
For the convenience of friend* in the country, three oopiea will be *entt poet 
free, on receipt of three etampe, to be forwarded to Mr. E. Butt, 4, Denmark 
Terrace, Cold Harbour Lane, Camberwell, S.E.; or friend* wiehiny 
them eent weekly will pleaee direct a* above.

THE GOD OF ELIJAH.

A SERMON
PREACHED ON SUNDAY MORNING, Orii JUNE, 18'9,

By MIL JAMES WELLS,
AT TUB KKW BUHRKY TABHUKACLH, WAMHHY HTUBHT.

" The Lord God of Elijah 2 Kings II. 14.

It is indeed true that Elijah had power with God and with mon, and pre­
vailed, as all of the same faith shall, and come also to the same happy end. 
Yet this same Elijah was compassed with the same infirmities as arc tho 
rest of us ; he was by nature what wo all arc, and that difference put 
upon him was by the grace and Spirit of the blessed God. llvnco James, 
to encourage the poor and needy, the trembling and fearful, in prayer to 
God, saith that Elias was a man subject to—not merely the subject of, 
but subject to—like passions, as described in the 7th of llomanM, a law 
in the members, powers in tho members, bringing tho soul into captivity, 
so that we can neither believe, nor pray, nor serve the Lord us wo would ; 
nevertheless he was righteous by faith, and therefore, being righteous by 
faith, and understanding the infinite value of these things, he was earnest 
in them. And so “ the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much but then he must bo a righteous man, that is, a believing 
man. Thousands have lived that wore righteous before they knew 
they were ;—the publican was a righteous man when ho prayed, because 
he was a believing man, though that justification was not as yet mani­
fested to him. And Elijah prayed that tho bottles of heaven might bo 
stayed, and there was no rain, as you are aware, for three years and six 
months ; and again he prayed, and the heavens gavo their rain, and tho 
earth yielded her fruit. Elijah is thus a representation to us of how the 
Lord will deal with his people in all ages. You all know there is very 
much to encourage us in the history of Elijah. What Christian has not 
run through the events of his life, and seen tho Lord there, as represent­
ing to us what lie will do, and how he will interpose on behalf of those 
that have the same faith, and that are walking in the same steps, and that 

long as ho has one upon the earth to love and to care lor. Elisha 
understood this matter, he looked at it; and when ho found Elijah was to 
be taken from him, then came the question, “ Ask what 1 shall do for 
thee.” Elisha thought, and looked about, but ho does not seem for a 
moment to have het Gated. Ah, ho made tho best request that any num 
under the heavens could make M that a double portion of thy spirit bo 
given unto me.” Ah, lot me have even stronger faith, stronger love, and 
if it is the Lord’* will, a greater knowledge; lot mu have an abundant 
portion of I Im same divine grace, the same truth, the same spirit, the same 
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power. Oh, how different this from the man that said, “ Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years ; eat, drink, take thine ease, and be 
merrybut alas,how terrible the disappointment!—“Thou fool, this night 
shall thy soul be required of thee ; then whose shall these things be?” 
But Elisha saw that the truths held in the spirit by Elijah were lasting 
as eternity; he saw that Elijah was formed for God, and formed for 
eternity. And did the Lord grant Elisha’s request ? He did ; but put him 
to a kind of test. Elijah said, “If thou see me when I am taken from 
thee, it shall be so ; but if not, it shall not be so.” It seems a little like 
Naomi advising Ruth and Orpah to go back, and the one w ent back, and 
therefore w as not partaker of the spirit of Naomi, but the other went for­
ward, and therefore became more largely a partaker of the spirit of faith. 
So Elisha here would not leave Elijah, but abode by him to the last 
moment, just the same as all the people of God shall by the truth. And 
then when Elisha comes to Jordan he smites the waters, and says, 
“Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” Now this dividing of the Jordan 
is to represent this blessed truth that while, on the one hand, we shall 
meet w ith many hindrances, many impediments, and it may seem almost 
impossible to go on our way any farmer—yea, we may sink so low that 
our faith and our hope may seem perished from the Lord ;—yet, as the 
Lord made a way for Elisha, so that he went on, just so he will with us. 
It is true, of course, the Holy Spirit inspired Elisha to smite the waters, 
and to seek their parting hither and tnither; the Israelites had divine 
authority for expecting a division of the waters, and their safe transit 
across into the promised land ; Elijah had divine authority for command­
ing the river to be divided, and so had Elisha. Now if you and I were 
travelling in the East, and came to Jordan, and ordered such a thing, we 
should look as wise as Canute did when he commanded the waves of the 
sea to go back, because we have no divine authority for it. Therefore it 
is that whatever we have not divine authority for we cannot succeed in, but 
what w e have divine authority for we can succeed in. We must therefore 
take these things figuratively, as pledges and assurances that the Lord 
will always deal with us as the matter shall require ; so that if our eyes 
are opened, and we really see things in the light of God, we shall often 
see the movements of his providence and his mercy to be as miraculous 
as the dividing of the Jordan, or the many other things which the Lord 
wrought in that day.

