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FORMED FOR MERCY.

A SERMON

PREACHED ON SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER I*rn, 18«9,
By MR. JAMES WELLS,

AT THB VBW BU&KBF TABBRWACLX, WAXSET STBEIT.

“ That they may receive forgiraness obin\/-tas. xxri. IS.

Ip we wish to be cast out not only by the profane, but by the empty
professing world, there is no more effectual way of acquiring that honour
than abiding fast by the mercy of God. The enemy well knows that no-
thing but mercy can suit the sinner's case in reality; therefore he stirs
up the minds of men not so much against the name of mercy, but against
that real, new covenant, true and eternal mercy of God by which alone
we can be saved. There was not anything that brought more reproach
from the carnal mind upon the Saviour than his kindness and his mercy.
Hence they said to the disciples, “ Why eaterh your Master with Publi-
cans and sinners ? ” and you see what the Saviour*s answer was :—* They
that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. But gotye
and learn what that meaneth, 1 will have mercy, and not sacrifice; for
I am not come to call the righteous.” 1 am not come to call any man
because he is righteous, for though a great many are righteous in their
own eyes, the word of God bears testimony that * there is none righteous
—*“1 am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
And hence you will generally find the Pharisaic world always quibbling
about some little thing or another. Thus when the disciples plucked the
ears of corn,—*“ Why do thy disciples do that which it is not lawful to
do on the Sabbath dayP” and the Saviour then shows that whatever the
necessities of the Lord's people are, those necessities must be met; and
if there is a law that stands m the way of those necessities being met,
that law must be set aside in order to meet their necessities. * Have ye
not read so much as this, what David did. when himself was an hungered,
and they which were with him ; how he went into the house of God, and
did take and eat the shewbread, and gave also to them that were with,
him; which it is not lawful to eat but for the priests alone ?” But then
David and those with him were driven out for God's truth s sake: and
they were in necessity, and so the ceremonial law must be laid aside and
give way to their necessity. And then said the Saviour, " If ye had
known what that meaneth, | will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would
not have condemned the guiltless.” So then, if we intend to get any
good for our own souls, and to be of any use to others, if we intend or
desire to glorify God, we must abide bv the gospel of his eternal merr%/;
and the more we do so the better. You know if die Jews should be
saved, it is to be through the mercy which is obtained by the Gentiles;
they are to obtain mercy through our mercy, and < merry rejoiceth
against judgment.” And | will kuow diat where this mercy is received
it makes*the man thoroughly willing in lus own heart and soul,—he goes
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on to serve the Lord. | would not give much for that servant that will
work only when his master's eye is upon him, or when he is under the
lash; 1 would give but little for that religion that depends upon eternal
force to make a man walk in the ways of the Lord. It is very different
with those that are born of God. 1 read of the sheep of Christ that he
puts them forth, and thoy follow him ; that they know his voice, and that
he gives unto them eternal life. In the 136th Psalm we are assured
twenty-six times, in twenty-six verses, that the mercy of the Lord en-
dureth for ever; it is all mercy from first to last, not mercy without the
consideration, of course, ofjustice and law. God has so ordered matters
that mercy rejoiceth against judgment; that mercy and truth have met
together, in Christ; righteousness and peace embraced each other. In-
creasingly do | prize, and 1 hope you will too, the liberty of reading the
Bible for yourselves, and judging for yourselves; for you will get very
little elsewhere. We are all veering off into Pharisaism; it is all the
doings of the creature, very little of the doings of the Lord. But still
there must be a people that shall be of a different spirit, because there is
a promise that “ they shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great
goodness, and shall speak of thy mighty acts.

I notice, in the first place, personal preparation to receive the forgive-
ness of sins. Secondly, the nature of that forgiveness ofsins. Thirdly,
as far as time permit, some of the happy consequences of this forgiveness
of sins.

