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" And judgment was given unto them.”—Revelation ix. 4.' ».......... , .' •/> / . ■ . ° ■ , r . [ -- . J' !ZO
■ Those who are saved are made to know that the love of God is special 
and eternal^ that the choice of God is special and eternal; and that the 
salvation of God is also special and eternal. “ Israel shall he saved in tho 
Lord with an everlasting salvation; shall not he ashamed or confounded, 
world without end.” But from this plan and way of eternal mercy, men 
have, to their own destruction, wrested the Scriptures., Hence there was 
from the very beginning a general tendency in men to generalize that 
which the Lord had made special. <.Nay, the fall of man itself took place! 
by generalizing what the Lord had made special. They were not contend 
with that especial standing in which they were placed to abstain from the. 
tree of knowledge of good and evil—they must generalize. Satan knew 
if he could get our first parents to generalize that which God had madq 
special, that he should thereby, get their souls away from God, and bi*ing 
them to ruin. ,.So in all after ages there has been always a tendency tq 
generalize that which God has made special. ■ The Lord called Abraham 
and Hagar, and Ishmael would have generalized that special sworn cove* 
nant which the Lord revealed to Abraham. > But no, rather than that 
should be done, “Cast out the bondwoman and her son.” Esau, would, 
also have generalized the special, truths thus revealed, but Esau was 
defeated. And so the Israelites,—they were no sooner out of Egypt than 
they began to fight against the speciality of God’s order of things, and, 
began to generalize. No sooner were they in the land of Canaan than 
they began to amalgamate and to generalize. And no sooner were the 
great truths of the everlasting gospel proclaimed in the apostolic age, but 
that their speciality was by men thus taken away, and men began to gene
ralize, and to amalgamate, and to insinuate, or rather, to declare that these 
doctrines were not of such essential importance as to be abode by with 
that tenacity that some would abide by them with. Now we have just the 
same here. Here is Satan bound, that he should not deceive the nations 
any more. How is this taken? "Why, our millenarian friends, even, 
those that in other respects hold the same doctrines that we do, they take 
this binding of Satan to mean that he should deceive no one. Here, again,
is that generalization by which some men are deceived and the Scriptures 
obscured. So that I have this morning to preach that discriminating sort 
of sermon that will no doubt give in certain quarters great offence, and 
yet I will try to preach it as inoffensively as,! possibly can.

Vox, IX.-No. 452.
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I will therefore notice four things this morning, if time permit. First, 
the persons in whose favour judgment is given. Secondly, after what manner 
Satan is bound. Thirdly, the judgment itself which is given in favour of 
these people,—" judgment was given unto them.” Fourthly, the honour put 
upon them—they themselves being by divine authority constituted the 
judges of men and of angels.