Time would fail me, of course, to attempt to set before you this 
morning the whole of that representation of the blessed God, as the God 
of salvation, which we have in the life and destiny of Elijah. There are 
therefore three things I w ill aim at. First, how the Lord makes way for 
the coming in of his salvation. Secondly, the sacrificial character of that 
salvation. Thirdly, the blessing that followed upon that sacrificial salva­
tion.

First, how I he Lord makes way for the coming in of his salvation. Now 
Elijah prayed that there might not be any rain, and his object was to con­
vince the people of the vanity of false gods, to bring them away from all 
error, and to convince them that the God of Israel alone could be the 
remedy ; bo that by this drought and this famine there w as a way made for 
the coming in of that atonement, and that blessing which you read followed 
that atonement. Now these things are easily spiritualized ; we can easily 
understand them as they apply to us spiritually and practically; though the 
first part of my discourse must necessarily be very close and searching; 
because this drought and famine represent that experience that makes w ay 
for the coming in of God’s salvation. We will, then, suppose that this 
drought and famine commenced, an it were, gradually ;—it would be some 
time, as a matter of course, before they felt the full force of it. Just so 
when the Lord intends the salvation of a soul, he creates in that soul a 
discontent w ith its present condition, and that soul begins to say,—Well,
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I have been concerned about thia world,—for we must understand the 
drought and tho famine spiritually;—such an one will say, What have 
I fur eternity ? Is God on my side ? Do I know anything of spiritual 
things? Have I ever really cared for my soul; have I ever really 
prayed to God P And then he finds out spiritually that he is in 
a state of drought and destitution; in a word, to speak as plainly 
as I cau. ho is in trouble about his soul. What will become of my 
soul ? What shall it profit me if I gain the whole world and lose my own 
soul? What can I give in exchange for my soul? I am afraid I have 
no right hope in God, no right confidence in God; I am afraid I have 
been wrong. He comes thus into tribulation, and he feels himself the 
subject spiritually of a drought. He Bays to himself, What has the love 
of God ever been to me? What has the salvation and the true service of 
G >d over been to me ? Why, nothing. He becomes miserable, and his 
sins appear, and bj’ degrees he gets on to say, Well, I have but one 
inheritance to c ill my own, and that is a dreadful one, my sin. I see now 
what a poor creature lam; for this drought and famine represent the 
drying up of all the supposed righteousness, holiness, strength, and 
wisdom of tho creature, xou may conceive how rapidly, in the entire 
absence of rain, the burning sun there would scorch everything and give 
everything a deadly, barren, and desolate appearance. Just so where 
there is conviction of sin ; you are brought somewhat under the scorching 
ihreatenings of God’s word ; at one time you thought you had some holi­
ness, you find out now that your heart is barren and that your soul is as 
a desert, and for the first time in your life you feel the solitude and some­
what of the wretchedness of being without Christ, without God, and 
without hope in the world. It is this that prepares the way for the 
coming in of God’s mercy and salvation. Oh, if I were to throw in, I 
was going to say, a few parenthetical remarks here, whatever you do, 
look well to your downward experience; for be assured of this, if you do 
not receive God’s truth as a matter of necessity, as sure as you 
are here this morning you will some day part with it, and you 
will be lost at last; if you do not receive the testimony of Christ as a 
matter of necessity, feeling that you are that unholy, unrighteous, help­
less, destitute, poor creature, that nothing else can in any way meet your 
necessity, unless you thus receive him, you will cartainly some day part 
with him ; nay, 1 would go on to say that none can rightly receive him 
unless this poverty be felt. I look back at the time when I found out 
