For the convenience offriend, in the country, three copie, will be eent, pO,f
free, on receipt of three etamp,, to beforwarded to Mr. E. Butt, 4, Denmark

Terrace, Cold Harbour Lane, Camberwell, S.E.; or friend, wi,hing
them tent weekly will piecue direct at above.

THE BANQUETING HOUSE

A SERMON

PREACHED ON SUNDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 21st, 1869,
By MR. JAMES WELLS,

AT THE HEW SURREY TABERNACLE, WAKSEY STREET.

He brought me to the banqueting h%usle, and._hif banner over me was love.”—Song of
olomon, II. 4.

When the Lord sent Elijah to the brook Cherith, the Lord well knew
that that brook would soon dry up; he had, therefore, in store for Elijah
another little resource, to last him a little while, by which Elijah, the
woman of Zarephath, and her son, should be preserved from death. Pre-
sently comes the great sacrifice, and then the abundance of rain, and then
all thought of want, or famine, passed away. And just so our little
brooks of temporal comfort will presently certainly dry up; and while
one dries up, the Lord has another little resource for you there, and
another there,—little and little, until all is gone. Happy, then, the
people whose eyes are opened to see that all these temporal brooks must
dry up, and thus to be made prudent, so prudent as to foresee the evil,
and to fly to God, to hide themselves from the coming destitution, and
to be found in that house where want can never come, where there is
bread and to spare, and where sorrow can never enter, even that house
that is not made with hands, eternal in the heavens ; for the banquetin
house here will mean not onlly the gospel, and Jesus Christ, but it wi
mean God himself,—it will mean everything that pertains to our
eternal welfare; it is only one of those representations of that plenty
and blessedness belonging to all who are brought to God. Oh,
it is a great thing indeed if you can this mornlng leave the house
of God with the language, in your experience and in your hearts,
of our textyou will in that include everything* He brought
me,”—the Lord himself came, and showed to me, or I was shown,
what a state 1 was in, and 1 was shown that I needed that which
the Lord alone could bestow; and he made his name to me as ointment
poured forth ; he became so attractive to me, that that degree of attrac-
tion with which his name attracted me, made me long to be more
attracted, and made me say, “ Draw me, and we will run after thee
made me say, uTell me, O thou whom my boul loveth, where thou
feedest, where thou makcst thy flock to rest at noon; for why should |
be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions **—so that
I am able to look back and see how the Saviour’s name became attractive
to me, how he drew me along from time to time by the charms of his

blessed name,—when he comes and speaks by similies that are the most
pleasing and the most familiar. ““l1 am the Hose of Sharon
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I will notice our text this morning in a concise form : first, Um toning
attraction; secondly, the mark ofdistinction :—* his banner over rnc wm
love.”

First, the saving attraction. Now this saving attraction is by con-
formity of taste. When the soul is born of God, that soul then has, of
course, a thirst for God, which no man while in a state of nature can
have. When the soul is born of God, it has a living and a solemn desire
after God, which the natural man cannot have. When the soul is born
of God, it very soon sees an excellency in godliness that infinitely sur-
passes everything that the man ever did see before; and he saith, if god-
liness give me that, there is nothing liko it. Therefore said Pavid unto
such as were thus decided for God and for truth, “ O taste and see that
the Lord is good; blessed is the man that trusteth in him; and happy
the man that can say of the gospel words, the gospel testimonies of God,
testifying of mercy, loving-kindness, and his eternal salvation, happy
the man that can say that such words are sweet unto his tante, nweeter
than honey and the honey-comb. “ If so be,” said Peter, “ye have tasted
that the Lord is gracious.” So he attracts by conformity of taste. |
will therefore point out in this part some of the things that are attractive
and pleasing to the church. Of course Jesus Christ biauelf is the ban-
queting house; he is the way by which all the blessings of everlasting
love are realized, and shall for ever be enjoyed. Now, in the 25th joi
Isaiah, we have a beautiful representation of the provision the Lord has
made ;—* Tn this mountain,”—meaning of course where Christ is, meaning
in Mount Zion, meaning in that gospel, new covenant order of things by
which we are saved,—* shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast
of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of
wines on the lees well refined.” We know where to go for an explana-
tion of this. Let us therefore be careful, and at the same time very
simple upon this matter. This provision, you will observe, was to become