First, then, the persons in whose favour judgment is given. They are called 
"nations.” You must understand in the outset of our discourse this morn
ing, I am going to try to show that there always have been, that there are 
now, and there will be to the end of time, two orders of nations. And very 
often where you meet with the word " nations,” which seems general, you 
must understand it in the limited sense—limited by that under which the 
nations are spoken of; and you must not make the word " nations ” extend 
any farther than the subject to which the nations, when they are mentioned, 
belong. Satan has his nations, which he has deceived fatally, which he does 
deceive fatally,’and which he will deceive fatally ; and the Lord has his 
nations which Satan has deceived, but which, when the Lord begins his work • 
in their hearts, Satan can deceive no more. Thus there are nations that 
Satan has fatally deceived, that he does and will fatally deceive; and there 
are people called nations that Satan cannot fatally deceive. Let us, then, 
examine the scriptures upon this. I go first to the Lord’s declaration to 
Abraham, " In thee and in thy seed ”•—meaning, of course, as the apostle 
explains, .Christ Jesus—shall "all nations be blessed.” What does 
that meanP ' It means the people among all nations that constitute the 
seed of Abraham. They are called nations because the Lord reckons them 
his nations. They are his people. They are the wheat, and the others are 
reckoned nothing in God’s house, the others are reckoned nothing in God’s 
truth, the others are 'reckoned nothing in God’s Christ, because they are 
not there. Now ask the question, is it true—is it a fact—that all the 
nations, literally, of Adam’s race have, from time to time, been brought 
into the faith of Abraham? Are there not two things clear P First, is it 
not clear that in no age have all the nations of the earth literally been 
brought into the faith of Abraham, and so blessed with faithful Abraham? 
We Jtnow they have not been. But, on the other hand, we do know that 
ever since the apostolic age multitudes in different nations have been 
brought in and blessed with faithful Abraham. Therefore the nations 
that were to be blessed in him doth not mean the nations at large, but it 
means what the seventh of the Revelation saith, " Out of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues.” They are called nations because they 
are God's everything; they are everything to him. Thus it is that the 
nations to be blessed in him mean God’s nations—those that he hath 
already chosen. And then mark something else,—the promise to Abra
ham that in him should all the nations of the earth be blessed was positive 
—there is no conditionality. So that when men come forward and say 
that it is because of something in the creature that the blessing is some
where stopped, that has no weight with us, because it is positive. Hence 
the Saviour, following up the same, saith, " They shall come from the 
east, the west, the north, and the south. These shall sit down with Abraham, 
.Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God.” Thus I get nations in the world 
that were to be blessed with faithful Abraham ; and then I get, in contrast 
to that, nations that are passed by, peoples called nations that are 
passed by and left where sin hath placed them. Now, again, in the 32nd 
of Deuteronomy,"Rejoice,0 ye nations, with his people which the apostle 
in the 15th of the Romans explains thus:—" Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with hia 
people/* Has there ever been an age in which all the nations of the earth 
have rejoiced with the Lord’s people P On the other hand, has there been 
a time since the beginning of the gospel in which there have not been 
multitudes that have rejoiced with the Lord’s people P And if we are a 
part of the nations blessed with Abraham, if we are a part of the nations
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that were to rejoice with his people, how Bhall we rejoice P ' Why, we shall 
rejoice as the happy result of that spirit of grace and supplication which the 
Lord shall give us. Perhaps we cannot get a scripture more clear upon it 
than that in the 106th Psalm; “ Remember me, O Lord, with the favour 
that thou hearest unto thy people,” is the supplication of every living bouI ; 
“0 visit me with thy salvation;” I am a lost sinner, and I noed thy 
salvation ; “ that I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in 
the gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance.” 
Here, then, I get the nation again that is blessed with faithful Abraham; 
here I get the prediction of Moses fulfilled, “ Rejoice, ye nations, with 
his people.” Thus you will perceive that in the first scripture the word 
“nations” means those, and only those, that are blessed with saving faith 
as Abraham was; in the second scripture the word “ nations,” so far from 
meaning men at large, means only those that are brought to rejoice with 
his people. See once more, in the 7th/of the Revelation, how they 
all rejoice there in one eternal theme. See how the apostle puts them 
together, when, contemplating the great truth that Abraham was the 
father of many nations; that is, of many peoples. That is the idea there 
intended; and the apostle, I say, when contemplating Abraham as being 
thus the father of many nations, saith, “ Where there is neither Greek 
nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
free: but Christ is all, and in all.”; “Ye are all the children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus.” Then, again, come to the 67th Psalm : “ O let 
the nations he glad and sing for joy; for thou shalt judge the people 
righteously, and govern the nations upon earth.” What do the nations 
here mean P Wuy, the nations here mean the peoples among the nations, 
the peoples that shall be glad and rejoice because of the Lord’s judgment. 
And what is the judgment, with which he judges his people? Why, 
he judges them by the perfection of his dear Son, and therefore takes 
them into all that the mediatorial work of Christ can bring them to. Let 
them rejoice. Here is a judgment not to be alarmed at; here is a 
judgment that does not strike any terror; here is a judgment that brings 
joy and gladness-. And it’goes on, “Let the people”— these nations 
blessed in Abraham, these nations that rejoice with his people, these 
nations that are glad, — “ let the people praise thee, O God; let all the 
people praise thee. Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, 
even our own God,” above all Jewish and Gentile distinctions, that comes 
into the world in the majesty , of his eternal love and mercy, having 
mercy on whom he will,—“ God, even our own God, shall bless us.” Then, 
again, the 72nd Psalm: “ All nations shall serve him.” Has it ever 
been true—and I shall show presently it never will be true—that all 
nations literally have served him? They have not, and they do not, and 
they never will. On the other hand, ever since the gospel commenced its 
living course; ever since Ezekiel’s living chariot set out on its majestic 
course, and has fled along, gathered up souls out of .death into life, 
independent of man—ever since that there have been multitudes of 
peoples that have served him. And thus all the nations included, in 
Abraham’s blessing, all the nations included in-Moses’ prediction, all 
the nations included in the 67th Psalm, shall serve him. Then the 17th 
verse of that same 72nd Psalm,—“ All nations shall call him blessed.” Has 
it ever been so literally ? No. But all the nations that are taught of God, 
all these peoples shall be brought thus to call him blessed. Then look at 
another contrast in the 3rd of Malachi: “All nations shall call you 
blessed: for ye Bhall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.’* 
When did this commence, sir, its course? On the day of Pentecost 
when you read in the New Testament (I am not accountable for the 
universality of the language; I did not put it there) that there were 
people “ out of every nation under heaven—mark that; and their eyes 
were opened; they saw the blessedness that was in Christ; thoy s^vy the
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blessedness of belonging to Christ; they saw the blessedness of believing 
in Christ; they saw the blessedness of the redemption of Christ, the 
mission of Christ, the person of Christ, the glory of Christ and of his 
kingdom; the eternal wonders revealed by this wondrous Messiah ; 
theiy hearts were opened, their eyes were opened, they came into this 
happy land, and they called the church blessed; they themselves longed 
for the same blessings, and they were brought into the same.