by grace what a poor piece of stubble, what a poor autumnal leaf I was; 
and when I found this out, and came to consider—I heard from the pulpit, 
I read it before, but it never’struck me with any particular power,—but 
when the minister took it for his text, his sermon I cannot say entered 
very much into my experience, but the words seemed to astound me as if 
I had never heard them before, but they were of that character, and being 
the words of the apostle Paul, that seemed to carry some encouragement 
with them, I mean where he saith, u O wretched man that I am.” That 
precisely described what my feelings were, just what and where I was. 
And why was he wretched? He tells us that in his flesh dwelt no good 
thing, and according to what he was as a sinner he was wretched; accord­
ing to the demands of the law of God upon him he was wretched, and 
according to his helplessness he waB wretched. Oh, this tribulation is 
what we want in the day in which we live. I would to God I could see 
more of it in the professing world ; I wish I could see more of it 
among ministers and among people in general,—more of this downward 
experience. The advantages of it are wonderful. Oh, how it softens our 
brazen brow, how it breaks the neck of our pride; how it teaches us to 
eiteem others better than ourselvcB ; how it shuts our mouths from boast­
ing, and reproaching others. We feel we have enough to do at home, 
enough in our own hearts daily to send us to everlasting perdition. Let
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us take a consciousness of this with us, we shall then have a stone to 
throw at no one; but each will wonder that ho should be spared to have 
any hope whatever in God’s salvation. Hero then, let the minister pray 
as Elijah did, that the Lord would bring the people under a sight and 
sense of their destitution, helplessness, and wretchedness, hereby to make 
way for the coming in of his salvation. Yon will see how this downward 
experience, connected with what we presently have to advance, destroyed 
all their confidences in false gods in the time of Elijah; and so it is this 
downward experience that destroys our confidence in error. Now T was 
among the Wesleyans. Well, I respoct the Wesleyans, but I can say as 
in the sight of God that I left them because I felt my need of a better 
gospel than they preached; and I should not have left them on that 
ground unless I could have found a better gospel, for they told me there 
wras not a better; but on reading the 54th of Isaiah, I found a better; and 
I found not only the 5tthof Isaiah, but a great many other scriptures con­
tained the better gospel. Then, to show I was not rash, I got next among 
those that wc call duty faith people. Well, there was a little difference, 
but not much; I left them from just the same motive,—I felt my need 
of a better gospel. I usod to say to some of the Wesleyans. If you are 
right, I am a lost man, I have now striven as hard as any man could do 
to get that holiness that you have exhorted mo to get, and that sanctifica­
tion, perfection, and happiness that you have exhorted mo to get, and 
my feelings tell me I am farther off than ever. My heart is a devil of a 
heart, an atheistical, infidel,rebellious heart; it is just like the troubled 
sea, casting up mire and dirt;—I am further off than ever. Well, they 
said they didn’t know what to make of me, and I replied I didn’t know 
what to make of myself, and so we were all at a loss together. But when 
the Lord revealed to me his new and everlasting covenant, the eternal 
settlement of his counsels by the eternal perfection of Christ, oh how 
gladly did T fall in with it! for that was the first time that I felt there 
was a possibility of my being saved. I had said there was no possibility, 
I used to be up at one and two o’clock in the morning reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and the more I read them the more I was confused, until the 
Lord stepped in ; and when I saw the order of his eternal salvation, that 
it was all of grace from first to last, then I thought,—It is possible that 
even a sinner like me can be saved ; and then the Lord came in and made 
it certain, so that I could say he had saved me.

