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* Aug the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the

midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed
clean ever Jordan.”—Joshua iii. 17.

I hofe | shall not tire your patience by just having a few remarks
more this morning to close what | have to say upon this interesting verse.
I have three more points to set before you. The first is, that of confi-
dence in the midst oftrouble ; they “ stood firm on dry ground in the midst
of Jordan.” Secondly, the way ofprogression,—by the priests bearing the
ark of the covenant of the Lord. Thirdly, thefinal triumph ofevery spi-
ritual, every true Israelite; for all the Israelites passed over on dry ground,
and the priests thus stood still until all were passed clean over Jordan.

First, just a word more, in addition to what we had last Lord's day
morning, upon their confidence in God in the midst of trouble® Observe,
they were standing in the very midst of Jordan; and therefore their
present position, to keep it must be a matter entirely of faith. They
might have put the ark down, and have run backward or forward
out of the bed of the river, and not have retained that position. They
had opportunities to escape; but then the spirit of true faith is to escape
in the right way, not in the wrong. You read of the ancients, that they
had opportunity to return to the country whence they came out, but they
well knew something of the wretchedness of the country they bad left, and
of the blessedness of the country they desired. Now this confidence must
be in the Lord God Almighty by two things. First, by the substitutional
work of Christ. 1T your confidence be in his mediatorial work, atonement,
and righteousness, and by the promise of God that is yea and amen, then
your confidence cannot be wrong, it is sure to be right. There never was
a man or woman either yet rejected by the Lord who placed their confi-
dence in him by the atonement and righteousness of Christ, and by the
promise of God which is yea and amen by Christ Jesus the Lord. Perhaps
you will say, Is there nothing required on my part? Well, the promise
certainly is to character, and to faith, and faith certainly will have works
If it be true faith, for faith without works is dead. But then the kind of
works, and the extent of those works, will depend upon the circumstances
in which you are placed. For instance, the thief on the cross, his faith
seems to have had only two works,—perhaps 1 ought to say three.—let us
say three. In the first place, his faith made the Saviour his way of confi-
dence ; he appealed to Jesus Christ, that was his way of confidence.
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That ifl one work, we will Ray, of faith,—to renounce all other confi lenrc,
and let Christ be your confidence. The second work of faith there was
that of testimony. He said to bis fellow-thief, * Dost thou not fear (rod,
seeing we are in the same condemnation, and we indeed justly, hut this
man hath done nothing amiss.” Sowhero there is true faith there will he
a testimony for Christ. Then the next work was that of prayer. lienee
we read of the prayer of faith,—* Lord, remember me when thou romest
into thy kingdom.” And I think | may fairly say here that the thief was
in the midst of trouble. You can hardly imagine a man in the midst of
worse trouble. He had forfeited his right to live, even among his fellow
dying mortals; he was dying in public disgrace; there were all his sins,
and there was no time for any works or for any worthiness to be obtained,
as men suppose they can if they get time. Here was eternity now within
a few minutes at hand, and I think we may safely say that lie was in the
midst of trouble; and yet in his faith he stood firm in confidence. What
is there required more? It does not matter how bad the sinner may han
been; his sins may indeed be as scarlet and as crimson; he may he, a
Ezekiel expresses it in his 15th chapter, like a piece of vine wood cast into
the fire and burnt, black from end to end; so is the poor sinner; but this
is recorded to show that such a one should not despair. And if youi
soul has a tendency thus towards God and towards Christ, w hatever youi
troubles are, though you may see no possible way out of them, the Lord
will be sure to appear if this be your confidence; only let your confident
be in Christ, ana in the yea and amen promise which is by him. Pra\
do not let it be anywhere else. If you have any confidence in anything
else, and think the Lord will appear for you because you are in any shape
or form in and of yourself entitled to deliverance, then you will be
.deceived. But confess with Jacob that you arc not worthy of the least of
his mercies, and still hold fast; you may see no wav of escape ; but just