• Now, in direct contrast to this, you read in the 24th of Matthew, “ Yq 
shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.” So God’s nations are 
brought to call the church blessed; the devil’s nations go on to fchate 
the church. So that the all nations that are blessed in Abraham, the all 
nations that rejoice with Christ’s people, the all nations that are glad 
because of him, the all nations that serve him, the all nations that thus call 
his people blessed—these and the other all nations are two manners 
of people; one the seed of the serpent, and the other the seed of the 
woman. Now, mind, God’s Israel was a nation in the midst of another 
nation. “ Hath God assayed to go and take him a nation P ” Why, there 
is a number of slaves, sir, you cannot call them a nation. God calls them 
bo ;—“Hath God assayed to go and take him a nation from the midst of 
another nation, by temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and 
by a mighty hand, and by a stretched out arm, and by great terrors, 
according to all that the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your 
eyes P” • And as he took thus a nation from the midst of another nation, 
so he takes nations from the midst of other nations, by the work of Jesus 
Christ, by the temptations that he overcame, and by the signs that he gave, 
and by the miracles he wrought, and by his mighty hand, and by his 
stretchedout arm, that brought salvation, and by the terrors of the Almighty, 
•under which he sweat great drops of blood; these sufferings of the dear 
Saviour, who is thus set forth as doing these things before our eyes, 
this is the ground of our separation from the world; this is our way into 
that wilderness path that shall lead to the promised land; this is the way 
by which we shall arrive safely at the last.