Now this downward experience, then, lays us low. For myself, I 
would give but little for my creed if I hold it as a matter of mere opinion ; 
I would give but little for the great doctrines of grace and the great deci­
sions of the everlasting gospel as far as I am related to them if I hold 
them as mere articles of faith, as mere opinions. I hold them as my meat, my 
drink, iny life, my heavenly panoply; I hold them as representing to me that 
order of things by which a sinner is saved. And I am sure that each that 
knows his own heart, will in a right spirit take to himself the language 
of the apostle, “ This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” 
The Lord God of Elijah, then, is a God that thus brings to light what is in 
our hearts, that every one shall know his own plague and his own sore. Ah, 
when I used to be tried,—tried I am now, and shall be as long as I live, but 
not in the way that I was then, because if I am tried now, though I cannot 
get at the remedy, I know there is a remedy, and I know where the 
remedy is; but then I did not know there was a remedy; those expe­
riences I had seemed so to bear witness against me, and so to demonstrate 
that there never was one with such a heart as mine saved,—I thought, 
everything seemed to tell against me. Little did I think that those trying 
experiences prepared mo for the most hearty, sincere, welcome, abiding, 
and delightful reception of the glorious truths of the everlasting gospel, 
all embodied in the covenant ordered in all things and sure.
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What know we of this spiritual famine, of this spiritual drought. No 
man, however wise or however outwardly good, can make a religion for 
another. “ Ye must,” personally, “ be born again.” You must personally 
know your own plague and your own sore, and judge for yourself independ­
ently, as though there was not another person but yourself upon the face 
of the earth. Such is the teaching of the Lord God of Elijah. He thus 
dries up all our false confidences, all our self-gratulations, brings us 
into a Btate of entire destitution, dries up every particle of hope, and 
leaves us nothing but himself, and that is leaving us everything; leaves us 
nothing but himself by which our needs are to be supplied. Now if any 
of you here this morning have never thus been in trouble, as to whether 
your confidence is right, the Lord bring you into that trouble, for it’s 
essential to your eternal welfare; for unless there be the hunger, you will 
be sent empty away ; unless there bejthe thirst and the poverty, you will be 
sent empty away. There must be this downward experience. “ Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” And then, if 
other people chide* you and dislike you for receiving these eternal tes­
timonies,. you must not take any notice of that;—they are utterly inca­
pable of judging :—the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit, 
he cannot discern them, they are offensive and foolishness to him ; but 
the spiritual man, the man who is thus brought down so low that all his 
false confidences are destroyed, he knows from experience what a sinner 
is, and can understand the mysterious words of Mr. Hart,—

“ A sinner is a sacred thing.”—

That i8,to be conscious of our condition as sinners is a sacred thing: —
“ The Holy Ghost hath made him so.’’

Ah, none but the Lord can bring us into this trouble for our 
eternal welfare. How great the mercy ! And after all, what is this 
trouble in comparison of the trouble of hell ? What is this trouble in com­
parison of eternal condemnation? What is this trouble in comparison of 
the trouble of being lost? What is this trouble in comparison of endless 
anguish, tribulation, and woe? I sometimes wonder that I should servo 
the Lord so coldly as I do when I look at what the Lord has done in 
not only bringing me, but hundreds of you also, into this spiritual 
trouble, and has led us along into a knowledge of the remedy.