as the Lord brought the priests out of Jordan, and the Israelites all safe
over, he will make a way for you out of every one of your troubles ; and
he will wonderfully sustain you in them also. There is such a thing as
rejoicing in the midst of trouble, as being happy in the midst of it. Hence
said the apostle, “ We are exceeding joyful in all our tribulations that is,
through the confidence they had in God by his promise in Christ Jesus,
and realizing also the presence of God. And if we have this confidence,
how steady it keeps usJ It is wonderful what it will do. It keeps us
devoted to the Lord, when we feel sure that he will not do us any harm
we do not know what others might do to us, we do not know what circum-
stances, apart from him, might do to us; we know what Satan would like
to do to us,—he would like to destroy us; but our God will never do in
any harm himself, nor suffer any one or any circumstance in life or
death to do us any ultimate harm. Is there not something in this that
wins our confidence to God, and wins our souls to Christ? * They stood
firm in the midst.” And then look at the three cast into the fiery furnace.
There is a remarkable expression there to encourage our confidence in God,
and if I am speaking this morning to some desponding one or other, and
you say, Perhaps | do not know that you are such a sinful, rebellious,
stumbling, poor creature; well, then you have the more need of Christ,
and of God’s promise, and of the testimony that where sin hath.abounded
grace doth much more abound. Look at the three worthies in the fur
uace,—what is said of them? There is a remarkable expression ; the word
midst” in our text naturally brought it to my mind ; there is something
v onderfully expressive in it. When they were oast into the furnace, it IS
written that they fell dowmn in the midst of the burning fiery furnace, and
yet not a hair of the head singed, nor were their coats changed ; nothing
was burnt but the bands with which they were bound. Ab, see how faith
shines here ; see the confidence here. The out-reaching flames, as it were
of that furnace slew the mightiest men that Nebuchadnezzar could find
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to cad tin e three apparently defencelett men into it; the very ou'side of
the furnace slew the other* ; but the very centre, where all the heat seemed
concentrated. could nut hinge ho much as a hair of their heads, because
they believed in their God. My hearer, it is a good thing sometimes to
be in the midst of trouble, to be beset on every side, and to see no way of
escape, bee hi  then, when the escape does come, the Lord’s interposition
on your behalf will appear so conspicuous that you will acquire an increa-c
of acquaintance with him. Hence | have no doubt that the Israelites,
when they came to the shores of the Red Sea, would say, Well, here is
no way of escape; here arc the Egyptians in the rear, and here are
impedimenta on the right hand arid on the left, and here is the rearing
sea before us ; why, we are caught as in a snare, as in a trap. But Moses
does not seem to have been put out, he seems to have stood fast, and he
was not the only man that stood fast, there were many right-minded men
among them; though the majority were disbelievers in God’s truth, yet
there were many among them that were right-minded, and no doubt drank
in with sweet delight the sermon that Moses preached to them. He said,
° Fear not; stand still;” be quiet; believe that the Lord will appear.
Ah, but if he does not appear immediately? But he will appear; lie will
help, and that right early; ““Stand still, and see the salvation of the
Lord,” which he will show to you to-day; you will not have to wait
beyond your strength for it; “ for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-
day ye shall see no more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace.” Am | speaking this morning to any that are in
soul trouble, circumstantial trouble, family trouble, let it be what it may,
—and yet you know that Jesus is the only foundation in Zion? Let your
confi lence be in him ; and if you do not believe the Lord intend™ to deliver
you from your troubles,—for there are some thorns in the flesh the Lord
intends to be permanent, there are some troubles that he intends shall
accompany you all your days; there are some Canaanites that he intends
to remain in the land as long as you live,—then have confidence in the
Lord that he will strengthen you to bear them, that he can make you
happy in them ; and you can at times smile at them all, especially when
he turns the captivity of the soul; then, notw ithstanding that perpetua-
tion or continuation of some of these troubles, your mouth shall be filled

with laughter, and your tongue with singing; then can you say, in the
sweet confidence of faith,—