attractive to all people. “ In this mountain shall the Lord of hosts
make unto all people a feast of fat things,” and it shall be attractive unto
all people; it shall be known unto the ends of the earth. And perhaps
I shall do no harm just to repeat, as | go along, that scripture in the New
Testament that so prettily, | think, sets forth the explanation of this,
where the angel said, ““Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be unto all people, for unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour;” and to denote that he is an able Saviour, one
that will save, it is “ Christ the Lord.” Now this feast refers to two
things; first, to the work or sacrifice of Christ, and secondly, to the
blessings which are by that sacrifice. First, to the sacrifice of Christ.
“ He that eateth my flesh,” saith the Saviour, the meaning of which, of
course, is, that those who believe in my sacrifice, believe that 1 have
borne away sin, believe that 1| have atoned for sin, that | have
wrought by my death redemption from the law, from the curse,
from hell, and from the grave, from this present evil world, and
from all adversity, from all evil, so that the redeemed shall ere
long be brought into sneh a position, that sorrow and sighing shall
flee away. Thus then he becomes attractive, because he 1s the wn
in which sin is forgiven with infinite freedom. God delighteth in
mercy, which is only another way of fraying that he delighteth in for-
iving, and | do not see how it can be otherwise than his delighting in
orgiving those who are brought to know their need of and to receive tin
testimony of his dear Son; for as sure as we have a love towards Jesus
Christ, God hath loved us. * We love him because he first loved us.”
And oh, the infinite freeness, the infinite and eternal delight which he
hath in passing by our sins, forgiving and forgetting them, blotting them
out, ana that they are never, never to appear against us, any more than the
Egyptians could  raise themselves from the dead, and brmg the Israelites
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back again to Egypt. When wo thus see this sacrifice of Christ, by
which we have thia forgiving mercy, life, and sanctification and salvation,
what a feast it isto the soul; oh, how it delights ns. We think, this is
indeed love, thia is indeed a Saviour, this is indeed gospel; and what
is the gospel but good tidings to lost men? Christ came to seek
and to save that which was lost. Therefore it means in the first place his
sacrifice, set forth by ““a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees,
of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined/* We must
never drive similes too far; for if, when we deal with metaphors and
similes, we drive them too far, and make them say more than they were
ever intended to say, we thereby get out of common sense into absurdity.
The Lord, then, give us wisdom in this matter. Let us, therefore, take
the fat things to mean the blessings which are by Jesus Christ. Take,
for instance, the promises ; and if we take the fat things to convey the
idea of richness, of that which is valuable,—so the promises of the gospel.
Can you find—I cannot—a poor promise? \We meet with many poor
promises among men; so poor that sometimes it doesn't much matter
whether they fulfil their promises or not, because their promises are so
poor. Not so with our God: his promises are exceeding great and
precious; they ull contain such infinite realities,—the promises of the
everlasting gospel. Shall we be wrong, then, if we take it in this way?
First, the sacrifice of Christ, and then the rich promises, including, of
course, the idea of their fulfilment, their being carried out; -the feast of
fat things, that which shall make us rich and happy. “ And of wines on
the lees well refihed.” We do desire to bless the Lord that he has
instructed us in this matter as to what is meant by the wine. | will not
here Btop to notice what is meant by the wine on the lees
well refined, any further than to observe that it conveys the
idea of superiority of the best possible wine. And if the
wine set forth the cheering comforts of the gospel, is there any
blessing like the blessing of the Lord,—Ilike the blessing we have in
Christ? And we would approach the thought with great care and great
reverence, when we say that the wine also seems intended to set forth the
blood of the everlasting covenant; but | am sure | shall speak in a way
that will find a response in your heart, when | say we cannot speak too
carefully and too hallowedly or reverently of the blood of the e\_/erlastlng
covenant. When, therefore, we speak of wine, which the Lord is please
to use as a simile to set the same forth, the Lord enable us to think and
speak of it in a way that shall bring good to our souls and glory to his
blessed name. You know he doth use wine to set forth the same: * Thia
is my blood in the new testament.” Here | dare not enlarge, because 1
should occupy all your time; but when we look at the precious blood of
Christ, see the various things that are said of it,—that it cleanseth from
all sin, that it sends the prisoner out of the pit wherein there is no water,
that they overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and that we are to appear
in all the triumphs of his achievement, and our song is, “ Unto him that
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood; ” and it matters
not whether the few or the many, they all came to heaven in that same
way,—they all washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. It was a great declaration of the Saviour to make, and it
shows the dignity, greatness, infinity, and eternity of his person, and the
erfection of his'work, when he said: “ No man ”—Ilet him be as g >od as
e may, or come from where he may—*“ No man cometb unto the Father
but by me.” And the apostle implies the same truth when he saith,
° Brethren, b|3_/I the blood of Jesus we have boldness to enter into the holy
of holies.” Here is the banqueting-house the margin reads it “ the
house of wine,” carrying out our idea. And we learn from the Book of
Estlier that at the house, or banquet of wine, vou might ask the kinu anv
question you liked, and you would be pretty “ure to get your way that
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IS, supposing you were a friend, not an enemy. Now Esther was a friend.
She loved the king, and the king loved her; therefore she had good
ground to go to the banquet of wine, where she could ask any question.
But Haman waB not a friend: he asked some questions, but he didn’t get
his way. So we may come into a profession of the name of Jesus, but if
secretly we hate his truth, his exaltation, and his order of things, wo may
pray where we may, but the Lord will laugh at our calamity, and mock
when our fear cometh upon us. But if reconciled to him, then the question
at this banqueting-houso is, “What is thy request, and what is thy
petition? 1t shall be granted unto thee to the half of the kingdom.”
But our God does not do things by halves : “ Fear not, little flock, it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom ;” and Daniel saith
that u the whole kingdom under the whole heaven was given unto the
saints of the most high God.” At this banqueting-house,—this house of
wine, thou mayest make mention of atoning blood ; and do you think you
can ask for anything greater than that can bring to you? Do you think
you can aBk for anything more valuable than that can bring to you? Do
you think there is anything too valuable for that blood to bring to you?
Do you think there is anything too glorious, too great and too blessed, too
joyful and too noble, for that atonement to bring you toP No. Here is
the banqueting-house. What can we say this morningP Can we say
that this house is attractive to us,—that we are thus drawn to God,—that
we do love to meet our God in this house of sacred and heavenly wine,—
that we do love to meet our God here, where there is bread enough and
to spare ?

