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A SERMON

PREACHED ON SUNDAY MORNINC, 4th APRIL, 1869,
1 By MR. JAMES WELLS,

AT THE NEW 8URBBY TABERNACLE, WAESEY STREET.

““Let everything that bath breath praite the Lord.”—Psalm eL 6.

These words taken spiritually will mean the praiseful and the pleasing
service of the Lord, and indicate the great truth that when the excellenc

of the service of the Lord is once perceived by the soul taught of God,
that soul enters with great willingness, eagerness, and zeal, upon the
service of the Lord. Why, if we take a man literally who ha3 no employ-
ment; if he be an honest man, and really wishes to live honestly and
to work honestly, if he meet with a situation, and almost as soon as he
meets with it he sees it is that kind of situation that by honesty, industry,
and perseverance, he will as surely make his fortune as that he is a man,
and that he will as surely die a rich man as that he is now a poor man ;
with what delight such an one would enter upon that service ;,—he would
say, This indeed is a providence. And yet even this falls infinitely short
of the service of the Lord; for the man that enters upon the service of the
Lord, being prospered, and enabled to keep his heart with all diligence,
and to serve the Lord diligently,—why, that man shall acquire kingdoms,
that man shall acquire unsearchable riches, that man shall acquire all
that shall be his security for life; and whatever he shall acquire he
will not be called upon to do with as the man who has obtained temporal
things ;—he presently has to will them to somebody else, and he himself
must die, and leave them all. Not bo with the servants of the Lord;—
they all their treasures with them bear;—all that they acquire of spiritual
wealth on this side of Jordan they shall take with them through Jordan,
and enjoy to all eternity. And besides, to be a praiseful, willing servant
of the Lord, see what promises are made to such in this life. The Lord
saith of his servants even in this life, and of course the words will stretch
on to the last great day, that ““No weapon that is formed against thee
shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment
thou shale condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and
their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.” And if | were asked to give
a sample of the blessedness of serving the Lord, I might go to the 7th of
Revelation, and see a number there that no man could number:—all
these were once the servants of the Lord, all these were once struggling
here below, all these were once believers in Jesus Christ, all these were
sinners saved by grace. Oh, what a delightful service, then, is the service

of the Lord; and if it is not so in our estimation, it is because we do not
No. 543.
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understand it. llimvc v«m read ngnm mul again id wnlrting In at hi*
galcn null pndno, being limnkful tntlo him, mid bh’Miiw, his mttim i mid
you rend also ol making n joyful nnlno unto tim Lord i< I» irut*, we cnn
nerve him in thia willing mid prulseful way only when Im m pli'wd i
enable un «o hi du. Il IS n gvvnl thing In liilhui tint Lnrd nt it1ll mid wii
had belter follow him slowly mid numriitnuly Iliim nut follow him m nil |
mid wo luid holler serve him ever no ft'i'ldy mid over no wi’iikly, no thin,
we uro Nineere, mid desire yet In none him nioro mid to glorify liim mom,
Ihmi not to ho emioerned nl nil. | nhnll thi‘'rid'oro multi' no apology whnt
ever for taking the (ext in a clearly Nplrltunl nohno id" Illm word*. I lint
the Lord nt entitled lo prniao from nil In* eronliui’n in a docti'iim | never
denied. Blit (hen the very low monmnin wo live logoi her, out' di'Niro miiNt
be to hitend to spiritual thing*; mid may llIm Lord thin morning cull our
nttciilmn to spiritual thin(]:;*, mid onnblo Un lo understand them, mid to
trneo out the wav in whit’ll ho no deiiln with moil tin to turn Ilim dead into
the living, lon oiiomion into bin friends, mid llm aervnnta of nin mid Knlan
into the servants of the most high tliid, | nhnll therefore take tlm words
spiritually, mid look nt the breath hero Hjmken of, Everything tlmi,
luitli breath,” ns ropreaeuting a now mid apirituul oxiateime, | will linn,
mark Mr indo of ./o'iMne/nm » ™ Every thing that hath brenth." Hmmndly,
Me order o* tr/o'eA .00'A <rre to pritaw Mtf Lord, And wo ought to have,
though tune will not admit of it, n third thought, mid that in, thfi
cmw(chwr# o/'Acon/ so mn”lojfvd.