“ How harsh soe’erthe way,
Dear Saviour, Still lead on;
Nor leave us (ill we say,
Father, thy will be done.”

fx?t us not forget, in accordance with what we have been reading this
morning in the 22nd Psalm, that trouble attended the Saviour all his
days; and then we have an evening time to be light, but he had an even-
ing time to bo dark, even thick darkness, the darkest of all, until he had
suffered that darkness away, and has brought in everlasting light. So
then they stood firm in the midst of the river of judgment, in the midst
of tribulation ; and so may it be our lot to stand faBt in God’s truth, not
to cast away our confidence, which hath great reconipence of reward.
You do not know what a reward it will bring you by and by ; you will
say, How glad I am 1 did not give up that, but held fast the truth!
though connected with many doubtings and tearings, oh, how glad 1 am
that 1 did not give up the truth, that 1 did not getaway from my trouble
in the wrong way, that 1 held the truth fast| And now that holds me fast,
and the L »rd appears for me. tor the Lord’s eyes are upon the faithful of
the land, that tney may dwell with him, and lie is able to do abundantly
above all we can a*k or think. See how beautifully the 138th Psalm
speaks of this confidence in the Lord. 1 always feel at home w hen duell-
ing upon thia, because | do not know what | should do without r«»n-
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fidence in the Lord, without such a way of confidence. Hence in the
138th Psalm, ““Though I walk in the midst of trouble;” if it were just at
the boundaries, or outside, 1 might perhaps see some way of escape, but |
am just in the very centre; and like being in the centre of a cyclone at
sea, the wind is whirling all round, and | don’'t understand the law of
storms; if I go this way or the other way, perhaps | shall be destroyed,
and if I remain where I am, | am tossed to and fro, and whirled round
almost like a whirligig. Well, never mind ; our God hath his way in the
whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet.
Hence saith the Psalmist, “ Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou
wilt revive me ; thou shalt stretch forth thine hand ;” | have been stretch-
ing forth my hand, Lord, but it is no use; but “ thou shalt stretch forth
thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall
save me.” How far will he save you, David? Why, ““he will perfect
that which coneerneth me.” Whatever concerneth my welfare, he will
perfect it. How do you know he will? Because ““thy mercy, O Lord,
endureth for ever.” Fellow-creatures may get weary, from several
causes, and very natural too, of showing lovingkindness, mercy, and
favour one to the other; but not so with our God. *““Hast thou not
known,” and if you have not known, you have heard, “ that the everlast-
ing God, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is
weary ?” But then, David, have you the spirit of prayer as well a3 faith ?
You seem to show some faith, but is your faith a living faith ; has it got
the spirit of prayer? ““‘Forsake not the works of thine own hands;”
Lord, do as thou hast promised, do as thou haBt said; if you grow careless
as to how the work goes on in your soul, as to how you are getting on in
faith, in prayer, in knowledge, in love, and in fellowship with God; it
you grow careless about the work of the Holy Spirit, 1 only say it is
a just cause of very great alarm. Ah, if Satan can by his opiates send us
olf into indifference, and make the house of God tedious, and the ministry
of God’s word insipid, and the Bible a sort of dry and dead book;—if
Satan can do this, he will. But as one hath well said upon this matter,

“ More the treacherous calm | dread,
Than tempests bursting o’'er my head.”

It is a wretched thing to live a kind of dead and alive life. Oh,
my hearer, the love of our God is lively, the word of our
God is lively, the Spirit of our God is lively, and the Christ
of God is lively;—“ Behold, he cometh leaping upon the moun-
tains, and skipping upon the hills ;” and our God himself is lively;
and when in our right minds we shall be alive to the welfare of our pre-
cious souls, to our present state and our eternal welfare, and our prayer
will be, from the very centre of the soul we shall say, “ Awake, O north
wind, and come, thou south wind, upon the garden of my soul, that the
spices thereof may flow out, that my beloved may come into his garden ;”
and that there may, by this confidence in God, be a sweet fellowship
carried on between us. What a blessed thing is vital godliness! | am
sometimes favoured to speak of it with some degree of freedom, and I
hope with clearness ; but nevertheless, when | can speak to the very best
of my humble abilities, I can never speak so well as | can think. I can
generally preach to myself, somehow or another, with more clearness
than 1 can to others, because then I have not to bring the things into
words but I can think them over, run up and down Jacob’s ladder some-
t mes, and feel taken up in the arms of God's everlasting love into the
smiles of his countenance, can satiate my thirst from the rivers of his
pleasure, and think to myself, how nicely I could say now if the hour was
uome, “ Come, welcome death, I'll gladly go with thee.”