But let us look at the surroundings of this banqueting-house,—the
circumstances connected with it. It is all pleasant, very pleasant. In
the first place, all the people, by being thus drawn, undcrgo.a complete
change in themselves. There they are, covered, clothed upon with mor-
tality ; but when brought to Christ, they put on Christ, and mortality is
virtually gone, immortality takes its place; they are born of an incorrup-
tible seed, that liveth and abideth for ever. Therefore, “ he will destroy
in this mountain”—where this banqueting-house is—*“the face of the
covering cast over all people.” Oh, how different will be the face of the
brother or sister that we put down into the grave when they come out.
We put them down mortal, they come out immortal; corruptible, they
come out incorruptible; weak, they come out mighty; in the earthly
image, they come out in the heavenly : what a mighty change! How
great is the meaning in that Scripture, “ He shall destroy the face of the
covering cast over all people.” And then their ignorance shall ho
destroyed : “ and the vail that is spread over all nations.” What is the
vail ? It shall be described thus: “ If our gospel be hid, it is hid to them
that are lost, in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them that believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who
is the image of God, should shine unto them.” This darkness is destroyed;
and theé;ospel of Christ, who is the image of God, setting forth God's

pure and eternal mind and precious thoughts concerning us, hath shone
|nto our souls. And what are their eyes opened to seeP 1 can only give
a sample here : their eves arc opened to see that death is swallowed up in
victory. Ah, what a Jesus Christ is thisl—what a God is this '—what a
gospel isthis! And then their eyes are opened to see that God shall wipr
away all tears from ofT all faces; not a sorrow, or a sorrowful one h it
And not only so, but ““the rebuke of bis people shall ho take away from
off all the earth ;” and God himself challenges all heaven, all earth, nil
time, and all hell, to lay a single fault to the charge of his elect. *“ lie
brought me to the banqueting-house, and his banner over mo was love."
Thus, then, here is conformity of taste. What say you this morning?
Can vou say that the gospel that sets forth this provision suits your
taster Can you say that the gospel that thus shows how death i
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swallowed up in victory suits your taste? Can you say that this gospel
that thus shows the way in which all tears shall be wiped away, all rebuke
taken away, and we presented eternally free and triumphant, even as the
Saviour himself is, suits your taste ? 1 so, you will cleave unto the Lord
your God, and, like the prodigal, you will be glad to tarry at home ; you
will never want another dwelling ; you will never want to go elsewhere;
there you will be happy.