bunt. Ms note 1fdinthx'tion, the now (ixistoncti here indicated : .Ever¥—
thing Hint hath brenlh.” Now if thin brenlh is ma.de to represent life
mid liberty, then it in that of which we nil by nature uro destitute, And
m fact our text, Inking it spiritually, bring* before un that which | think
ought always more or lona to bo brought before |Im people, mid that is,
that one great essential to salvation regeneration ; that one great cascn-
tial to the salvation of the soul the work of lIm Eternnl Spirit. Let us
then take the word of the Lord as our guide in this nil osaential and
important matter. The Lord has been pleased in the 37th of Ezekiel to
represent the whole election of grace; tor tim dry bonus in that valley
uro spoken of as the whole house of Israel, not the whole house of tarad
nationally or literally, but tim whole house of Israel spiritually ; not tim
nation of the Jews a* a nation, but another nation that is spoken of by Isaiah
when he Haith, ““A little one nhnll become a thousand, and a small on- a
strong nation; | the Lord will hasten it in lii* time;" and the nution
also spoken of by Peter when Im saith, ““Yo are a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation." Here then you will sec that those dry
bones represent the wnole election of grace; for every one of the dry
boues came to life, and the way in which they ouiue to life is for mo
presently very minutely and carefully to describe. And you will observe
that in tho 11th of Ezekiel the remnant of the Lord's people are called
““all the house of Israel;" for the Lord said to Ezekiel,—* Son of man,
thy brethren, even thy brethren, the men of thy Kkindred, and all the
house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem
have said, Get you fur from the Lord; unto us is this land given
tn possession.” Here is a people called ““all the bouse of Isrucl
wholly,—to whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem Baid,"—so here are
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, uud all the house of Israel wholly,—
““Get you far from the Lord.” Mow 1 believe Popery boasts of its anti-
quity, and it may do so justly ; for here you have Popery in its ancient
form; here you have a people saying to the remnant according to the
election of grace, called “ nil the house of Israel wholly,” because they
were everything to the Lord, and the others were nothing,—Get you lar
from this place, you heretics; you do not believe in our traditions, ymi
do not believe in the traditions of the elders, you do not believe in our
Church, you do not believe in the authority of the Church, and thereto!c
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get you far from the Lord, you high doctrine, Antinomian, dangerous
characters, you don’t belong to the Lord. And so they persecuted them,
go they 1persecuted the prophets ; and when the embodiment of the whole
house of Israel came, namely, Jesus Christ, what did the same spirit say
to himF Get you far from the Lord ; unto us is this place %iven in pos-
session ; you Jesus of Nazareth, you do not belong to our Church; you
have pronounced woes upon all our doctrines, therefore get you far from
hence, you do not belong to the Lord. And so they crucified him. There-
fore, we will give Poper?/ the honour of antiguity. Looking then at the
fact that there is a people called a nation, and called the whole house of
Israel, which must be understood spiritually to mean the whole election
of grace, these dry bones in the 37th of Ezekiel are made to represent our
state by nature, and then made to represent the way in which the Lord
brlngis us to life, and then made to represent the happy destiny of the
people of God.