On, my hearer, godliness is no cunningly devised fable; there is a
power in it, a savour, a grandeur, a divinity, an incorruptibility, a great-
ness and glory, that infinitely surpasseth everything else.
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acrondly, I notice the way of progreteiun, -the prieats bearing the ark
. the covenant. Now this ark repreaeuta two things. Firnt, it repr< -
flata of co«r*e the old covenant, but more especially 1 t-hall have to tn at
*(mit a* representing the new covenant The second thing th 1 rk < pr> -
0 i» Christ Jesus himself, as the embodiment of that rovi-mi‘/. | .r-*
then, this ark represents the covenant of grace ; it is a kind <4 -.yrnbol
he covenant of grace. Time would not permit me to -hos m /.hat 1 ay
» j> a type of that covenant. 1 will just give an idea or two, yri per-
that will suffice. First, it was a symbol of the covenant of grace by
ita contents. There was the pot of manna, Aaron’s rod that Bu I1, <i.!
the tables of the law. Thia pot of manna literally wan a m> inon.i. of
<hat G< d had done, but at the same time a type of that bread of cnr-
Ufting life which ia found in the new covenant, and Christ himself is that
'i“read of everlasting life. Then there was also Aaron’s rod that budded.
the 17th of Numbers you find, wheD Aaron's rod brought forth buds,
gad bloomed blossoms, and bore almonds, the Lord said—and it is a
, “greet and beautiful scripture,—* Thou sbalt quite take away their mur-
murings from me, that they die not.” Ah, my hearer, before you die
you will leave off murmuring at Christ's priesthood; you will not find
fault with it because it is perfect and eternal, and because it carries out
what y u are pleased to call Calvinistic doctrines, which indeed are Bible
doctrines. The atonement of Christ carries out the yea and amen pro-
jui.te of the blessed God. ““I will quite take away their murmurings,”
and I will turn their murmuring into a song upon this subject, for their
gong shall be,—* Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in
his own blood, and bath made us kings and priests unto our God.” Here
is the efficacy, cleansing and sanctifying power of the atonement of the
Hord Jesus Christ. So, then, that priesthood shall yield fruit, and shall
quite take away their murmurings, that they die not. Oh, if I live and
die a murmurer at Christ’'s priesthood, where will my soul be? Echo
answers, Where ? arid I must leave you to judge the infinite importance
of being assimilated to this substitutional perfection of the Saviour.
Thus, then, the ark containing the manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded,
makes it a ajmbol of that new covenant that contains the bread of
everlasting life, and the fruit-producing priesthood of Christ,—his
priesthood will bear fruit to all eternity; never shall those that
are -prinkled by his blood cease from bearing fruit; their leaf shall
be always green, their roots shall be as the root of Lebanon; they shall
become as mighty cedars, and live in a majesty which we must die and
rise from the deaid to understand; for they are to be like him, and to see
him as he is. Then in this ark, also, were the tables of the law, hushed
to eternal silence. Tremendous was their voice at Sinai ; but in the
ark silent, hushed; they cannot move, there isno fire  graven on stone,
the letters are dead, the stone is dead, and itis al dead together. So
saith the apostle, *“ that being dead wherein we were held.” The law
held us, but the dear Redeemer, the end of the law, comes in; he has
hushed the law’s loud thunders, stajed its lightnings, and nov the law
IS dead to us, and we are dead to it. The law died honourably ; Christ
Jesus the Lord has magnified and established it, given it a place in the
new covenant, but then it is there as a fulfilled law, as a silent law, as a
magnified law ; and if I may personify the law fora moment, the law is
proud to think it has got such a good position. It never had such a good
positi >n before, noteven with the angels, for they fell; nor with Adam, for
he fell; nor with the Jews, for they apostatized; but with Christ Jesus
the law is honoured, magnified, hushed to eternal silence. Here, then, is
the ark of the everlasting covenant, where mercy and truth meet together,
righteousness and peace embrace each other. Also the mercy-seat rested
on the ark, and was of the same length and breadth with the ark.  So is the
mercy of God the same length and breadth with the covenant. Alsj the
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cherubim* of glory have no doubt their spiritual meaning., | Like i|H.
two cherubim*, that were of pure gold, to reprcai nt three tiling*. Il'irgi,
the OId nnd Ib* N<W TrHamrrit. 'l he <>I'l T+ hiament in tin <] 0
rest*upon the mercy-seat. The New Testament in the gospel of it rent*
upon the mercy-seat. Secondly, the Old and New | ("atament minister*,
called two witncHiea, two candlesticks, or two light-bearer™ ; and thirdly,
the Old and New' To*tamrnt church. And they are cilled cherubim* of
glory because the Old Teatament in its gospel character is a glorious
cherubim.  And, a* you are nwurc, the word ““cherubim” means
H completeness of knowledge,” and ho the (lid 'l entament saints all arrived
at a completeness of knowledge, and the New' Testament show” up a
completeness of knowledge. And they are called, | ogay, cherubim?* of
glory ; ho the Old and New Testament are indeed cherubim# of glory
and the OId and New' Testament minister# are cherubim* of glory -
they are partakers of the glory to be < vealed ; and the Old and New
Teatameut church also may be called clierubirrik of glory; and so by
and by all shall be swallowed up in ev< rla>!'ing glory, mortality swallowed
up of life. And then a symbol of the covenant not only for the-e
reasons, but because the Lord appeared there to the people,