First, personal preparation to receive the forgiveness ofsins. There is
not a man under the canopy of heaven that is prepared for the reception
of the forgiveness of sins, that forgiveness which the Lord bestows, but
those whom the Lord prepares. We will take the apostle’s words in the
preceding part of the verse, together with some other scriptures, and see
whether we are prepared to receive the forgiveness of sins. It is said
concerning the lame man that he had faith “ to be healed; ” he was pre-
Sared to receive the blessing; there were many others there that were

iseased like this man, but they were not prepared, they had not faith to
be healed. And so if you have not the faitn of assurance that you are
forgiven, ifyou have faith to receive the forgiveness, you are prepared.
But let us look closely into this preparation. Now the apostle said that
he was sent to the Gentiles ““to open their eyes, and to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins.” Here is a threefold description of a pre-
paration for the forgiveness of sins. First, to open their eyes. Shall 1
make use of the apostle Paul to instruct us in this matterP When he
was spiritually blind, he saw not what a vile nature his was ; he saw not
nor felt what a desperately wicked and deceitful heart he had. He looked
at his ceremonies, at his Jewish extraction, and at his doings, as some-
thing like a covering for everything that was wrong. But when God set
in by the power and majesty of his eternal law, and showed to Saul that
all these righteousnesses which he counted so much of, were but filthy
rags, and which the apostle afterwards accounted dung,—oh, what a
different estimation that from what he put upon his own doings before
his eyes were opened. And when his eyes were opened to see that the
law entered into the thoughts and qualities of the heart, he said, ‘it
wrought in me "—not, of course, infused into him, but brought to light
what there was in him—* all manner of concupiscence.” His eyes were
opened, and now he saw that ho had nothing but sin to call his own, he
stood before God as a sinner, he had nothing external, internal, original,
or in prospect, but sin. If | live, I must sin ; for it is utterly impossible
for the natural man to live any other life than a lifo of sin. Ifthe natural
man reform, and become as admirable in the eyes of men as an angel of
light, nevertheless unconvinced of his condition, there is a pride and
Pharisaism about him that makes that life which before mon appears so
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admirable, nothing but sin before God. Therefore it is a fact, that we
have nothing but sin to call our own. And when a man’s eyes are opened
to see this, that is one step towards preparation to receive the forgiveness
of sins.  Ah, happy the man that has got thus far,—to test himself by the
pure law of God, and to say from experience what the apostle saith (and
If you cannot say it from your own personal experience, then there is
something lacking in your religion).—* The law is spiritual, but I am
carnal, sold under sin.” Where there is this feeling, then when that
r(%mn is given out your heart will go out with it, concerning coming to
rist,—

