is what you are in your old nature. It is no trouble to convert 
a man to Arminianism, for every man is an Arminian by nature, a 
free wilier and a workmonger by nature. The Wesleyan parson says 
he has converted so many. I don’t see so much in that. The man 
is just what he was before ; he makes a profession now ; but he is 
the same man that he was before ; he has got the same blindness 
and enmity to God’s truth. Now you come to the house of God; 
sometimes thinking, There is nothing forme; I am that hard-hearted, 
wretched, wandering, miserable creature. I cannot think what I have 
come for; I fear I am deluded altogether. If I could but pray and 
love, and stretch, as it were, a pair of good wings, and rise with 
wings as eagles, then I should think there was something for me. Well, 
it is a great mercy to be concerned at all. Perhaps at that very time 
the minister comes, and sets forth the Lord Jesus Christ in what he 
has done ; and you say, What a silly thing I have been!—there is my 
peace,—it is in him; there is my holiness—in him ; there is my 
righteousness—in him ; there is my strength, my confidence, my 
hope, my standing,—in him. Why, these very things I have been

ii
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grieving over, just prepare me for such a Jesus Christ; and I should 
not have liked this sermon half so well if I had not been the poor 
creature that I am. That minister would find it hard work if he 
had to preach to a congregation of Laodiceans, saying they were 

r rich and increased in goods, and had need of nothing, knowing not 
that they were at the same time poor, and blind, and naked, and 
wretched, and miserable. How then are such poor creatures to 
prosper ? By Christ Jesus the Lord ; he is the king that shall 
reign and prosper, and his reign is a reign of grace.

We sometimes sing the words, and I dare to say some of you Pha
risees—some of you may be Pharisees, not only in your old nature, 
but altogether,—if you have your hymn-book open when we come 

> to that part, perhaps you shut your book, and cannot join in it,—
“ Grace reigns to pardon crimson sins; 

It matters not how black their cast; 
And O, my soul, with wonder view, 
For Bins to come here’s pardon too.”

Ah, say you, I cannot sing this; this is a very dangerous sort of 
thing. But if you were convinced of what you really are in your 
olcL nature, you would find nothing else would do. But what will 
people think of me if I hold such a doctrine as that ? If you are 
concerned about your state, it will not be your question what people 
will think of you, but what the Lord thinks of you, what the truth 
thinks of you, and what the word of God says of you ; and the word 
of God declares you as helpless to change your state by your own 
doings as the Ethiopian is to change his own colour or the leopard 
to get rid of his spots ; and you must be indebted to the God of 
grace for that change indicated in the beautiful words of the Church 
when she saith, “ I am black, but comely, 0 ye daughters of Jerusa
lem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon.” Oh the 
mighty change brought about!’s So, then, all prosperity is by the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. Just look at one thing,—it is tangible 
and open to you all, beyond all dispute; there is no room for the 
slightest disputation or argument, or a single word. When the 
Israelites abode faithfully by their covenant, and by their God in 
that covenant, was not their prosperity all but unbounded ? What 
was the good of Sennacherib coming ? He came with a hundred and 
eighty-five thousand men, and if he had brought a hundred and 
eighty-five millions they would have been as a handful of chaff in the 
hands of the great Jehovah. It is a great thing to be kept faithful. 
So with the martyrs of the Old Testament that you read of in 
Hebrews xi.; so with the martyrs of the New Testament dispensa
tion ; they all succeeded and prospered by faith in the finished 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. I will therefore make mention 
of thy righteousness, because therein we shall prosper. I think
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that some of our little causes would prosper more if the people 
would take better care of their minister. I speak now after the 
manner of men. They are very grudging to the minister ; give him 
about nine shillings and threepence three farthings a week ; and 
there is a deacon doles it out to him as though he was a parish boy; 
and there is an old hypocrite there, and another there,—Pharisees— 
make him a present of ten pounds now and then, only they hate the 
truth. I would not make you this present, only I find you are a 
little more moderate than you were. The devil does not mind what 
he pays if he can get rid of the truth. The people of God should 
come forward and say, Let us take our minister out of the hands of 

. those hypocrites, and take care of him, and then he will not have 
this temptation and trial. Ah, when you come to have a.wife and 
family dependent upon you, and one thing and another to try you, it 
is all very easy for others to talk ; let them come into the same 
plight; you hardly know what you would do. There is a good man, 
who has it in his power, and gives nothing ; there is an enemy, who 
has it in his power, and gives what the good man ought to give. I 
know some ministers have been kept in bondage, and wounded, and 
twisted in this way. The people should pluck the minister somehow 
or other out of the hands of these enemies, and set him free; for if 
the minister be not free, the people cannot be free. I am persuaded 
that if there be great joy in a church, it must be just as there was 
great joy in Samaria,—they went and preached Christ unto them, 
and there was great joy in the city ; and Philip preached Jesus to the 
Ethiopian, and he went on his way rejoicing. It is' this that does it. 
Just, therefore, as the Israelites abode by their God, and prospered 
unboundedly, so in abiding by the truth our souls shall prosper. 
When John saw the people of God in his day walking in the truth, 
he said, “ I wish that thou mayest be in health ; ” of course every 
minister sympathizes with the people in every sense, as to the poor 
body, and circumstances, and all the rest. I rejoice to see the people 
of God well in health, and, prospered in circumstances ; there is no 
harm in getting on in the world,—not a bit; get on as fast as 
ever you can;—but John says, “ I wish that thou mayest be in 
health and prosper, even as thy soul prospereth.” Ah, you 
must connect that with another expression,—“ I have no greater 
joy than to hear that my children walk in the truth.” All our pros
perity is by Christ Jesus the Lord ; therefore “ my tongue shall 
speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long.” So, 
then, if we would prosper personally, and would have the Lord on 
our side in every sense, “ seek first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness ; and all these things shall be added.” You must suc
ceed.; there is no fatal failure in faith. You know that little piece