; There are two orders of nations—God’s nations and Satan’s nations; 
‘just as there are two worlds. * God hath loved the world; but the world 
that God loves, and the world that he doth not love, are as distinct 
as hell and heaven. But, say you, it doth say that “ whosoever believeth.” 
Well, come, let us get the meaning. “God so loved the world” — 
that is, there is a world of people who are embraced in his love, 
and his love is everlasting, immutable, infallible; and whosoever in 
the old world believeth in him will thereby come out of the old 
world into the new world. 'Eor we all belong to Satan’s nation by 
nature;'' we are all children of wrath by nature; but by believing 
in Jesus Christ as the gift of God’s everlasting love, we come out of 
Satan’s nation into the nation of the Lord ; we come out of Satan’s king- 

, dom, out of the old world into the new world, by a new life, a new and 
living way, by new creatureship, by the new covenant, by the new heaven, 
by the new earth; 66Behold, 1 make all things new.” Thus, then, the 
world that God loves is one, and the world left to be lost under his wrath 
is another thing. The world for which Christ died as a propitiation is 
one world; the world that lieth, finally, in the wicked one is another 
world; and the world that the Holy Spirit convinceth of sin, and righteous
ness, and judgment—and the world that live and die unconvinced of sin, 
.and righteousness, and judgment—these are two opposite worlds. The 
one taken, the other left; the one loved, the other hated; the one saved, 

‘the other lost; the one blessed, the other cursed ; the one shall ascend to 
eternal glory, and the other shall sink to remediless woe. There are thus 
two orders. Beware, then, of generalization; beware of making that 
general which the Lord has made special.

’ But is it not said of Satan that 44 he should .not deceive the nations any
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more” P Certainly—not these nations, not the Lord’s nations. Ah! but, 
say you, “ any more ”—that implies he has deceived them. Truly so* 
Who was your deceiver when you were in a state of nature, before the 
light shone into your minds from the throne of God P Who was it that 
darkened your mind ? Who led you captive? Who kept you away from 
God P Who kept up your enmity P Who deluded you with the notion 
that you could turn and come to God when you liked, that you could 
accept salvation when you liked P Who thus deceived you ? Who either 
turned you away from any religion at all, or else settled you down, or 
tried to do so, in a false religion P ;Who did this? Satan did it. .But 
these nations blessed in the seed of Abraham, these nations that rejoice 
with the .Lord’s people, these nations that are glad and. shout with joy, 
these nations that serve him, these nations that call his church blessed, 
these nations that are saved; Satan cannot, when their eyes are opened, 
deceive them any more—mt fatally, v He deceives us all now in some 
minor respects, but in nothing vital.1 “ If it were possible, he should 
deceive the very elect.” So he shall not deceive God’s nations, only up 
to a certain point. He is limited, and the time comes when this strong 
man, who has kept us in delusion, the stronger than he is come to us, bound 
this strong man, the devil, cast him out, and the Saviour himself took 
possession of our souls, enthroned his name in our best affections, and un
folded to us the secret of his eternal counsels, and from that day to this 
he has been dearer to us than language can describe. Do not forget, then, 
that there are two worlds; one loved, and the other not loved; one saved, 
and the other not. There are two orders of nations. -Hence mark what 
is said in the latter part of the 21st of Revelation concerning these people 
that Satan shall not deceive any more. He has deceived them in the fall, 
and in their state by nature; but now they are plucked as brands from the 
burning, u John, when contemplating the glory awaiting the people of 
God, seeing that the Lord God himself was the dwelling-place of his people, 
saith, “ I saw no temple therein, for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it. And the city had no need of the sun.” w Now 
you can understand that the sun cannot shine spiritually. They are a 
spiritual people, and they need a spiritual light; they da not need the 
natural sun.< And the moon oannot shine spiritually. The natural intel
lect cannot shine spiritually; the inventions and gospels of men oannot
shine spiritually. Therefore they want something better than the sun, 
something better than the moon. So ** the glory of God did lighten it.” 
He can shine spiritually, having blessed them with all spiritual blessings. 
He shines forth by him who is the quickening Spirit. “The glory of God 
did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. • Now mark—»“ And the 
nations’’—nations again, you see,—“the nations of them which are 
saved shall walk in the light of it,’*, i Then if they walk in the light of it, 
they walk in the light of God’s glory; “ and the Lamb is the light thereof.” 
Therefore they walk in the light of the spotless atonement of Jesus Christ. 
“ The nations of them which are saved/’ Ah, what has God done for ns 
in bringing us thus into the blessing of Abraham, thus into the nations of 
them which are saved 1 And shall Satan deceive these nations any more P 
Ho, no; the others he will, but not these, .j i ' >