Now, I have something else to do this morning besides setting forth
these things that are attractive,—these things that are expressive of what
is meant by the banqueting-houBe, or house of wine, where God and the
people are for ever to be happy: we must say a word or two upon discri-
mination, for the subject is the same as that contained in the New Testa-
ment, where the king made a marriage for his son, and there were certain
persons that professed to be his subjects, and he sent his servants—
ministers—and said, ““Come to the marriage.” No, | shan’'t come; I
don't like that eternal election; | don’t like that doctrine of eternal one-
ness between the King’s Son and the Church. I shan't come.—I don’t like
that predestination, that he has ordained Christ for the people and the
people for Christ; 1 don't like that, 1 shan't come. 1 don't like that
completeness in him without the work of the creature; I shan’'t come.
Well, you profess to be a Christian. 1 can’t come upon those terms.
Very well, then you wion*t come to the marriage. Then go and ask the
others ; they profess to be servants. Oh, they make light ofit. It’s all
very well, but we think nothing of election; we think nothing of that divine
perfection. And so they went one to his farm, and another to his mer-
chandize—they walked off. We don’t trouble ourselves about doctrine;
we are Christians, itis true ; we were sprinkled, or baptized, as they call
it, and confirmed. They made light of what the Christian feels to be the
most weighty of all matters—faith, judgment, and mercy; light of the
blood of the everlasting covenant; light of the victory of Christ; light of
the way in which the soul is saved ;—and off they went. Well, the Lord
Bay8, We will go on proclaiming the marriage; and then some got so
angry that they despitefully treated and slew his servants: and then ho
sent forth his armies and destroyed those murderers ;—referring of course
to the destruction of the Jewish nation, and to the judgments that should
come upon all his adversaries afterwards. So you see here these men.

professed to belong to the Lord; but they had no taste for free grace, no
taste for truth. . ) ) , . a
Well, the wedding was furnished with guests, and the king came in, and
there was one that had not on a wedding garment. 1 think the 10th of
the Romans will explain this; “ Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer
to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For | bear them record
that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For the
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their
own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness
of God. Then comes one of the most delightful and sweeping declarations
in the Bible; “ For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every
one that believeth.” If | am brought to know my condemnation by the
law, and | believe Christ to be the end of the law for righteousness, he is
the end of the law for righteousness to me, and thus by him I am justified
from all things. There Is a sweeping declaration again ; ““Justified from
all things.” Why, if the devil could bring all the sins of the human race,
and lay them to your charge, if you were found in Christ's righteousness
they could not touch you. ““Justified from all things,” mark that; we
stand by that righteousness eternally free as Christ is free. Now when
the king came in, this man had not on a wedding garment; then a little
further on in the parable it is said he had not a wedding garment First
he had it not on ; secondly, lie had not got it at all; he had not got it with
him. Ifhe had got the garment hanging on his arm, llow is it you have
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got the garment hanging pn your arm? Oh, it is such a beautiful gar-
ment | am afraid to put it on; I am afraid the king will order it oil' again ;
he has power to do so. If they had said to the prodigal, Put that robe
on; Oh it is too good for me ; and so with Joshua, Joshua, put that robe
on; No, Lord, it is too good for mo; | can’t think of such a thing as
that. Well, then, clothe him with change of raiment; he will be afraid
to put it on himself. But this man had not even got the garment with
him. If he had got it with him the king would have pitied him, and
said, What is the matter, poor soul? Oh, I have got this robe, but | am
afraid it is not mine. Oh, put it on; I am the king, | have power, put it
on. And if any one had said afterwards, Take that robe off; No, that |
won’t, for the king told me to put it on. And so if Mordecai had put on
royal apparel without the king's order, some inferior would have come
and said, Mordecai, take that off, what business have you with it on?
But Mordecai could saK, I have it on by royal authority, and 1 am on
this steed by royal authority; and thus shall it be done to the man the
king delighteth to honour. But this man had not even the robe. Now
many of you have got the robe, but you have never put it on at all yet;
that is to say, you do believe that if you are justified it must be by Christ’s
righteousness alone; you believe in it, and you carry it about with you,
but you have never been able to put it on, and you never will be. Why,
say you, that is discouraging. No, you will never put it on, but the Lord
will step in some day and put it on; and then peace will llow into your
soul, and you will be so happy you will say, with the prophet, “ I will
%reatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God for he