Secondly, I notice the sacrificial character of that salvation. I will not 
trouble you with the history about the false prophets, and so on—we will 
go Btraight on with that which immediately concerns us—any further 
than just to observe the mighty difference between the two, a difference 
I will observe presently. Now, Elijah well knew the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and Elijah knew both the covenants in which he stood. He knew that 
he stood in the Jewish covenant, and that therefore he should offer a 
Jewish sacrifice, to typify the Christian sacrifice; and Elijah knew also 
that he stood in the Christian, the new covenant. Elijah well knew that 
the Lord made two covenants with Abraham,—the one in which all the 
families of the earth were to be blessed —there is the new covenant; the 
other, in which he gave him the land of Canaan—there is the Jewish 
covenant, the old covenant. Therefore Elijah oilers this sacrifice as a Jew, 
but at the same time typifying the one great Sacrifice. The scriptures 
arc clear upon thiB. We are charged with absurdly spiritualizing the 
scriptures, but we cannot be wrong in this—namely, in holding that the 
Jewish sacrifice is a type of the sacrifice of Christ. Here, then, is the 
sacrifice. And you must forgive me if I give way to a little sort of 
something that might appear to some, perhaps, fanciful, but I never 
could get it out of my mind; it has always been a comfort to me : when 
this sacrifice was offered, you know connected therewith were the twelve 
stones and twelve barrels of water, and of course the wood, and there 
was also the dust. Now let us look at Elijah here in prayer over the
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matter of this sacrifice; just to show that the Lord will come one of these 
days suddenly to those of you that are seeking him, and will reveal to 
you the acceptance of Christ on your behalf, and thereby reveal to you 
your acceptance. On the one hand there were the worshippers of Baal, 
and they were calling upon Baal five or six hours. You cannot question 
their sincerity, for they lanced and cut themselves till the blood gushed 
out, all to excite the pity of Baal. There they were five or six hours 
going on in this way, until, as you are aware, Elijah, in a very ironical, at 
the same time solemn manner, mocked them in their stupidity and in 
their folly. But let us come to the true God, and apply it to ourselves 
thus :—we are seeking the manifestation of Jesus Christ unto us, and 
those of you that have realized the manifestation of him once to you, you 
nevertheless want new tokens of his favour. Now 1 suppose about two 
minutes would accomplish all that Elijah had to attend to there. Just 
look at his prayer. He had in his prayer a four-fold request, and that 
four-fold request, spiritualizing it, will apply very nicely to us. First, he 
is careful as to the relation in which he calls upon the Lord. “ Lord 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel.” Now he calls upou the Lord in 
this relation for two reasons; first, because as I have said, the Lord had 
made a temporal covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and Elijah 
was about to offer a temporal sacrifice, and therefore calls upon the Lord 
in that relation. Then, secondly, Elijah knew that the Lord had made 
another covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and that they should 
have spiritual descendants, whose number should be as the sands of the 
sea-shore, and for multitude like the stars of the sky. He therefore also 
on this ground, as this sacrifice was a type of Christ, calls upon the Lord 
in that relation. I do not think that we can reflect too deeply or think 
too much upon this matter of the ancients calling upon the Lord in that 
relation—the God of Abraham. Isaac, and Jacob, because it is just the 
same in substance as our calling upon God by Jesus Christ, for Abraham 
•aw Jesus Christ in Melchizedek, and Isaac saw Jesus Christ in the 
substitutional sacrifice that released him, and Jacob saw the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the ladder that reached to heaven. So we have an High Priest 
to perfect us before God, and that same High Priest is our substitute ; 
that same wonderful person is the way to everlasting glory. So Elijah 
calls upon the Lord in this relation, and he makes a four-fold request. 
The first was that it might be known that who was the Lord God of Israel.

