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THE AWFULNESS OF ERROR.

A SERMON
PREACHED ON SUNDAY MORNING, 3ep FEBRUARY, 1867, BY
MR. JAMES WELLS,

AT THE NEW SURREY TABERNACLE, WANSEY STREET.

" ““For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God."—1 Corinthians i. 21.

You must read our lagt Sunday morning sermon upon thistext in order
to ascertain the kinds of wisdom, or ‘that kind of wisdom, by which the
world knoweth not God. It doth not, as.I then said, mean that wisdom,
discretion, and prudence—let the wisdom relate to what it may,—by
which: the affairs of ‘this world and business are managed and carried on;
but it means that wisdom that interferes with Good's truth ; it means that
wisdom wherein a man is wiser in his own eyes than the glorious gospel
of the blessed. God. And in addition to the four kinds of wisdom we then
pointed out which the Lord had made foolishness, we have in our text
three more things to attend to. It saith, * For after ‘that —it is after
God had made foolish the wisdom of this world,— after that in the
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God.”

I have first to notice the wisdom of God in making it smpossible for any
one to know him but by his truth. I secondly have to point out what it ¥s
2o kemow_kim in kis own wisdom. I thirdly have to point out what it is fo
Ienow him in his own wisdom in that order of things to whick Christ belongs.

Now first we have to notice thewisdom of God in making # smpossible
Jor any one to know him but by kis truth ; that és, his own wisdom. And
this part I enter upon with a great deal of diffidence ; not that I have any
doubt in my mind as to what I am going to advance being scriptural, bat
from a consciousness of my inability to.do justice to such a department as
this. First, then, God has 80 ordered it in his wisdom that no man shall
savingly know him but in and by his own wisdom. Let us see if we can
get at the wisdom of God in this; to see the wisdom and goodness of God
in excluding men from a saving knowledge of himself by any means but
that of his own truth. The Saviour saw a wisdom in this, and he thanked

Vor. IX.—No. 428.
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God for this department, for thig exercise of his wisdom, and even pe;,;
in spirit and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 'Lomed
because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent a,]daﬁth.
revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed g0 dﬁfit
thy _snght.” Now the wise and prudent there mean the same charaot n
for it is a quotation from Isaiah, 5th chapter, 21st verse, where it isc ors
“Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in :{f“-l’
own sight!” Now the two words there, “wise and prudent,” my e
the lfey to that text. ’ 5 be
_“In vain they do worship me.” Now mark, they are w i
sincere as was Saul of Tarsrlls, zealous; perhaps yog can ﬁn(;{sxl::)mfz.em’
with them in their lives worth speaking of, everything that ma aulg
desirable; yet the solemn declaration that a man may be a ;n);;: fiem
zealous, an earnest worshipper of God ; he may even give his very gﬁo’d"
to feed the poor, and his body to be burned ;—*“In vain they do worshis
meI, teqﬁhmg for dc})lctrmes the commandments of men.” P
I will assign three reasons that appear to me to dem
wisdom of God in making it impgs};ible for men :o oiﬂ:g?:e ht'he
savingly, or serve him, or be accepted of him, except by his =
tl:llfh. First, if the Lord suffered men to know him, to have acceso“;n .
him, and come to heaven at last by any false doctrine, see what sd'o
tortion that would be of his love. False doctrine would misre : ut
lnsdlove ; it would not represent it in its freenese, greatness, soverl;igget;t
and stability. False doctrines would misrepresent electing grace and
many doctrines of men, as you know, not only misrepresent th £, b
deny it altogether. False doctrine would distort the Sav})our I:ost . fi llut
Here is one doctrine declaring the Saviour to be only man, and aéw ; lf
same time truly and personally God. Here is anogher doctri DOIat't ;
ism, declaring that he had the same corrupt nature that e ]IJ‘lne, rﬁng-
18 another doctrine declaring that the Saviour shed his i ;iv e't zi,ve. iots
b]oogl for thousands that are now in hell; that he triled1 !i) g d pre.cxou:.
omnipotency to deliver them, but failed t<; do so. Se l? : P eg.erclse' 3
1t would be of God’s love, of God's electing racé a d.etl;v . zic 1fstortlon
and see what a distortion it would be of tghe w’orlg f ?:hWOI‘H (1) ;érch
Why, it would substitute, as you know, the Io f men, mei
m‘ibstltute the ceremonies of men. Onl ; thinlgosf}" e_ts % mﬁ*n, " woulf
Xngland here is an infant. sprinkled : f01)'r the pri Ot; ;hm e
the arrogance, the audacity, the dari'ng the tes. %1‘a§e the boldnfss,
phemy, to attribute to that purely hun’)an in y ai!;]' on saving anf ¢ az-
that infant is hereby made a partaker, an inlzeqtg) " %avmg fado anf
God! Why, Satan himself could not invent e T kmgdomto
gflum;)]n.. And then their system of godfatheisg;gage;o%;gih:rgfeiﬁ
en their transubstantiati i i
and various other cerfgzgx?il:a’s -f-.o—rsezhaifo:vs \Tlh ati].they R eort t%,
set aside the work of the e’ternal Spi 'ta this would distors aln'
into the place thereof. It would dist p;rl "dam’l B e reihing.
Why, how could God be worshipped i 011; und misrepresent everything.
by a Christ that is not God? if pgu s hpen L el qan. gob to.heave!;
himself was not holy, and ano{hermaylget Kariearen Ty o O
without regeneration—one in one Wacou dget = hqaven by ceremfi;ly
when we got there we should be ga }é:);nl auother in snather . T
Well, we read in the Bible that the we pﬁete Aabel, . e should ]iax)'ré
Was to be the unity of the faith agd t]fe S i LT ARG that :it
was good to eternity for the brethr e unity of the Spirit, and the b
where is the unity P ~ Sce the wisd Pk, el tegathen Insuniy s i
great and essential plan to be distog?;do ¢ %Od’ Khen, MR o1 fromng lialg
misrepresented to his own children 'Th =Xl nabaiow lifmselElg
know how I have loved it. There is a s¢ ere 18 & soul Wik soul 8
have chosen it Thepe is a soul—that soul shall know how
e 18 a soul—that soul shall know how I bav®