° Nothing but sin I thee can give,
Nothing but love shall I receive.™

This enlightenment, then, by the Eoly Spirit, is one step towards pre-
paration for the forgiveness of sins. We cannot deceive the great
Creator; he knows, when we profess to sigh after forgiveness, whether
we are convinced of our depraved, sinful, and wretched condition or not;
he knows whether ws see and feel that as sinners we are poor, and blind,
and wretched, and miserable; we cannot deceive him. He will make
thuse of whom he is the teacher honest in this matter; and this is one
part of the honesty of the man that is taught of God—to confess before
God what he is. But not only to open their eyes to see their sad con-
dition, there is something besides this,—* to turn them from darkness to
light;” because many have acquired just light enough to hate God’s
truth. Now, just mind the apostle’s words, they are worthy of your
prayerful and most solemn attention, to open their eyes first,
and show them what they are; and then to show that there is
life in the soul, “to turn them from darkness to light.” What
is the light to which the soul, if born of God, is sooner or later
turned? Jesus Christ is that light. How does he become the light?
By his being the end of darkness. Sin is our darkness, and Christis
the end of sin. Also the law of God is shown at Sinai as a scene of
darkness, and Jesus Christ is the end of that law for righteousness to
every one that believeth. Jesus Christ is the end of death, and the end
of Satan’s power. This is the light to which the soul is turned. But
this is not all, there is something else comes to light, that the people for
whom Christ died were blessed with all spiritual blessings in him before
the world was. And the man that is taught of God does not run awa
from this light. If your light be not real, some of these truths will
offend you,—election for insiance; God’s sovereignty in choosing and
blessing a people with all spiritual blessings in heavenly plaoes in Christ
before the world was will become offensive, and you will run away;
whereas, if the light be real, if the soul be born of God, you will lean
more and more to it; you will say,—it is not for a poor blind creature of
a day like me to begin to question the prerogatives, the sovereignty, and
the lofty perfections of my Maker; | am not to instruct him, but he is
to instruct me. And light will come, one ray after another, until the
whole plan of eternal salvation will be unfolded to you; and thus not
only will your eyes be opened, but you will be turned from darkness to
light; from everything contrary to God’s truth, you will be turned to
God’s truth. There are plenty of professors that, like the moles, and
bats, and owls, have just visual power enough to hate the light and avoid
it; there are plenty of professors that hate God’s truth; they have just
light enough to hate and despise it; and they rejoice to see those who
hold it, in some way or other cast out aB evil. This has been the case
in all ages, and will be the case. Whereas if you are taught of God
there will be not only this enlightenment, but turning from darkness to
light. And then mark the next phrase,—* and from the power of Satan
unto God.” As you are aware, the word “ Satan ” signifies an adversary ;
and it is the business of this adversary to keep up in our minds an aver-
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eion to God'* way of waving a sinner. Bnt when the eyes are thus opened,
and the sinner thus turned from darkness to the light of God’s salvation
and eternal truth, then the adversary is resisted, Satan can no longer
hold such an one hark. Let mo give an instance or two of this from the
word of God. ‘'lake Joshua: you see he was prepared for the forgive-
nessof sins. There he stood before the Lord, clothed with filthy garments ;
he felt and saw what a poor creature he was. You see that lie was en-
lightened, you see that he was turnod from darkness to light, that he
wus turned to the messenger of the everlasting covenant; and from the
power of Satan ; Joshua was delivered from the power of Satan
neforo Satan was put under his feet. 1 consider that Joshua was
delivered from the power of Satan even while Satan stood at his
right hand to resist him ; for while Satan stood there, he could not get
Joshua away fr m the angel of the covenant, ho could not got him away
from where there was hope for a poor sinner. Then presently in comes
the Lord, as you know; the Lord had thus prepared Joshua to receive
this forgiveness of sins, therefore the Lord stepped in, put Satan under
his feet, and ministered the mercy for which he had prepared him. Just
so with Isaiah, the Lord showed him what ho was as a sinner, made him
feel what ho was as a sinner, turned him from darkness to the light of
God’s eternal truth, arid thus prepared him to receive forgiveness of sins.
So it was with the Publican, so it was with the thief on the cross; so it
was with numbers on the day of Pentecost, they were all prepared to re-
ceive the forgiveness of sins. So it was with the poor palsied man ; in
what way he camo into such affliction it is not for me to say ; perhaps by
profligacy, as many do in our day. How many young people are there
In our day that are left to profligacy, and especially that of drink, which
includes everything that is bad; their constitution jh gone, and they bring
themselves down into wretchedness. And for aught | know, this man
might have done the same. He was palsied. And he seemed to have no
faith ; lie saw himself such a sinner that he seemed to have no confidence.
But those who knew the Saviour, and the mercy and ability of the Saviour,
they, as you are aware, four of them took the man up, and brought him
to Christ ; and though they had to take off u part of the roof of the house,
and let the man down into the room where the Saviour was, their faith did
not fail. But the palsied man seems to have had no faith; you may
almost imagine him saying, its no use, there never was a sinner like mo
pardoned yet, and there never will be. 1 havo brought myself into all
this physical and mental agony by my own profligacy; and there never
wm a wr< Lch like me saved, and never will be. lie didn’'t seem to have a
ram of faith. But “ when Jesus saw their faith”—not the poor man’s
aith, for he naw that lie had none : hut they had faith ; and bo we who
know the Saviour, we have unbounded faith in his ability. Bless the
Lord | | am never afraid of meeting a case too bad for him ;—when Jesus
naw their faith, he said unto this poor man,—for the man was well prepared
for the message of mercy, ho was well prepared for the forgiveness of sins,
—*“Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” Anu when the Pharisees murmured
at this mercy of the Lord, well, the Saviour said, I will heal his body as
well, “ Take up thy bed and walk." And so the man was made both
happy in hia soul and healthy in his body; wont off a new man in body
and soul; and of course he would go on all his days in body and soul
glorifying a God of such mercy as this. Thus then, * to open their eyes,
and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God ;" without this they arc not prepared to receive the forgiveness
of sin*. Hence it wuh the poor woman you read of, whom people have
erroneomdy thought to bo Mary Magdalene, which it certainly was not,
In ciiHM,. Mary Magdaleno was altogether dilK rcntly situated—! refer now
to liliii woman in Simon’s house; she was conscious of her slate, she was
well prepared to receive forgiveness of sms, and she had received that
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forgiveness before she went into Simon’s house; it was the love of Christ
which she felt in her soul that constrained her to go to the house where
he was, and to wash his feet with her tears, to wipe them with the hairs
of her head, and to anoint them with costly ointment. And when Simon
the Pharisee questioned the propriety of the Saviour’s conduct, he renewed
to her the assurance of forgiveness. “ | say unto thee, her sins, which are
many, are forgiven her; and he said unto her, Thy faith hath saved thee,
go in peace.” ANh! then it is the work of grace to prepare the soul to
receive the forgiveness of sins. | cannot nut just stop here for one
moment to express—what shall | say P—my lamentation over our state
by nature. Here we are, guilty, but utterly unconscious of the depth of
our guilt; depraved, but utterly unconscious of the depth of that depravity;
here we are, infinitely loathsome to divine purity ami integrity, and God’s
eternal law, but seeking, if we seek at all, in a thousand wrong ways, to
make ourselves pleasing to God and accepted of him. So we livo, and so
we should die and be lost, but for that almighty mercy that interposed,
opened our eyes, turned us from darkness to light, and from tho power
of Satan unto God. And | may just say that those who are thus brought
into the light that shows them their real condition, and God’s salvation
and eternal mercy, such persons are prepared for heaven. If such persons
were to die before they realized for%iveness, they would not bo lost; for
you know what is written, and a beautiful scripture it is, in tho 1st of
Colossians ; 1 do not know that | ever so saw tho beauty of tho words as
I did this morning, on looking at them in connection with our subject;
where the apostle saith, ““Giving thanks unto tho Father  why tho
apostle would not say that unless there were something solid, important,
and valuable—* which hath made us moot to bo partakers of the inheri-
tance of the saints in light.” Then tho question arises—how hath he' done
this? Why, he ““hath delivered us from tho power of darkness,” as ex-
plained by the apostle to be in another placo—*“ If our gospel be hid, it
Is hid to them that are lost, in whom the god of this world hath blinded
the minds of them that believe not, lest the light of tho glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine in unto them ; but God,
who commanded the light to shino out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge of tho glory of God in tho
face of Christ Jesus and God's glory is eternal salvation ; tho eternal