““There will 1 meet with thee  that is, by the sacrifm-.  You hoc it is
no use any one but sinners coming. WHhy, Pharisee, wlo re arc \ou goirij;
to? Oh,l am going to the mercy-seat. Nonsense! wlmt an- | ~oin-
to take? Oh, my fastings, and my paying tithes. Oh, you imve no
nusiuess there; it is a mercy-seat; it is only for sinners; it is - i.ly for
the man that hath nothing but sin to bring, nothing but guilt,, nomm
but wretchedness; it is not for you, Pharisee; you are whole, yo .
good, you are holy and righteous,—it is not for you; as John Burr. |
says, the Pharisee went so near as to leave no room for a mediator; b
the publican stood far enough off to leave room for a mediator; an
the Pharisee lifted up his eyes to heaven to plead his own cause ; b t
the publican would not so much as lift up his eyes to heaven; he h 1’
for another to do so for him. So Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven.

said, ““Father, glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee.” |
was therefore for sinners.

lie s\

“ Sinners ran say and only they,
How preciuus is the Saviour.”

And the publican carried something away with him worth having; hr
left his sdns, and his guilt, and his trembling, and his trouble; he went
dow n to his house with a new heart, a newr nature, a new robe, new shoe-,
a new ring, a new song, and altogether a new man ; while the old Pharisee
took that away that he brought, he went down with his fastings, and his
doings, and his wonderful works. Look at the difference between these
two men; the one, a poor trembling sinner, becomes a king and a priest:
the other, a poor miserable Pharisaic boaster he remains, and so will every
one be until grace shall lay hold of them, and convince them of what
they are. And now mark something else :—* There will 1 meet with thee
and commune with thee.” Let us have a little friendly conversation.
What is the matter? Tell mewhat your troubles are; 1 know them—
don’t rnind telling me, it is my order of things you should tell them out