THE AWFULNESS OF ERROB, 33

redeemed it, called it, and j ustified it. That soul shall know how I pre-
gerve it, on what principles I preserve it; and that soul shall know the
purity of the source of its salvation ; that soul shall know how that
salvation is maintained ; that soul shall know me in my thoughts of love,
and in my counsels. “The secret of the Lord is with them that fear
him.” Again, think of the solemn words, for to my mind they are deeply

solemn, © In vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the com-
n of a Bible

mandments of men.” ~And remember that every distortio
doctrine makes that doctrine, though taken from the Bible, yet if it be a
perversion of the Bible, that is the commandment of men. Those that
came to Galatia did not bring another gospel, yet they did in reality;
they distorted the true gospel, brought in circumeision, and that so dis-
torted the true gospel that the apostle called it another gospel. But it
would not only distort everything, but alsoit would destroy all confidence
in God, if you admit false doctrine. ‘Why, if the world can escape the
flood by some contrivance of theirs as well as Noah can escape the flood
by a divine ordinance, then I might a3 well have my confidence in the
wisdom of man as in the Creator. If Pharaoh and his host, though he
rushes into trouble, can there and then contrive a plan by which he can
roll the sea back, and escape with as much safety as did the Israelites,
why, then I might as well have confidence in the inventions and wisdom
of men as in God. I should have no confidence in God then. Satan
himself would say then, Do you not see that those who hated God con-
trived plans by which they escaped the flood, and by which they escaped
the sea? And so I might go on and trace out the history of the church,
and show that in all cases where those who were the objects of God’s
judgment contrived a plan by which they thought to escape, we see, as in
the case of the Amalekites and the Canaanites, that the very plaos they
adopted for their escape subjected them to the destruction to which they

came. And Moses, when speaking of the king of the Amorites, shows

how he erred in spirit, and to save himself and his kingdom came against

the Israelites, and in doing so he came against God. The very plan he
took for his safety proved to be his destruction, as must be the case. So
then it would destroy all confidence in God. And the Lord knows that
the confidences of his people are safe nowhere but in himself, and that
their life is safe nowhere but in his own hand; their destiny is safe
nowhere but in his own counsels. Do you not, then, brethren, notwith-
standing my feeble, obscure way of stafing it, see here the wisdom of God
in excluding false doctrine? so that the world by wisdom shall not
savingly know him ; for if so!it would distort the plan of eternal merey.
Second, it would destroy the confidence of his people in God.