ath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with
the robe of righteousness as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments,
and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.” But this man had not
the wedding garment. Hundreds of you have ; yes, bless the Lord for
ever and ever for making us know that all our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags, and making us ﬁrize his righteousness. Now when the Lord asked
him, ““How earnest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? ” he
was speechless. What is the reason he was speechless ? I will tell yon.
Go to Isaiah, and ask him how he came by that peace that is recorded of
him in the 6th chapter, he could have told you; he would not have been
speechless. Go to Joshua the high priest, and ask him how he came by
that robe, he would not have been speechless. Go to the prodigal, and ask
him how he came by the robe, he would not have been speechless. Why,
then, was this man speechless? Because he was utterly destitute of
Christian experience; he could not say a word about conviction of sin,—
he had never felt it; he could not say a word about soul-trouble, he had
never felt it; he could not say a word about his poverty and destitution,
he had never felt it. “ Friend, how earnest thou in hither? ” 1 came in
w ith the rest. Ah, that will not do ; religion is a personal thing. Where
Is your soul trouble? where is your conviction of your need? If you
profess what you do not feel your need of, your profession is only profes-
sion. Whatis the reason for the hope that is in you? lie was speechless,
because he could give no account of a work of grace in his heart; no work
of grace had ever been begun. 1 know in our day there are some good
people fear if they come before the church they will not be able to say
antythmg. Yes, they will. Ifyou have been in soul trouble you can say
a few words about it; and to those of ub that have known the Lord for a
long time, if Kou say half a dozen words, and th%y are expressive of the
bruised myrrh, the broken down spirit, the tried soul, there will be a
fragrance from the bruised myrrh that will come forth, and we shall feel
that your few words are better than very many words; contain sweet
evidences of life in your soul; and you will be able to say a word or two
of how you were severed from delusion, and brought to hope in the Lord
alone. There iB the command to be baptized, and you using all sorts Ui
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ingenious, roundabout, long arguments to keep yourself out of it. There
iIs not one of you that are not Baptists as easy as we are ; we are as easy
and comfortable as to our being right as can be; there is the command
there is the ordinance, and there is the promise. And | hope the Lord
will deal with you by and by as he did with the woman,—she had got the
blessing, and s?ﬁ/e was walking off quietly, 8he saidy T don’t mean to join
the church. Ah, but I think you will. And so {hg Saviour ggig. “ Some-
body hath touched me/—takien a believing hold of me, for there is a
power exercised that has healed body and soul. And ho the woman then
came before the church, before the minister and the people; Christ wan
the minister, the disciples were the people; and she told them all that the
Lord bad done, and never regretted it, you may depend upon it. Now
the reason this man was speechless was because he had no experience
to tell; he could give no account of how he came by his profession. Ho
was speechless. It is not the much saying, the apostle Haith, “ [ will know
not the speech,” it is not the long speech you may make, “ but the power ”
that you have experienced in bringing you down a« a poor sinner, and the
power you have realized to raise you up into the nope of the gospel.
Thus, then, the man who has this experience of his state, and knows his
need of Christ,—he is the man that can say,—" He,” the Lord, “ brought
me to the banqueting-house, and his banner over me was love.” And he
has brought you to w here you wi«h to stay for ever. Do you read that the
prodigal ever wished to leave bis home after he got back again ? Not he ;
he would say, | have got a good father, a good rotye, a good home, good,
company. They began to be merry, and you never read that they left on.
And just so, “ we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even
of thine holy temple.” o ) ”
But lastly, the mark of distinction,—* his banner over me was love.
The word “* banner” lias in the holy Scriptures a variety of meanings, but
all expressive of love. In the first place where it is mentioned it signifies
victory, when the Lord gave the victory to the Israelites in the wilderness.
The enemy came upon them when the Israelites were where there was no
water. Ah, said the enemy, now they are famished, destitute; now is the
time to come upon them. Ah, when we are down, thats the enemy s
time ; he comes in like a flood. But the Lord camo in to give them the
victory; ““and Moses said, 1 will call it Jehovah-nisi, the Lord is my
banner.” “ His banner over me was love;” he has given mo the victory
because he loved me,—* we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us.” Then, secondly, the word “ banners,” when used in the