“ Let your requests be made known to God.” ““There will 1 commune
with thee,” “ of all things which 1 will give thee in commandment
unto the children of Israel.” Ah, then, are all the commandments
I am to have as a Christian to be by the new covenant, to be by the mere} -
seat? Then they are not legal commandments, not legislative command-
ments, not commandments tending to bondage; all the commandments

are commandments of love, of mercy, of kindness ; and tin re is the same

love in all his commandments that there is iu all his promises. Ah. pre-
vious covenant, ordered in ail things and sure.
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It most have struck you, I am sure, perhaps many times, that of all the
s of sacred furniture in the tabernacle, there via* none reckoned
__sacred, if so sacred a« the ark of God. It was put intJ> the holy of
holiea, and none but the priest was allowed to approach it. to show that
there could be no access to God but by the prie*thx>i of the Lord Jesus
Christ. And God *as never absent from the ark. The ark may go into
captivitv, but God goes with it. Oh the little acquaintance | have with
*L-se things, and you to”! If we had been there when the Phi istian priests
were going off to the house of Dsgon with the ark, we should ’have said.
What are you going to do with that ark ? We are going to set it up by
the side of Dagon, in order to give Dagon to understand that this ark is
his captive. Well but, my good man, do you know the G>d of the
Hebrews is in that ark? Well. 1 will look in and see. Oa, you caanot
see him if you do; why, your Dagon. you had better keep him away. Oh
no, we have got the ark captive. You will see that that is a mistake. So
they went to set up the ark with old Dagon; down he tumbled sprawling,
not on ad-fours, because he had not g~*t any legs; the lower par: was
fish. Well, they came next day and sec Dagon up again. Ah, it is some
mishap or another, set him up again. The next morning there was
the poor old gentleman, his hands off and his heal off: so he could not
say much then. Why, we had better get rid of this ark as soon as we
can. That you had; if you think you are going to play with it, you
have made a m:stake; it is the ark of the Lord. Are you not ashamed of
your Dagon now ? I should be ashamed of a god that tumbled down, and
his hands and head fell off. and only the stump left. Ah, so it is now;—roll in
the everlasting covenant, roll in the “ I wills ” and “ they shalls ” of God'’s
everlasting covenant; and that “ I will be merciful to their unrighteous-
ne?s, their sins and their iniquities will 1 remember no more; ” roll in
this everlasting covenant, every Dagon, every power of darkness must
fall before it. and every true Israelite shall rejoice in the stabilitv and
certainty of the victories that shall be obtained by this covenant. Before
I pas? on to notice this ark still further spiritually, let me say it was
ultimately lost,—we suppose taken avay by Nebuchadnezzar: they had
it not in the second temple ; the ark was lost, and of course will never be
found again ;—it is gone to powder more than two thousand years ago.
To - ark was a symbol of their covenant, and jus: as tha: ark is lost, so is
their covenant; they apostatized from it, and they have lost everything,
and they themselves are lost, and will never be saved but by faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. And as the'r ark is gone to powder long ago, waxed
old and vanished away, so their ovenant waxed old, vanished away,
and is gone, never to return. But the antitvpical ark will never wear
out; that will never be lost. As though the Savi ur should say.—You
Jews have lost the ark, lost your covenant; but (ais is the will
of him that sent me, that of all he has given me —and he has given me
his testamentary will, and that testamentary will is God's everlasting
covenant——I should lose nothing.”
I now hasten to notice the blessings of this covenant. 1| had intended
to illustrate this point by going all through the 132nd, Psalm: but 1
must sav only a word or two. That is a nice feeling of Davil; he
alludes to tbe ark when he says, *“ Surely | will not come into the taber-
nacle of mv house; "—oh, your temporal affairs shall not stand first tneu.
David. No;—4&nor go up into mv bed; "—tha is right. David ; set us
a good example ; sleeping nine-tenths of our time away is anything but a
comfortable way to live;—" I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber
to mine eyelids, until 1 find ou’ a place for the Lord, an habitation tor
the mighty God of Jacob;” the God of sovereign and everlasting love.
And so David brought in the ark, the circumstances of which I must not
now touch upon.  ““Arise. O L?rd. into thy rest; thou and the ark of
thy strength. Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness, and let thy
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saints shout for joy/' But David, after taking that temp »ral view of the
ark. then passes oh to the antitypical, and what can be more beautiful
“ Ifthy children will keep ruy covenant and mv testimony that | shall
teach them, their children shall al<o sit upon thy throne forevermore.”
They did not do so; they failed. But bv and by came David’s greater
Son; and he did keep the covenant, and tht' testimony that God taught
him ; he grew in wisiom and in stature, and the grace of God was upon
him ; consequently he reigns over the house of Jarob for ever, and of his