Now Ezekiel saith, ““The hand of the Lord was upon me.” W.ith
him it was vision; he saw it in vision; we see that take place, one here,
one there, one in another place, which he saw, as it were, as though it
took place altogether or all at once, which it did in vision, as revealed to
him. * The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out in the
5ﬁ|rlt;"—not, you see, in the flesh, but in the spirit; it is something
that belongs to the soul, to eternity, something infinitely more weighty
than anything merely temporal. ““And set me down in the midst of the
valley which was full of bones, and caused me to pass by them round
about,”—caused me to look at them on all sides. And after the prophet
ha! examined them on all sides, he could onl?/ come to the conclusion
that while the?/ were very many in the open valley they were all very dry.
Oh. what a solemn representation of our state by nature! Just as the
bone was literally dead and dry, just so are we spiritually while in a
state of nature. And mark, they were all * in the open valley —there
was no defence, there was no shelter, but all in the open valley. Just so
you when in a state of nature —there you were in the open valley of
this world. What a miracle of mercy that you were not then cut down,
and sent to your own place,—namely, hell; for all of us thus situated,
while in a state of nature, as far as we were concerned, were exposed to
eternal damnation. It is true the Lord had a love to us and a purpose
concerning us ; but then no thanks to us that he who is rich in mercy
loved us even when dead in trespasses and in sins, they were very many
and very dry. Now the Lord said to Ezekiel, “ Can these bones live ?”
And Ezekiel's answer is very solemn, and at the same time very beautiful;
he said, “ O Lord God, thou knowest.” The prophet didn’'t attempt to
invite them to live ; he didn’t ask of them to live; he didn't beg of them
to live. The prophet certainly did not hold that doctrine—that is to say,
not as a new covenant prophet. As an old covenant prophet he of course
invited the Jews from time to time to reformation, saying, “ Why
will ye die F” all that is temporal, and belongs to the old covenant. But
when we come to vital matters, there are the people dead, as represented
bg these bones ; and so the prophet knew how absurd, and worse than
absurd, it would be to attempt to ask these bones to live, or to invite
them to live. It would have been a virtual denial of the real condition
of these bones. Therefore he appeals to God ; he says, “ O Lord God,
thou knowest.” And then the Lord began to reveal his mind; and I
shall want your attention very strictly as | go along, for more reasons
than one; one reason is because this chapter is referred to to authorize
the doctrine of universal invitation ; and as we go along we shall see that
this same chapter cuts uproot and branch the very doctrine that they
run to this chapter to confirm, and so pervert it. Now the Lord said to
the prophet, ““Prophesy upon these boues, and say unto them, O ye dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord.” There, you see, is the natural mun
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brought under the word. Hence it is right that every Christian should
get all he can to hear the word ; for though a man cannot quicken his own
soul, and you can do nothing fur him, still “ faith cometh by hearing.”
You see on the day of Pentecost what was done by the simplicity of
preaching and of hearing. “ It pleased God by the foolishness of preach-
Ing to save tl.em that believe.” * O ye dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord.” That was the Lord’s command. And then the Lord said,
“ Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you.” Now here is nothing
uncertain about it. You sec the bone is not appealed to to do a single
thing. “ 1 will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live;
and 1 will lay sinew’s upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you,
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye
shall know that I am the Lord.” That is the end of these dealings,—
they are to know the Lord. Then Ezekiel saith, “ I prophesied as I was
commanded.” Now what did Ezekiel say ? He repeated what the Lord
said; Ezekiel did not alter the message, but he said, “ O ye dry bones,
thus saith the Lord God ; 1 will cause breath to enter into you, and ye
shall live.” Ezekiel knew there was no uncertainty about it; he knew
the word of the Lord should not return void; he knew that it should
accomplish what the Lord pleased ; he knew that it should prosper in the
thing whereunto the Lord sent it. Why. | am a total and utter stranger
to preachin‘g in a spirit of uncertainty. Every sermon that | preach will
have the effect that the Lord designs it to have, as sure as | exist. |
come with no uncertainty whatever.  No infirmities of mine shall hinder
the word from doing what the Lord intends it shall do; and no talents
or gifts of mine, had it been my lot to have had such talents or gifts,—
had it been my lot to have been eloquent, or an orator,—no such things
could add anything. It is God that does it all. “And there was a
noise;” there was something moving now. Ah, when the sinner begins
to be convinced of what a sinful creature he is, like a dry bone, worthless,
disjointed from God, from all hope and from all heIE, and utterly worth-
less,—a sort of thing that a Iiving creature would kick out of the way,
and say, “ Bury the dead out of my sight;”—when the sinner is thus
convinced, there is a noise;—he begins to sigh, and his sins make a noise
in his conscience, and troubles make a noise in his heart; there is a
tempest in his soul; he is brought into the secret place of thunder. Ah,
he saith to himself, there is nothing so concerns me, after all, as the
eternal salvation of mysoul. ““There was a noise, and behold a
shaking.” The sinner trembles, and he is shaken out of his careless-
ness, Bhakcn out of his false confidences, shaken out of his sleep;
he hath effectually heard the Lord say to him, “What meanest

thou, O sleeper? = Arise, and call upon thy God.” “ Awake, thou
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee
light.” There was a noise and a shaking,—a trembling and a fearing.