IVEL. ; - : ; n the plural,
signifies the testimonies of God's salvation. ““Wo will rejoice In thy
salvation; in the name of our God will we Het up our banners. Every
testimony of the gospel is expressive of God’s love.

! And then, again, the
word " banner ” refers to the especial and gospel truth of the new covenant.

““Thou hast given a banner,”—that of course refers to Christ, ““to thy
people, that it may be displayed because of truth.” There have been a
great man)é make-believe saviours, but this banner of Christ is to be
displayed because of the truth; no make-believe about him, no failure
about him. * Because of truth.” Oh, how truthful he was ; how truthful
is the holy Scripture upon his grace, work, love, and everythln% pertaining
to him. Then, again, the word “ banners ” is used in a way | hardly dare
trust myself to speak of,—it requires care. | think it is Toplady who
s%ys that it requires a double amount of sac-redness of mind to read with
advantage the Book of Solomon’s Bong; and there is some truth in that.

But the word “ banner” is used in this book in a wonderful way. The
Saviour represents himself as overcome, as carried awa?;; he represents the
church in her charms as being irresistible; as though he should say, If |

had had to have died a thousand such deaths as the one I did die, such

are the charms of the church in what she is constituted in God's. eternal
decree that | cou]‘d not resist them. “ Thou art %eautlgul,” lie ?an% "o
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my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army witli banners.

He was carried away in the counsels of eternity, he is carried away with
her now. Her charms to him are boundless and eternal. And see the
stron%er language still, if possible; ““Turn away thine eyes from me, for
they have overcome me.” “ Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my
spouse, thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine eyes, with one
chain of thy neck.” Oh, no wonder, therefore, that Jacob should over-
come the angel. This, 1 admit, requires great care of mind, but neverthe-
less it is a delightful and blessed truth. And how encouraging this is to
prayer, and to look to the Lord through the troubles of life, and in a
dying hour. We are all, you know, when the Lord hides his face very
much afraid of death. Now, after all, what is death? It is only the
Saviour gathering his lilies, it is only the Bridegroom asking the bride to
come home. And when we are afraid to die it comes to this,—as though
the Lord should say, Well, you have gone to my house of prayer from
time to time to see me, and to hear my voice, and you have gone to my
book to see me, and to prayer-meetings. Yes, Lord, and we believe we
have seen thee sometimes. Well, now | want you to come to heaven to
see me; but you do not like that. Well, you are a pretty wife! You
would go anywhere to see your husband except go home to see him. No,
Lord, I am not afraid to go home, but I don’t like the way. Oh, I can
smooth the way; | can make a dying bed soft as downy pillows are.
““His banner over me was love.” He rests in his love, rejoices in his
love, glories in his love; he never had anything but love to his church,
and never will,

The reason that the inscription was love, is, because it conveys no
reflection. If the inscription had been mercy, it would imply the wife had
been a poor, miserable thing. If it had been redemption,—ah! if I had
not bought you, you would not have been here. Or, ifgrace,—ah! but
for my favour, you would not have been here. Or, if salvation,—ah ! you
were a poor lost thing, and you would never have been here if I had not
saved you. So, to avoid all reflection, and to cover all past unpleasant-
nesses, | will have the word love. Now, that conveys no reflection;—
love,—that is all. And this is the name he gives her all through the
Book. When he tells her of her perfection, he says: “ Thou art all fair,
my love ; there is no spot in thee :” and when he wants her to come into
communion with him, he says: “ Come with me, my love™ This is the
language he uses, because it carries no reflection. So, then, how gloriously
the great end will be answered, that she may be perfect before him in
love.

May the Lord lead us more and more into these dear mysteries, for his

name’s sake

A COURSE OF LECTURES, by Mr. Wells, upon the ““Book
of Revelation,” every Wednesday Evening, at the Surrey Tabernacle,
at a quarter-past Seven.