I0 end. Now mark the stability of election;—*“For
the Lord hath chosen Zion.” There is a Zion he hath chosen by Jesus
Christ; how firm that choice stands ! Hence, saith the apostle, “ The
children not being yet born, having done neither good nor evil; that the
purpose of God according to election should stand, not of works,” as did
the election of the Jewish nation,—that stood of works, and therefore
came to nought; but this eternal election stands by Jesus Christ, and
therefore is entirely and exclusively of God ;—* Dot of works, but of hi-1
that calleth ; it was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As
it is written, Jacob have 1 loved and having loved him with an ever-
lasting | we, that choice, being by the work of Christ, stands good. “ The
Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation as though
the Saviour should say. Dear Father, thou hast desired the people for
thine habitation, thou shalt have them ; 1 will make them habitable; thou
canst not dwell where sin is. I will puttheir sin away ; thou canst not dwell
where corruption is; 1 will put the corruption away ; and | will present
the church a glorious church without fault. So God dwells with us by
his dear Son, viewing us by what he hath made us. *“ This is my rest for
ever: here will 1 dwell, for I have desired it,” that is, 1 have willed it;
and Christ came to do the will of the Father. Now mark the blessings of
this covenant,—*“l will abundantly bless her provision ;” historical! v or
literally that refers to the harvest and vintage; that they should be
abundant ; spiritually it means that by Jesu3 Christ we shall be abundantly
supplied w th all the blessings we need. “ I will satisfy her poor with
bread.” You must not take the bread there to mean literal bread, or
bread exclusively, because that would look rather dry; you must take it
as meaning all sorts of sustenance. Most of you, | suppose, like a little
variety ; and so, while there is in the things of God a sameness, there is a
beautiful variety. “ 1 will satisfy her poor with bread.” Then if you are
satisfied you will not want to go anywhere else, and you will never have
any occasion to go anywhere else. Whoever saw the seed of the righteous
begging because there was not enough in their Father’s house? *“ | will
also clothe her priests with salvation.” Who do the priests mean ? Whv ,
say you, the ministers. Nonsense! don’t you turn Pusoyite, nor Roman
Catholic either. | deny that the priests there mean the ministers onlv.
for, taken in the Christian sense, ono Christian is as much a priest ns
another; as saith the apostle writing to the church of God, ” Ye are an
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices by Jesus Christ.” |"\er\
Christian is a priest, and every Christian is clothed with salvation.
surround! d with salvation. Salvation in the beautification and ndornnu'iit
of every Christian.  And tier saints,” unothcr name for the Sami* propio,
““shall shout aloud for joy. ' Then romrs thi' power that shall attend this
gospel of the new rov< mint, ““There will | make the horn of Davi | to
bud.” fho horn, as you are aware, hh'/li h power. “ | have ordained a
lamp for mine anointed ; ” so that he will never be left in the dark, ’flint
lamp is the y'ca and uincu promise of God, The conditional promises ot
the old covenant, all those lamp, are gone out, they are all extinguished |
but the yea and amen promise will go burning on and Jiowuig us li-ht to
all eternity. The gospel is Ih<? lamp, and it X fop m«' & roiim ever\ time
| preach with this hinip of the gospel, and hold it in such a wu> that |
can seo Jesus Christ myncif, and then you will see him too.