And if you know anything of regeneration, the word of the Lord has
more or less had this effect upon you; it has created a noise in your con-
science that can never be quieted but by a realization of God’s pardoning
mercy ; it has %lven rise to a kind of shaking, and trembling, and fearing,
that can never be overcome but by a revelation to your soul with power
divine of God’s everlasting love. Never can this noise be quieted, and a
better noise put into its place, never can this trembling be entirely
stopped, but by a revelation to you of what Christ has done for you—
that he has borne your sins away, brought in eternal righteousness, and
that God is on your Bide. Mark, the prophet deals in no invitations, no
offers, no uncertaintx. God declared that he would put breath into these
dry bones, and that he would do the rest that he said ; and the noise and
shaking wrere to the prophet a proof that God had begun the work. And
so it is now,—when a poor sinner’s sins and his condition as a sinner

make a noise to him, and he begins to tremble, it is a sign the work is
begun.
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And now mark the prophet’s testimony. He says, while tliero was a
noise and shaking, ““the bones came together, bone to his bone.” Each
believer shall find out Christ, for he is the centre of unity, and by coming
to Christ you come to your fellow members. You cannot come into
right unity to your fellow-members of Christ, or to your brethren* but
by being united to Christ by faith and receivin% him. That is the way
bone comes together to his bone; hence called the unity of the spirit, and
the unity of the faith ; and here “ how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity !” So the prophet saith, “ And when
| beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon themyes, the liga-
ments to unite them, and form them into shape, and the flesh to cover
them. They shall be good, strong, muscular Christians. Mark, “bone came
together to his bonethat will give the outline of the form ; “and I will
Jay sinews upon youthat will enable the joints to act. When the Lord
makes a Christian, he means that man to act, he means him to have
some sPrings of action about him. He shall Dot be a poor, dormant, dead
sort of thing; he is formed for service; ho is formed for God; he is
formed to stand out in this ungodly world for the blessed God. “ And
flesh came upon them, and they were covered with skin.” There is no
uncertainty about it, you see. And how did the prophet bring this about P
By simply declaring God’s truth. *“ 1 prophesied as I was commanded.”