salvation of our souls is that which, above all other things, God glories in ;
there is not anything, no, not the creation, nor tho whole of providence,
that God hath so much glory in as ho has in tho eternal salvution of our
souls. We see this in the found pieco of silver, wo see it in tho loHt sheep
found, we see it in the ﬁrodigal, and in all thoso that are saved. “ Who
hathdelivered us from tho powerof darkness,and hath translated us into tho
kingdom of his dear Son, in whom we have redemption through his blood,
even the forgiveness of sins.” Here is the preparation then. |Low true
it is that “ the preparation of tho heart in man,” uh well as “ the answer
of the tongue, is from the Lord.” Is not this encouraging to some of us
that experience a great deal of discouragementP If wo have not yet
realized forgiveness of sinB, yot tho Lord hath brought us not only to
know our need of it, but hath reconciled us to tho way in which it must
come, it must come by faith in Jesus Christ, by tho grout and eternal
mercy of God, by his good pleasure ; and if ho hath thus shown us our
need, reconciled us to the way in which that inoroy shall come, such never
mwere lost, and never will bo. 1 do not wonder at David tracing thia
matter out as he does; aud I fool irresistibly tempted to say a few words
upon that psalm, because it carries out our subject so nicely, “ Blessed is
he whoso trans%ression is forgiven." Ah ! yes, if sinis not forgiven, it
matters not what blessings you havo; you may have health, and pro-
perty, and friends, and a thousand things ; but then, if you are an un-
forgiven sinner, and are still in the bond of iniquity and in the "all of
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bitterness, what are all these thingsP See how soon they are gone ; what
mere shadows they are. What is your life? It is but a vapour, that
appeareth a little while, and then vanisheth away. “ Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered/’ what a sweet scripture
that js; “ whose sin is covered.” Christ has thrown his mediatorial work
over all the sins of the people ; so that those who are thus forgiven, their
sins are never to be brought to light at the last great day; they may be
sought for, but they shall not be found; for “ I will pardon them whom 1
reserve.” " Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no guile.” How was David himself prepared
for this forgiveness ? He tells us. He says, “ When | kept silence, my
bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.” That is very
strong similitude, that we are not in the habit of using, but of course the
meaning is that he became in his own estimation a mere death skeleton ;
« my bones waxed oldall my strength was gone, and | felt | was all
sin and sinfulness. And then mark something else:—* For day and night
thy hand was heavy upon me.” Perhaps some of you may not know
much of this, but it is a very solemn part of experience. “ Day and night
thy hand was heavy upon me.” In what way P Like this :—* Pay that
thou owvwest” Prepare to meet thy G od* Every idle word that man
shall speak, he shall give account thereof in the day of jJudgment” He
that onendeth in one point is guilty of the whole “If thou hast run
with the footmen and they have wearied thee, how wilt thou do in the
swelling of Jordan?” Ah, when such scriptures as these press home upon
the soul, they cut the sinner up root and branch ; he is as miserable as
any creature out of hell can be; as saith the Psalmist in another place,
“ The sorrow s of death compassed me about, the pains of hell gat hold upon
me.” “ Day and night thy hand was heavy upon me; my moisture is turned
into the drought of summer;” meaning spiritually the same thing that is
meant in the preceding verse,—that all his creature comeliness, supposed
strength, and goodness were all consumed, and he was left nothing, but,
if 1 may so speak, a collection of ruins and wretchedness. This made
the apostle say under the same experience, *“ O wretched man that I am.”
Perhaps some of you will say, this is very doleful. Well, friends, but it
prepares the heart; it prepares the soul to receive the great mercy, the
great love, the great salvation, and the great provisions of the everlasting
gOBpel of the blessed God. Now, saith David, u in whose spirit there is
no guile.” And where there is this experience, there will be no hypo-
crisy, no mere pretension. Such persons are in earnest with themselves,
and in earnest with God. *“ For this shall every one that is godly pray
unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found.” So then, if thou hast
this preparation, and feelest thy need of this mercy, then there is the
seed oflife, thou art born of an incorruptible seed, and thou art called godly
by the word before you can call yourself godly. Youwould not call your-
self godly until you have received this heavenly forgiveness, and then you
will rejoice that you will be reckoned among the godly, and not the ungodly.
“ For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time w hen
thou mayest be found ; surely in the floods of great waters they shall not
come nigh unto him.” Just as a drowning world could not reach the ark
when the flood came, so the lost world at the last great day can have no
access to Christ. He will not come at the last day as a minister of
mercy, as a minister of grace;—that [is, not as the gospel now comes,
he shall then come as the Judge, to receive his own, and to pass the final
and awful, yet, righteous sentence upon the others, *“ For this shall every
one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found.”
Do you ask when that time is? Well, before you die;—that is the time
when he may be found; and if thou hast this preparation for this forgive-
ness, and art seeking him, he will be found; and if you do not find him
until you come to die, well, then there is a promise to such that at evening
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time it shall be light.” And that scripture' in the 9th Psalm is a very
important one— | do not know that | can mention it too often, because |
know that many who are prepared,—that is to say, that know their need
of this mercy and this forgiveness, have not yet realized 1t; they go on
faint in the ways of the Lord, and are sometimes exceedingly tempted
to cast away what little confidence they have, and give it up altogether,—
but there i3 that beautiful scripture,—" Thou Lord has not forsaken
them that seek thee.” We are apt sometimes to get almost out of patience
with some of our brethren and sisters in the Lord, because they are such
doubting ones, such fearful ones; we cannot see that they have any
reason to doubt as they do, and we sometimes think we can by a little
severity drive their doubts and fears away; but no, it is no use; and if
we were to get out of patience and forsake them, the Lord will not for-
sake them; for “ Thou, Lord, has not forsaken them that seek thee.”
But 1 will hasten to the next part; the nature of thisforgiveness of sins.
First, it is the forgiveness of love. There can be no, what may be called,
real forgiveness without love. We see a variety of kinds of forgiveness
among creatures. One says,—Well, I will forgive you, but I will take
care I will have no more to do with you. Now that is not the Lord’s
forgiveness. Another says, Well, I will forgive you this time ; but mind
this,—if ever you do so again, I won’t forgive you. Well, that is not the
Lord’s forgiveness. Another says, Well, I will forgive you, but I can't
exactly forget it; well, that’s not the Lord’s forgiveness. We see these
things among creatures, but it is not so with the Lord. His forgiveness
is the forgiveness of intense, of endless, of infinite, of immutable love;
so that you and I really cannot enter into the delight with which the
Lord forgives. Why, he so loves the people, lay a fault to their charge,
or leave one sin unforgiven!—just look at Solomon’s Song, and see what
delight the Lord there expresses in constituting his people as the morn-
ing, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, terrible as an army with banners.
It is the forgiveness of love; and where that is, it is wonderful what it
will do. Why, God the Father, that we might be forgiven, such was his
wonderful plan, rather than our sins should not be forgiven, he gave his
only begotten Son. This was love! not that we loved God, but that he
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. “As a
father pitieth his children, so doth the Lord pity them that fear him,”
and are thus brought to know their need of his forgiving mercy; “ he
knoweth our frame, he remembereth that we are dust. As for man, his
days are as grass—as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the
wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it
no more. But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.”
Only think of it, how the father received the prodigal son. Why, the
father wouldn’t so much as mention one of his faults; the prodigal did
say, “ I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight;” but the father
took no notice of 1t; the father had forgiven, and would forget it all.
“1, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions, and will not
remember thy sins.” Itis the forgiveness, then, of intense and eternal love.
Secondly, it is the forgiveness, shall I call it, of reconciliation; that is, it
brings about reconciliation. As | just now hinted, you see among
creatures, one will say, I will forgive you, but in future keep your dis-
tance. Well, perhaps, that is almost as good a forgiveness as you can
expect from a creature; but not so with our God;—it is the forgiveness
of reconciliation ; “ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them.” And how is it the forgiveness of reconciliation?
Why, by the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. He hath obeyed the law,
and there is nothing left to find fault with; lie hath suffered all the
penalty of sin, put away sin by the sacrifice of himself; thus he brings
about reconciliation,—God with us, having nothing against us. He
hasn't our past sins against us, he hasn't our present sins against us, and