^bi in 55 
d^ rfpe 
d^’ f th

Safl°ur..
Dot 
the 
of *e * 
not;’’ » 
Christie 
form ifc 1 
they ne1 
great mt 
fail, if 5 
troubles 
through 
bonds a
move n 
I my l i 
a drear 
which t 
that I 
I have 
of God.

b( 
as Well

tl»ira r,

ft b

cs



GOOD REASONS. 203

Peo

“"’He, b b”’

and
0 minister somehw 
fet him free; ftr if

I am persuaded 
>e just as there was 
Christ unto them, 
cached Jesus tothe 
s this that does B. 
od, and 
b sh8i;brs

\0>i

i J*
tb.”

r . lorf fi

J- F

of sarcasm which the dear Saviour gives to his disciples upon this 
subject ill the parable of the unfaithful steward ; for the Saviour did 
deal in sarcasms sometimes, the same as the prophets and apostles 
did. The Saviour said, 111 say unto you ”—you see how crafty this 
man of the world was ; how wise this steward was in his own way,— 
“Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness, 
that when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations.’* 
“ But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” So when 
would they fail ? When God failed them, not before. When the 
Saviour sent them, what did he say ? “ Lo, I am with you alway 
not an if, not a but, not a condition in the matter. “ Lo, I am”—, 
the matter is settled, decided—“ with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.” Peter, “ I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not;’” nor did Peter’s faith fail fatally, nor shall the faith of any 
Christian fail fatally : “ He that hath begun the good work will per
form it unto the day of Jesus Christ.” So “ when ye fail;” but then 
they never did fail. The apostle Paul, I was going to say, like a 
great many thousands of others, had enough tribulation to make him 
fail, if anything could ; and yet, after looking round at the many 
troubles he had gone through, and the more he would have to go 
through—for the Holy Ghost bore him witness that in every city 
bonds and afflictions awaited him—he said, “ None of these things 
move me,” that is, not away from God’s truth, “ neither count 
I -my life dear unto myself.” What is this world but a shadow, 
a dream, an empty, show, compared with the bright world to 

.which we go? h Neither count I my life dear unto myself; so 
that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which 
I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God.”

These, then, are two reasons for keeping to Christ’s righteousness; 
first, because by it God is righteous in being all that he is unto us, 
as well as merciful; secondly, because by it we have prosperity; we 
can have it in no other way ; he is the end of our adversity. The 
third reason is that every blessing comes to us by the righteousness 
of Christ. There is not a yea and amen promise in the Bible that 
does not come to us by him ; there is not a blessing in the everlast
ing covenant that does not come to us by him, by faith. The Lord 
enable us to have unbounded confidence in the ability of Christ. 
There are hindrances with us that hinder us from being what we 
would, and from finding God, and coming to God, and from so glori
fying God as we would glorify him ; but then there is nothing that 
can hinder him ; Christ hath taken the hindrances out of the way. 
“ Who art thou, O great mountain ? Before Zerubbabel thou shalt 
become a plain.” The Lord could not justly come to the old cove-
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nant people, when they apostatised, until they returned to him,, 
because that covenant was conditional ; but in Christ Jesus matters 
are very different;—he comes to us independently of what we are, or 
of what we are not. Is it any wonder that David should keep to this 
blessed truth, Beeing that every blessing of the everlasting covenant 
and every promise is by Christ Jesus the Lord ? Another reason 
why he would speak of this righteousness is'because by this work of 
Christ the great God himself is to be our portion for ever, our 
exceeding joy for ever ; by this work of Christ all our springs are in 
God ; by it is our eternal glory ; “ whom he justified, them he also 
glorified.”

Secondly, the praise of God,—“My tongue shall speak of thy 
righteousness, and of thy praise.” The little word “and” in this 
verse, which the grammarians call a conjunction, is in italics, and is 
not in the original; and if we may take the liberty of putting that 
word out, it will read, “ I will make mention of thy righteousness, of 
thy praise; ” then the meaning will be that this righteousness is 
God’s praise. And it is a remarkable thing that David in Psalm lxxi. 
saith, “My mouth shall show forth thy righteousness and thy salva
tion all the day ; for I know not the numbers thereofthe little 
word “ and ” there is also in italics ; and so I should prefer to leave 
that little word out, and then it would be “ My mouth; shall show 
forth thy righteousness, thy salvation, all the day?* That which in 
one clause is called his righteousness is in the other clause called his 
salvation : in entire accordance with Isaiah lxii. 1, “ For Zion’s sake 
will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salva
tion thereof as a lamp that burneth.” So, then, Christ is God’s 
praise. Who are the people that shall praise the Lord acceptably ? 
Jeremiah ix., “ Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let 
the prighty man glory in his might; let not the rich man glory in 
his riches; but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord.” The apostle saith, 
“ God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty.” We must not misunderstand that 
Does it mean that we are to confound the commercial, political, me
chanical, and scientific wisdom of the world ? No. Does it mean 
that we are to confound our kings and rulers, for whom we are com
manded to pray ? It means no such thing. Does it mean that we 
are not at all to respect the bounties of Providence in makiug us 
rich, and so on ? No such thing. Go to Matthew xxiii., and there 
you. get the explanation. See how wisely the Pharisees had coib 
trived, like the Pope, and the priests, to make themselves every tiling.
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