But I will go farther than this. I have no hesitation in saying (and
even with my short-sightedness I can see the wisdom of God in this
Eoint) that if the Lord allowed false doctrine to come in, not a soul could

e saved—not one—every one would be lost. I am as satisfied as I am
of my existence, that nothing but that absolute order of things, that
« whom ke did foreknow,’—he followed up that foreknowledge which
he took of his people with an absolute decree,—* he did predestinate to
be conformed to the image of his Son;” that he followed up that decree
by his quickening power,—them he also called;” that he follows u
that vocation with justification, that he follows up that justification wit
glorification, I am as satisfied as I am of my existence, that not a soul
could be saved in any other way. So, then, admit false doctrine fo set
this order of things aside, and not a soul could be gaved. God would be
disappointed, Christ would lose his bride, his sheep, his people ; the Holy
Spirit would lose his temple—the hearts of believers ;—yea, in a word, all
would be lost. God suffered false doctrine to_come in and take up its
abode for ever and ever in the minds of angels. What is the result?
They are lost, lost, lost for ever. The seal of distinction put upon Satan
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o . beginning, that he is the fathe_r of lieg, ang
e e e
. “ , and every man a liar.” .
lmés. dL%;lgogogfrggf-“ Ye sh:ﬂ be as gods "—came 1(111. at the fa]] p
ecO%V’hat did it do? It ruined man, ruined -our paradise, destroyeq
g:lz'nﬁoiiness destroyed our righteousness, destrgy e(?t 0:1;1131%‘;‘13{9:) Ee:troyed
. ; and n To.
us from Goc(ll, tc}]estll;o %eghgsglfggxily ai'lelag]ilgr?se(’)f the damned to eternﬂ; t]]agz
gtlllnl())z ];:?;naterc;ngthe reception of Satan’s lie in the garden of Eden,
I\Ll[an is ruined, the world is ruined ; all are under ruin, all are corrupted
all are under ’s'm, under the curse, undqr wrath, gnder. deaﬁh: Th1rd1y,
false doctrine was received by the J eV_V:L in conllllestlgfll):;;tg tL EIZ‘hglgrﬁeznd
i ant, which in Zechariah is calle an u-
Ei?ﬁltﬁ;leﬁgz? I will be your God; I will give you _frultflt{ll seasons, I
will give you plentiful harvests, Fer}tlful vintage; I will Iqilke yé)u};' land
fragrant with beautiful flowers, I will make it flow with mi and oney.
Onﬁz; abide by me; go not after other gods ; name not other goIs,h reject
all other gods. And though you are poor sinful crea.‘cm_'ess,.'1 ave a
mercy-seat for you; I have a great variety of adapted sacrificia lsleillvme
for you; and therefore your sins, of which you will be consclous,fs a dbe
rather arguments why you should abide by me, and come to me rom day
to day. “Your threshing shall reach unfo the vintage, and the vintage
shall reach unto the sowing time: and ye shall eat your bread to the full,
and dwell in your land safely.” (Lev. xxvl. 5.) The sword shall n(_)]t pass
through your land, and I will lay no famine wpon you, and I wi E put
none of these diseases upon you which I have brought upon the Egyp-
tians ; ye shall lend unto many, and shall borrow of none; and ye shall
e to me a kingdom of priests, and as special treasures; only keep the
commandments of the Lord your God. Moses, when he looked at the
Lord’s sovereignty in thus choosing them, separating the sons of Adam,
and seiting the bounds of the people according to the number of the
children of Tsrael, said, *“The Lord’s portion is his people; Jacob is the
lot of his inheritance.” And so Moses traces it out. But ah! Jeshurun,
“ Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked ;” went after other gods, new gods,
“lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.” They received false doc-
trine into connection with that beautiful covenant ; and so they went into
captivity time after time, and_the Tord restored them again” and again.
By-and-bye this false dootrine, setting aside God’s beantiful covenant,

throwing "down his altars, forsaking his covenant, slaying his prophets;
they got at last so far in t i

he perversion of the Seri tures, and false doc-
trine, false holiness, and false rj Eey trusted in them-
selves that they were righteous, and despised others ; they were gone 80
i hem by virtue of their oneness with Satan’s

alsehood, ““ O generation of vipers ! how can Ye escape the damnation Olf
hell P” Take this threefold view, then. Here were angels ruined throug
ful_se doctrine ; he

g re is the human race ruined ; here is the Jewish nation
ruined.

