





THE END OF TROUBLE. 363

understand this great matter of the new covenant in contrast to the old,
and the more you are brohght into an acquaintance with the complete-
ness of the Saviour’s work (and the Lord abides in the immutability of
his covenant by that work), 1 am sure the more glorious the Lord will be
in your eyes, and the more eagerly, cheerfully, and delightfully will you
serve him. I do not feel that I can live the life that even some good
people seem contented to live. They seem so content without any under-
standing of these things. ThLey read these scriptures, and they appear to
them to be altogether incapable of being understood. But if you take
what is there said of the sun, moon, and stars as the abolition of the old
covenant, and all that pertaineth therennto, far the bringing in of the
new covenaut, and the bringing in of that eternal perfection that is in
Christ, what difficulty is there in it? It has no reference to the last
great day, the end of this world; for it there saith, “they hid
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;” but
there will be no rocks, or dens, or mountains to fly to at the last day;
because at the last day the earth itself and the works therein shall be
burned up. And besides, the human race then will be divided into two
classes, the one on the right hand—they will not have to fly anywhere,
the other on the left hand—they will have no opportunity of flying any-
where, because there is the sentence upon them. Therefore the words
have no reference whatever to the last day. This, then, is one application
—that the Lord doth bring his people to understand what the new cove-
nant is, and what Jesus Christ is in the confirmation of that covenant;
there is the death of the testator perfecting for ever them that are sanc-
tified. Shall we while we live, shall we to all eternity, get weary of the
blessed truth being brought before us, that we are complete in him? But,
secondly, this subversion of the heavens some learned men—and I think
with a great deal of consistency,—have applied to the overthrow of hea-
thenism ; that when the Christian religion began to establish itself in the -
Gentile world, then the heathen sun went down, the heathen moon was,
as it were, turned into blood ; the heathen rulers fell, as the fig tree casteth
her untimely figs when shaken with a mighty wind ; and when the apostle
went into the Gentile world, by the power of the eternal Spirit, there was
indeed a mighty wind that brought poor sinners from death to life, from
darkness to light, and enabled them to contrast the heathenism under
which they had hitherto been with the wonders of the new covenant, the
wonders of this Mediator; and in the contrast of the two how did they
detest the one, and with what eagerness did they embrace the other! saying,
“Come and speak to us the same words the next sabbath ;”” and the next
sabbath there came almost all the city together to hear the word of God.
They cast their idols to the moles and to the bats ; and thus the old heathen
heavens and earth were all passed away. ~Here is a new life, a new light,
a new day, a new scene altogether, and a new scene, too, that can never
grow old. That is another application of those words.

I shall come now, under the third head, to very close quarters. When
the sixth seal was opened there was a great earthquake ; that is the first
thing that is expressive of Christian experience, that is expressive of the
work of God. When God convinces a sinner of his state, what is the firs
thing? What does an earthquake figuratively mean? A revolution;
revolutions in nations are figuratively called earthquakes. When a sinner
18 convinced of his state, what does it do? It darkens all the hopes he
had before, darkens his prospects, brings him into darkness; and it is that
kind of revolution that swallows up everything. Hence when God met
with Saul of Tarsus, there was a mighty earthquake, that swallowed up.
all his confidences, all his religion, all his holiness, all his righteousness,
all his strength, all his wisdom, and there he was left, feeling that for
aught he deserved, the earthquake might also swallow him up. One of
old, who underwent this revolution of character, was brought nto such a.


