But the breath reEresents not only life but also liberty—these two
tilings. Hence you know, if you are under any very great trouble, and
some sudden almost, or peculiar interposition of Providence appear on
your behalf, you sag, I can breathe now; | feel free now. Just so spi-
ritually. You may be alive, but there B a bondage in the soul; there is
a something wanting; but by and by, when the Lord brings liberty into
the soul, and you feel that you are free for life and death and eternity,
Ah, say you, | can breathe now; | am alive now. But let us follow this
matter out. There was no breath in them, no liberty, and yet they were
out of death too. There is the noise, and the shaking, and the unity to
Christ; and there are the sinews, fittin? them for action; and there is the
flesh and muscles, to denote they shall be muscular, strong Christians;
and there is the skin, immortal, to beautify them; not like our mortal
skin, growing old, withered, and becoming by and by like a piece of
parchment almost, if we live long enough, and then mingling with the
dust: not so in this new creatureBhip; it is always fresh, always young,
always new. We speak of the Saviour as the ancient One, but wre can
never speak of him as the aged One, for he can never grow old; and the
saints, as they are in him, can never grow old. Hence you will find, when
angels have appeared (and they are some thousands of years old), they
are sometimes called young men; and so, when the prophets have
appeared,—when one appeared to John in the book of the .Revelation, he
appeared as a young man. Ancient, if you like, but not aged. Thus,
then, the Lord forms these people for himself. “ Then said the Lord
unto me, Prophesy unto the wind,” the wind there of course mystically
meaning the person and personal power of the holy, omnipresent, omni-
scient, omnipotent, eternal Spirit of the living God. 1 love that part of
the chapter; it is so beautiful; not a sin?Ie thing left for the dry bones ;
the whole of it is done by the Lord himself. There is not any appeal mado
to them ; there is a command 10 them to hear the word, and by moans of
hearing the Lord brings them to life, and carries on the work. “ Pro-
phesy unto the wind; prophesy, ton of man, and say to the wind, Thus
saith the Lord God, Come from the four winds, O Dbreath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live. So | prophesied as he commanded
me.” Ah, | didn’t agpeal to the bones, 1 a«ked the Holy Spirit to conio.
Ah, | said, Awake, O north wind, and come, thou south, and blow upon
these bones, that they may live. ““I prophesied ub lie commanded mo.”
The prophet had just the same confidence in the omnipotenoy and cor-
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tainty of the Holy Spirit as in the omnipotency and certainty of the
Father’s counsels, and of the victory the dear Redeemer should achieve.
The prophet was a thorough Trinitarian. It was the eternal Spirit that
showed him these things. “ Come from the four winds, breath,
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” The Holy Spirit, in
the universality of his power, concentrating upon these dry bones the
everlasting love of God, concentrating upon these dry bones the electing
grace of God, the mediatorial perfection of the dear Redeemer, the immu-
table counsels of the eternal God, the Holy Spirit grasping these eternal
truths, and concentrating them upon the dry bones, brought the whole of
them into all the vitalitg of eternal love, of eternal choice, of mediatorial
achievement, of immutability, with the prospect of eternal victory ; and so
great was the work that “ they stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great
army ;” they took a defiamt attitude ; and that is what the soul must come
to that is thus taught of God. “ Let everything that hath ” this heavenly
“ breath praise the Lord.” Ah, sayjyou, | am a poor thing. Well, the Lord
knows that. ““Let everything.” So, if you are a poor thing, a helpless
thing, a worthless thing, a stupid tiling, a sinful thing, and all sorts of
things you may call yourself, still you are one of the living things. * Let
everything that hath breath praise the Lord.” Thus, then, look at our
state by nature; see how faith came by hearing; see the noise, the
shaking, and the unity ; see the sinews for action, the muscles for strength,
the skin for beauty, and then see the eternal Spirit grasping infinity,
concentrating infinity upon these dry bones, and bringing them up out of
finitude into_infinity. Oh, when they stood up, and looked back, and saw
their names in life’s fair book set down, and could look forward and behold
eternal joys their own, they might all with one tremendous shout make
hell tremble, heaven rejoice, its arches echo with “ What shall we fear
what man can do unto us, seeing what God hath done and will do?”
“ Let every one that hath ” this spiritual “ breath praise the Lord.” So,
here is no coaxing, no inviting, no you shall and you shan't, and you
must and you can't—none of this: here are the bones just as they are,
and here 1s the ’process, the whole of it lying with the Lord. Let us
notice one more thing in the process. The Lord says, “ These bones are
the whole house of Israel; behold, they say, Our bones are dried.”
Ah, when did they say this? Not till life came into the soul. David
says, ““ily bones are burnt as an hearth,” meaning, everything is
burnt up by sin. We are so burnt ulﬁ) by sin, and blackened by sin, that
we are nothing but poor, worthless, helpless creatures. Our very bones
are dried, they said. How came they to say this? The Lord quickened
them, and made them see it and feel it. “ And our hope is lost.” How
came you to find that out? You do not find the natural man talk like that.
You go to the greatest criminal now in any of our gaols, and if he were
on his dying bed—that is, supposing him to be a graceless man, if grace
does not find out the criminal, and save him as it did the thief on the
cross;—and you say to him, Now you have lived a dreadful life; have
you any hope? Yes, he says, | have a hope. You have been a great
criminal. Oh yes; but | have known some criminals do what | have
never done;—I have never robbed on a Sunday; and besides, I have
never robbed a Dissenting parson; and another says, | have never robbed
a Church clergyman. You will always find they have something or
another as a reason why they should hope. But when God comes in
and cuts the sinner up root and branch, he says, | have no hope as a
sinner; as a sinner | have not one reason to assign why the great God
should not banish me from his presence, and say to me at the last,
““Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.” 1 have no hope;
and 1f ever | get a hope it must be the gift of God by Jesus Christ; it
must be by the grace and mercy of God. Apart from that | have no
hope. ““Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost; we are cut off for
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car par's. How did you find that out? Saul of Tarsus was a learned
mas. and a very industrious man; but with all his learning and industry
he had never found out what he was as a sinner; he had never found out
that he was cut * ff from God, and that Christ al ne could unite him to
Ga ; that * Christ died the just for the unjust, to bring us to God.” But
waen Goa set in, and showed Saul of Tarsus that as a sinner he was cut
off —Ah, he said, | have been joining with them that cutoff the Messiah,
the zmly Person who ean unite us to God, who ean bring us eternal life,
give us an inheritance, and be our portion for ever. So, then, happy the
people that have thus found out their condition, that know something of
this r.o’se, of this shaking, of this unity of the faith, and are longing for
the Holy Ghost to concentrate upon their seals the blessings of which |1
have spoken;—they may thus lake a defiant position, and feel that as
Jesus hath conquered, and God is on their side, they must therefore be
more than conquerors through him that loved, them.