But then it is said, ** They shall bring the glory and honour of the 
nations into it.” Now, then, are you so far gone, any of you, as to sup
pose that the nations are to bring corruptible things into an incorruptible 
city; to bring mortal things into an immortal city; to bring earthly 
things into a heavenly city; to bring carnal things into a heavenly city r 
Well, but they do bring their glory. * Of course they do; and what is 
their glory P Their glory is God himself; in other words, the truth of 
God. What ib the Christian’s honour? Ah, he says, Jesus Christ is my 
honour. Therefore when I go to heaven I shall take Christ with me; I 
shall take the testimony of God’s mercy with me. Thia is my glory, this
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is my wealth. I should be very sorry to take any other wealth. Earthly 
riches are often a plague; they would not do to take with us—no. What 
does the apostle say P Why, he says we brought nothing into the world, 
and certainly we carry nothing out of it; and I am very glad of it. So, 
then, those that enter there, they enter as heirs of the kingdom, and 
they take their honour and their glory with them. The God they glory 
in here they shall glory in there; the Jesus they love here they shall 
adore there; the eternal Spirit that has taught them here shall be in 
them a well of water springing up to everlasting life there. We are not 
going to change our God by changing worlds; we are not going to change 
our robe by changing worlds—that is, changing the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness ; we are not going to change our life by changing worlds; 
Christ is our life now, and will be our life then. “ And there shall in 
no wise enter into it anything that defileth.” No, you must enter by the 
blood of Christ, the righteousness of Christ, the Spirit of Christ, the truth 
of Christ, the covenant of Christ; then you will enter in all the purity of 
that completeness which you have in him.