Let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel.” Ah, how will you 
apply this to yourself? Thus:—Lord, let it be known this day that thou 
art my God ; let it be known this day that I am a true Israelite; let it be 
known this day that my sins were laid on Jesus, and were put away, his 
death being typified by this sacrifice. And he says, “ And that I am thy 
servant; for it was important the people should be convinced of that—that 
he was G^d’s servant, because then they would pay the more attention to 
him. And we find it so ourselves;—if we hear a man preach, and some 
of you know men that do preach, and you hesitate while you are hearing 
them,—Is that man a regenerated man or is he not? and you come away 
very often unable to decide. You say, If he is a regenerated man, how 
can he talk such legal stuff? and if he be not a regenerated man, how can 
he say such good things as he does Bay sometimes P And so they are a 
sort of nuzzle, and the best way is to leave them. But Elijah rather 
wished the people not to halt between two opinions upon this question :— 
“ Let it be known that I am thy servant.” And then, thirdly, “ that I 
have done all these things at thy word.” This is whut he prayed for. 
And then the fourth request was, “That this people may know that thou 
art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their hearts back again.” 
Now this was his prayer. How is all this to be brought about? And 
you will find if you take your watch out of your pocket and look at it 
while you are reading this prayer it will take you just about half a minute
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to read it. How different that from the five or six hours screaming and 
bawling of thepoor creatures that were led captive by Satan to call upon 
a false god. Here was Elijah, quiet, self-possessed, wise unto salvation, 
approaching the great God ; and see the answer; the fire descended, and 
what did it do? You may think me a little fanciful, but it is something 
that I always have rejoiced in ; many years ago there seemed to me to 
be a great beauty in it, namely, that “ the fire consumed the burnt sacri­
fice j that of course we can understand as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that he was the burnt offering, and that the fire of God’s wrath did, as it 
were, eat him up. He saith in one place, “the zeal of thine house hath 
eaten me upthe fire of God’s wrath did, as it were, eat him up, and 
accepted him, and there the fire ended. But the same fire consumed the 
wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water. I never can 
divest myself of the idea that these things have a meaning, and I never 
can divest myself of the idea that the stones are intended to represent 
our impenitent state by nature. In our state by nature our hearts are 
spoken of as stony hearts, harder than the adamantine stone, in a state 
of impenitence; and God has promised to take away the heart of stone; 
and that unfeeling heart, that heart of stone, that impenitence, that deadly, 
hard, cruel enmity against God’s prophets, God’B Christ, and God’s truth, 
—that was, as far as the people of God are concerned, all consumed when 
Christ died. What a force and a majesty was there in this ! With what 
solemn delight must Elijah have looked on to have seen his prayer thus 
answered 1 And ah, my hearer, is it not so now ? Is not the Lord Jesus 
Christ now sometimes revealed to you with a power that, as the poet says, 
you wonder to feel your own hardness depart ? What a wonderful change 
he works when he takes this hardness away!

“ Law and terrors do but harden, 
All the while tLey work alone, 

But a sense of blood-bought pardon 
Soon disso.ves tie heart of stone/’

And then the wood was consumed also. The wood will represent our 
sins, that would have been fuel for God’s wrath, by which to burn our 
souls to eternity, and yet fuel that could never be consumed, and the 
fire not quenched, the worm dieth not. Ah, wonder of wonders that we 
who are delivered should be, as I have said, so cold towards a God that 
hath delivered us from so great a death. And the dust I take to be our 
mortality. Honour, infinite honour to the dear Bedeemer’s name, that 
when he died the dust of my mortality was taken away, corruption was 
taken away, and incorruption put into the place of it; mortality was 
taken away, and immortality put into its place; weakness was taken away 
and strength put into its place; the dust of death was taken away, and 
majestic and eternal life put into its place. “ And licked up the water.” 
Ah, we all have drunk iniquity like water; iniquity having special refer­
ence to error; and the water was the last that was consumed; and our 
errors in doctrine are generally the last part of the mystery of iniquity 
we get rid of; that sticks to us as long as it possibly can; but the fire 
licked up the wholethere is the completeness of it. Ah, well might 
the people (for Elijah gained his point, though their hearts were turned 
back again only in reformation, 1 grant it was not regeneration, but it 
still shadows forth that which is more vital),—well might the people fall 
on their faces and say, “ The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God ;” or, 
to give the Hebrew there just as it is,—“ Jehovah, he is the Interposer; 
Jehovah, he is the Interposer;”—the self-existent, the eternal, the infinite 
God, he is the Interposer. Elijah knew then, and this is what it is for 
us to know, that God our Father has interposed for us by the gift of his 
dear Son; that Jesus Christ, to re^ue us from danger, has interposed 
his precious blood; and the Holy Spirit interposeth: so that we may 
say, “Jehovah, he is the Interposer; Jehovah he is the Interposer,’ 
between us and our sins, between us and our foes, between us and our
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troubles, between U3 and all our woe. Having, then, such a majestic God 
as this on our side, can our confidence in him be too strong, can our 
faith in him be too great? No, it cannot; he is worthy of more confi­
dence and more love than we can ever show towards his blessed name for 
doing such great things for us.