Now what becomes of these people? Not one of these bones (so they
were not Wesleyana, you see, in doctrine, at any rate) was lost. Towards
:de end of this 37th of Ezekiel it is said of these selfsame people, “ They
shali inherit the land for ever.” So says Peter, ““Kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation.” *“ And David my servant,” meaning
Jesus Christ, *“ shall be king over them ; and I will place my sanctuary
in the midst of them for evermore.” So you have a land for ever, a king
forever, and God’s presence for ever. The Lord saith in the 39th of
Ezekiel. last verse, ot the same people, ““Neither will 1 hide my face any
move from them.” So by Jesus Christ God is eome to dwell with us, and
he will never go away again; Jesus hath led captivity captive, ascended
up on high, received gifts for men, even for the rebellious, that the Lord
Gm might dwell among them. And the Lord saith, “ Moreover 1 will
ma&e a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant
with them; and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set m
sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. My tabernacle also shall
be with them; yea, | will be their God, and they shall be my people.
And the heathen ”—that is, the Gentiles—* shall know that | the Lord
do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for
evermore.” The Lord revealed to Peter a very repulsive scene;—wild
beasts, four-footed beasts, reptiles, creeping things, fowls of the air;—
“ Arise, Peter; slay, and eat.” Not so, Lord, it I1s the worst lot | ever
saw. Oh no, it is not, Peter—not the worst you ever saw;—you never
saw their real condition so before; it is onl?/ a picture of yourself by
nature. ““What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.” So
mere is the prediction that when Christ should come and establish the
eternal dweli ng of God with men. then should the Gentiles leant the
delightful truv- that the Lord doth sanctify Israel. And how does he
do it? First, by election, setting them apart, and giving them to Christ;
blessing them with all spiritual blessings;—* sanctifled by God the
Father;”—that is, done sovereignly. Secondly, lie does so legally.
““Jesus Christ, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood,
suffered without the gate.” Thirdly, regenerationally, as we have shown
this morning, bringing them to a knowledge of himself. Fourthly, he
Goes so reaurrevtionally ; for what is the resurrection but the completing
of our sanctification, the completing of the getting rid of the beg%arly
elements of corruption, mortality, degradation, and weakness? * They
ehall know that 1 trie Lord do thus sanctify Israel.” This sweetly areores
with the language of one who said, ™ All my springs are in thee, the Lord.”