he hasn’'t our future faults against us. “ Who shall lay anything to the
charge of God’s elect P” God is pleased, Christ is satisfied, prediction is
fulfilled, the promisee are fulfilled, and the language of the poor pardoned
sinner is, “ We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thine house, even
of thv holy temple.** It is then the forgiveness of love, the forgiveness
of righteousness, because it is by the mediatorial work of the Lord Jesus
Christy “ I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven
you for his name’s sake.” If | am speaking to any one ever so tried
upon this, you really must not despair. Your sins are to be forgiven you
for his name's sake. Now really will you adopt the position that Jesus
Chrises name hasn’t w orthiness enough in it to take away your unworthi-
ness* Will you hold that his atonement has not efficacy enough in it to
atone for such siu as your’s is? Will you hold that his righteousness
has not glory enough in it to exempt you from such a condemnation as
you deserve ? and will you hold, while your sin hath abounded, that his
grace cannot much more abound ? Ah, you may say, this is all very
well, but that is not the point; | can receive all that, hold all that,
but the point is, I can’t think it is for me. But if you knov
vour need of it. and are reconciled to God's way of ministering it,
it is for you. If, however, you do not know your need of it, and
are not reconciled to God's way of ministering it, 1 cannot say
it is for you. What then? ““Israel hath not obtained that which he
aeeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded.”
And how was it that Israel did not attain to the righteousness of the law,
or how was it they did not attain unto this mercy and this forgiveness ?
Because they sought it not by faith, but by the works of the law. It is,
then. the forgiveness of love, and the forgiveness of mediatorial right-
eousness ; and | scarcely need say that this forgiveness, of course, is final.
And what an infinite advantage and mercy this is for us, this forgiveness
of sm. There is nothing without it. Cain thought*to succeed without
th s forgiveness of sin ; that is where his error was. Abel well knew he
could not succeed without this forgiveness of sin, without this atonement
tor sin; therefore Abel, knowing his need, was reconciled to God’s way
of merev ; but Cain was not reconciled to God’s way of mercy.