Now, what can we say to this matter? Because we must die, you 
know, presently ; and, after all, the great concern of life is to know how 
to die; because if we are right for that, we shall be right for living; if 
we are prepared to die the death of the righteous, we are sure to live the 
life of tne righteous, the life of faith in the Son of God. Can we say that 
we know enough of this tribulation, drought, and destitution to make us 
prize the incoming of the sacrificial interposition of the eternal per­
fection of God, and how the Lord, in accepting that sacrifice, has destroyed 
all our sins P It is a sweet thought that as the accompaniments of the 
sacrifice were so entirely independent of man,—destroyed,—so the accom­
paniments of Christ’s sacrifice were our sins, and they were destroyed— 
they are gone. Ah, if you can live and die in the confidence of this, 
there is nothing can yield such happiness, such trust in the Lord our God 
as access to him by that sacrifice where all our sins are destroyed, and 
gone for ever.

Thirdly, notice the blessing that followed upon that sacrificial salvation. 
Elijah, by the acceptance of this sacrifice, had great confidence in God. 
Let us see if we are favoured by the grace of God to imitate him at all 
in this. I will pass by his slaying the prophets, though these same pro­
phets had slain the Lord’s prophets, and Jezebel after this would have 
slain Elijah, but 8he could not. Elijah had great faith, then, in the Lord, 
when he saw the sacrifice accepted. Now come, there are none of you 
doubt that Christ was accepted, do you? No, say you, I am sure he was 
accepted, and I am sure also that all the sins of the people in that ac­
ceptance were destroyed; but I am afraid he will not accept me. Now, 
that depends evidentially upon whether you accept him. If he is ac­
ceptable to you, then the Lord has made him so ; and if you cannot re­
ceive him as your Jesus Christ, but can receive him as the only confidence 
you have, you will not be lost. Mark the great faith of Elijah. He said 
to Ahab directly, “ Get thee up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of 
abundance of rain.” There is confidence. Now you know how to take 
that spiritually. When Jesus Christ died on Calvary’s cross, and said, 
“ It is finished,” that was the sound of abundance of rain; and so on the 
day of Pentecost God showered down such a blessing that there was not 
room enough to receive it; it had to go back again to heaven, some of it; 
for not only their hearts and souls, but the very place where they were 
sitting, was filled with the glory of God. “ ’Tis finished,” said his dying 
breath, and that is the Bound of abundance of rain ; that is the assurance, 
the pledge, of abundance of blessings. So that all the blessings that that 
sacrifice can bring shall be poured down from time to time upon the house 
of Israel, for the Lord will bless his Zion, and there shall be showers of 
blessing; “ the floors Bhall be full of wheat, the fats shall overflow with 
wine and oil, and ye shall eat in plenty, and praise the name of the Lord 
your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you; my people shall never 
be ashamed.” There waB the assurance of abundance of rain. Do you 
think it will come, ElijahP So Elijah went to the top of Carmel, and 
prayed for it. That shows that a Christian man is not a presumptuous 
man ; while he expects the blessing, he seeks for it; he knowB very w’ell 
that the house of prayer is the place where the Lord gives more blessings 
than anywhere else; and therefore he likes to be there. Hence the 
Christian in his right mind is like David. Where is David gone to, 
Jonathan? Why, David said, our family hath a sacrifice in the city, and 
my brother he bath commanded me to be there. So our Brother, our 
Elder Brother, commands us to be in his hquse.
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