I now notice ike order oftkii [raise. “ Let everything that hath breath
Braise the Lord.” You that are made conscious that you are as a dry

one, that you are by nature without hope, that you are cut off, and that
you ean have life only as the gift of God by Jesus Christ, that you can
nave hope only by Jesus Christ, and that you ean be heirs of God
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only by dosua ChriM, let such praise the l«'nl  Now Ihis Pnaliii nets
forth Oic otsler in which they are to praise the Lord. * I'mitm God in
hiaaauctuavr. ' I'he sanctuary thereof course refers lo the temple i mid Ilin
hniple pivseuts to ua the saeritleial a<r\icc. mid that anerilleml service
presents to us the aubstitutional work oft'lirist. I'ne lire descended upon
the sacrifice. and the people escaped. [I'herel'ore | he doctrine here implied
by praising the I<ovd tn liis sanctuary is that of reconciliation lo God by
the n.nviinputation of sin to us, by our sins being blotted out j lbr Im
saith, ” 1, even I. am ho that blottelh out thy (ransgressious, and will not
remember thy sms I'ne sanctuary, therefore, spiritually and mystically,
moans the Lord desns Christ ; and. saith the apostle, “ Thanks bo lo God.
that always causoth us to triumph in Christ,*  Wo rail praise him there;
that is the place topra.se him -in Christ, where God hath everything tor
us. and y{)here ho hath nothing against us. It is a sweet, thing to live
then', a blessed thing to die then' wo cannot bo too familiar with this
autitvpical sanctuary, where " mercy o'er the guilty reigns," and when'
wo can praise the l.onl tor this wondcrfitl revelation of his eternal mercy
and’glory. Secondly, you are to ** praise him in the Armament of his
power;" for what would the sanctuary be if it were not followed up with
pow er to keep us in that reconciliationP " The eternal God is thy refuge,
and underneath an' the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the
enemy fnun before thee ; and shall say, Destroy them." 80 then let us
praise him in the firmament of his power. ™ Kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation." Then, thirdly, we are to "praise him for
lus mightv acts.” | will hen'name only two mighty acts one bringing
the Israelites out of Egypt: the other, overturning Pharaoh and his host.
And these two mighty acts typify two mighty acts wrought by the omni-
potent arm of t e So our. At 'Calvary he wrought eternal salvation, nt
Calvary he destroyed all our sins ; that was a mighty act that delivered us ;
that was a might} act that desirovedall our sins. And as not an Egyp-
tian was left alive,—that is. not one of those that pursued the Israelites.—
s0. not one sin hath any legal life, or right, or power in it; all is dead;
and so. as you stand in Christ, reckon yourself to be dead indeed unto sin.
And then you are to praise him for something else;—you are to go on
from step to step; not to leave the reconciliation behind, not to leave the
Ix>wer behind,—his eternal power,—not to leave his mighty acts behind ;
>t go on praising him. taking all these yvith gou; never mind if your
song h«s as many verses as the 119th Psalm, 176, verse after verse, verse
after verse, take it all with you; you will have plenty of time to go
through the w hole when you get into a brighter and better world. Then
you are to " praise him according to his excellent greatness.” 1 will tell
vou what I think his excellent greatness is, and how I came to think so.
I think his greatness is excellent because it is the greatness of love.
" How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! ” This Is excellent great-
ness. You know there are some great, swelling mortals—great men; but
then it is not excellent greatness. Heal greatness is based upon humility,
upon love, and upon doing good. Now the excellency of God’s greatness
Is that it is the greatness of lovingkiudness. Oh, what an excellent
greatness was that which sent such a Saviour; what an excellent greatness
was it in Jesus giving himself in the greatness of his love to die for us
wliat an excellent greatness was that that- found us out in our low estate,
and what an excellent greatness is that when it is said that * God is love” |
Then also we are to “ praise him with the sound of the trumpet,” which |
have no time to enlarge upon. Now the order of praise here closes in a
way that exactly suits the hyper. 1am a thorough out and out hyper,
and always was, and always shall be. 1 am not ashamed to own that my
salvation originated with the Most High, that my salvation was wrought
by the Most High, and that it was by the sovereign pleasure of the Most
High that I was brought to know his name.
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