So. then, the great thing, after all, is to know our need of mercy, and
to be rectMieiled to the way of mercy. The Saviour cared not what men
tccught; eight woes he pronounced upon those religions that set his
mercy aside. Ye pass over, he says, faith, judgment, and mercy, these
we<aty matters of the law of truth, and you are very punctilious
in little things. There is only one remedy for error—the gospel; no
human organization can do the slightest good; it must be the gospel.
You know what the rule is in God’s word,—that the Lord Jesus Christ
shall consume the man of sin by the spirit of his mouth, and by the
brightness of his coming. Now those who know their need of the for-
giveness of sins, and are reconciled to the way of it, they receive that
forgiveness in the testimony of it, abide by it. You know there is for-
givenes with God.—then abide by the Lord. You know there is forgive-
ness in Christ,—then abide by the Saviour; you know there is forgive-
ness proclaimed in the gospel,—then abide by the gospel; and you know
that torgiveness comes in the ways of the Lord,—then abide in the ways
of the Lord; and I am sure in thus abiding, you will not wait in
vain ; none ever did ; for ““the Lord hath not said to the seed of Jacob,
seek ye me in vain.”

But some of the people of God are favoured to receive the forgiveness
or sms not only in tne testimony of it, but in the swreet experience of it,

the realization of it.