But we will now notice after what manner Satan is bound; though I 
ought, perhaps, to have said even more upon the first part; for yon will 
find a clear understanding of this subject of great use, you young ones, in 
years to come. There is in our day a great tendency almost everywhere to 
so generalize the Scriptures as to do away with vital godliness, and set 
down mere outward conversions for true conversions ; to set the form into 
the place of the power, the semblance into the place of the" substance. Go 
wherever you may, there are wonderful doings—oh, wonderful! But if you 
are hungering and thirsting after God’s mercy in Christ; if you are guilty, 
wounded, wretched, poor, blind, and.miserable, you will remain so for aught 
the gospels of the day can do; but the gospel of our God can do all things. 
Now in relation to these saved nations Satan is bound. . Let us look at 
it. One great argument with some of our millenarian friends (I don’t 
say this disrespectfully, only I believe they are seriously wrong, and they 
cannot believe I am more seriously wrong than I believe they are),—one 
great argument, which we have had over, over, and over again, that Satan
is not bound is this, and they all stick: to it. One said the other day,
‘‘What, will Wells, say to that'? Will not that be a poser to him? 
Will not that shake him abitP ” Well, I thought they had a great itching 
for me to say a word upon that; and so I.thought it might be as well to 
do so. Well now, when Satan is bound, say they, a universal blessed
ness will exist all over the world; that is, all will be converted. That is 
what they say/, Therefore, as there is not yet that universal blessedness, 
Satan is not yet bound. There, take that, say they. Very well, I will 
take it. But, gentlemen, will you kindly demonstrate to me that there 
ever will be universal blessedness P If you will prove that I will give up 
my point. Oh, say they, in these thousand years he is to be bound, 
and so there are to be -a thousand years of universal blessedness. 
Well, if there be universal blessedness during these thousand years, 
then what means the. 8 h verse of the 20th chapter P “He,” Satan,
Vshall go out,” , at the..end of the thousand, years, “to deceive
the nations which are in the. four quarters of the earth”—that is, 
east, west, north, and south—that is, the whole world:-—“the four quar
ters of the earth ” meaning the whole world, “ Gog and Magog, to gather 
them together to battle ; the number of whom is as the sand of the sea." 
Here I pause for a moment. During these thousand years there is a 
number of enemies in this earth, all over the earth, whose number is as 
the sand of the sea. Where is .your universal blessedness, then? I 
never could find it yet, nor you either, nor any one else. And he shall go 
out to deceive these nations :—now mind, do not misunderstand me; he 
had deceived them already; but he is going now, at the end of these
thousand years, to add another deception to his preceding delusions.
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Pharaoh, was deceived by Satan. By and by Israel is gone. And at this 
time, when Satan’s chain shall be lengthened, and he shall have a little 
more liberty, the Israel of. God will be about to leave this world alto
gether then, for the end comes just then ; so Satan says to Gog and Magog 
what he said to Pharaoh,—Now, Pharaoh, you have failed hitherto; the 
plagues have been too much for you, the paschal lamb has been too much 
tor you, and this Moses and Aaron have been too much for you. But 
now, Pharaoh, now, now is your chance. The wilderness will shut them 
in, and now is the time. Fill your chariots, order your men, pursue after 
these Israelites. So I will. Now, says the d> vil, you will overtake them, 
you will destroy them. But Pharaoh did not know that God would meet 
him. God himself came down and met him; placed himself between 
Pharaoh and his own frightened children, “ so that the one came not near 
the other all the. night;” and presently Pharaoh is got into such a fix 
that he can neither go back nor go forward. Where is that old devil 
that deceived me like this ? That was the last delusion of Pharaoh. So 
with Gog and Magog, here is the last delusion. “ They compassed the 
camp of the saints about ”—the people of God who shall be alive at that • 
day ; you may be alive, I may be alive—I do not know when the end of 
the world will be, it may be before I have done preaching this morning,
I cannot say; it may be in our time, and it may not be ; that is the Lord’s 
concern, not ours, for the times and seasons he has put in his own power. 
But the adversaries shall not injure the church; they shall only injure 
themselves ; for we read that “ fire came down from God out of heaven, 
and devoured them.” » Thus, then, there are two orders of nations, two 
worlds; and there is no universal blessedness anywhere in the Scripture 
promised. We know well, and I defy any man, or all the divines under 
heaven, to prove me wrong—now it is not very often I speak almost dog
matically, but I know what I say—that the new earth, the promised land, 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea. But that this earth ever will be so filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord we have no proof. The blessing will be universal to all the church, 
but that the blessing will be Universal to all the world is what I no
where fined proved in the Holy Scriptures.'

Satan, we read, is bound by an angel. This angel is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the messenger of the everlasting covenant. The angel came, laid 
hold of this enemy, “ and cast him into the bottomless pit, and set a seal 
upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand 
years should be fulfilled.” What shall we understand by this,—“cast 
him into the bottomless pit ” P It is a most unhappy thing that the Greek 
word abyss ever should have been translated by the words “ bottomless 
pit.” There is nothing in the original about a bottomless pit. I believe 
most people take the expression “ bottomless pit ” to mean hell. That I 
must deny in toto. Not in one of the seven different places in the Reve
lation where the words “ bottomless pit ” are mentioned, not in one case 
does it mean hell, as I hope clearly to show. Hell is something very 
different. I will show you presently what bell is. The original word 
translated “ bottomless pit ” means simply the world, and the deeps of 
iniquity that are in that world. The Bame word is applied to the sea. 
When the fallen angels entreated the Saviour not to command them to 
go into the deep, there it means the sea literally. And this world is 
compared to a sea. It means, then, the deeps of iniquity in this worlds 
Satan is cast down into the abyss of his own nations. What a deep of 
iniquity is Popery 1 what a deep of iniquity is Mahometanism, and many 
other ismt that I might name ! Therefore it does not mean hell at all.
Cast down into his own world. 4‘Woe to the inhabiters of the earth 
and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you;” not gone 
down to hell yet—no. “ He walketh about,” as far as his chain will let 
him, “ seeking whom he may devour.” It simply means that he ia thus cast

*
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out of the true church, that he cannot deceive them any more. Now 
here is a great chain; that chain has a certain length. He has the range 
of the whole prison. This world is his prison. He would get out of that 
prison into the church if he could, and destroy that church; but he 
S&onot get there; bo he goes about the prison of this world seeking 
whom he may devour, as far as his chain will admit. Ah, he says, where 
is that man ? where is that woman P They used to be with me : where 
are they now ? They are slipped, off. Regeneration has taken them into 
Christ; and John says, “They abide in Christ, and that wicked one 
toucheth them not.” Now, then, Satan is bound in relation to all God’s 
people. ' If he were not, they never could have been unbound. You that 
love the Lord,—some of you that are perhaps Millenarians, if you say 
Satan is not bound,—why, my good brother, if Satan had not been bound 
in relation to you, you could not have been unbound. Your eyes are 
unbound. The bandage is taken away, and you see Jesus Christ. Your 
heart is unbound. Once it was not large enough to pray. It was con
tracted, bound up in the fetters of sin and Satan. But now it is unbound;

• Your heart is free. “ Happy is the people whose heart is set free.” Per
haps you have got a little further than this: perhaps you are brought into 
the glorious liberty of the gospel. You to say Satan is not bound! How 
came you unbound ? So, then, if Satan had not been bound in relation 
to the people of God, then they themselves never could have been unbound.

. “ And he shut him up.” What a mercy for us that Satan is shut up—that 
is, “within certain limits ! > He is bound by a chain and shut up. “ And 
set a seal upon him,” in order that the people of God might know him. 
We are to know the people of God by the seal that they bear,—“Holi- 
ness unto the Lord; ” and we are to know the devil by the seal he wears. 
His seal hath one inscription on it—I will take only one,—and wherever 
you see that, there you see the devil. And what is the seal ? The seal 
hath on it this inscription,—“ Liar ”—liar. When I see Popery, I see the 
devil; when I see Puseyism, I see the devil; whenever I see false doc
trines, I see the devil. Oh, say some, there is no harm in false doctrine. 
Itis only murderous, that is all. The devil is a liar, and by his lies he 
murders the souls of men. Now understand, then, that he is bound in 
relation to God’s people, and that he is shut up within certain limits, and 
that he is known by the people of God by the seal he bears. Satan once 
forgot this—he did, quite forgot the seal; He was obliged to wear it, but 
quite forgot it. He took off his old idolatrous dress, took off his heathen 
dress, and put on a Christian dress;—so holy, and so righteous, and so hum
ble. Oh, what a beautiful creature lam! I don’t think that Paul will know 
me now; I do not think he will; he will certainly take me for a saint now. 
I can go into the nations now; I don’t think Paul can possibly know me 
now. I will go to Corinth now. The apostle was too keen for him. The 
apostle saw the seal. Oh, Paul, we have such good men come to us, 
beautiful men, unblemished meh.. Oh, if you were to see how gentle they

• are, how good-lookiDg. and what industrious men’they are. Ah, he says,
I am not at all surprised at that, for “ Satan himself”—the devil forgot 
his seal in his forehead, you see, of liar—“ is transformed into an angel of 
light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed 
as the ministers of righteousness ; ” that is, of human righteousness—a 
wonderful to-do about human righteousness.’ So the apostle was too keen 
even for the devil himself. “I am jealous over you,” lest you receive 
another Jesus, another gospel, or another spirit. Thus God himself is not 
jealous of the church, but he is jealous of the devil, keeps his eye upon 
him, and keeps him within the limits that he has destined he shall be kept 
within. There is the seal, then. Men will come and tell all the doctrinal 
lies imaginable. Ah, people say, he is a nice man;; If. you do not care 
whether you receive truth or lies, you are no friend to God, you are no 
friend to Christ .. * ... \ ... '-i .... :