timate destiny of professors, mere pro-
fessors, that have not received God’s pure truth; that truth I hope pre-
sentlr‘i: simply to state. In the 2nd chapter of Paul’s Second Epistle t0
the Thessaloniang you ha.ve'these awful words :— For this cause God
on, that they should believe a lie; that they
_ 1 0 believe not the truth.” That is the destiny—
that is your destiny, that ig my destiny, if we live in error and die 11
rror. - Ob, my hearer, there must be the love of the truth, there must
be the love of NEW covenant truth, thepe
amen truth; th,

ell,.now, 18 not the wisdom of God
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ren, not finally; he will bring' them to himself. Secondly, he will not
suffer error so to dwell with him that his children may see it is good to
have confidence in the wisdom of man as in the power and pro-
mises of God, Thirdly, that while error has ruined those four we have
named—angels, Adam, the Jews, and mere professors,~God will not
suffer his kingdom to be ruined, he will not suffer his inheritance to be
ruined, he will not suffer his ehurch to be ruined, he will not suffer
his dear Son to break down, he will not suffer him to be ruined ; he will
not let error come there, he will not let it dwell there—no. They shall
know the truth; and the truth shall make them free. I thank thee, O
Father, that thou wilt not suffer thyself by the wise and prudent of this
world to be misrepresented to thy children ; they will not hear that, thy
sheep will not hear that, I thank thee, O Father, that thou wilt not
suffer these maﬁicians bo.go so far with their enchantments that the child-
ren of Israel when they balance the tweo shall hardly know in which to
put the most confidence—the magicians of Egypt or the man of God ; or
rather, the God of Moses, that sent him, I thank thee, O Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, that thou wilt not suffer my kingdom to be cor-
a-ggjzed, thou wilt not suffer my cause to be ruined, thou wilt not
suiler my people to be defiled. Ihave washed them clean in blood divine,
and clean they sghall remain for ever; I have clothed them entire in
righteousness divine, and in that they shall shine for ever. My Spirit
hath, taken wp his abode. in their souls, and he shall dwell with them for
ever, I hayvetakenthem into mine hands, and none shall be able by fraud
or foree to jpluck them out of mine hands. My Father has taken them
into his hands, and he is determined none shall’ pluck them out of his
hands. O ye careless professors; that say doctrine is 'of no importance,
tremble- for your own souls, and remember that God hates lies with infi-
nite hatred ; and where Satan’s lies are, there God will never dwell. You
cannot form unity between Christ and Belial, between truth and error,
between the pure sanctions of heaven and the erafty ‘policy of hell.
Satan deceiveth. the whole world 5 his work of deeeption 18 awful, and also
egrading.. Perhaps I have said as much upon this as I need justnow. I
felt .anxions to open up. these points, to show to you the reasons why
the Saviour thanked Geod for ‘}Eiding these things from those who were
determined to know God by human invention, or else not at all ; “but
thou hast revealed them unto babes.” . What is a babe spiritually ?  Why,
the man that is a fool in his own eyes; the man who is made to feel that
he knows nothing ; the man who.is made to feel that & saving knowledge
of God must not only be by the truth . of God, but by the Spirit of God,
and must not only be by the Spirit of Gad, but by the’ Christ of God ;
and, must not; only be by the Christ of God, but by the good pleasure of
God. - “ God, who is rich in merey, and for his great love wherewith he
loved ug, even when dead in sin.” Unte these the Lord -opens up the
seorets of his-heart, because they are willing to receive. hig truth, his new
covenant trath; “ a new-bern babes ‘desiving’ the sincere milk of the
word.” . Thus, then, see the wisdom of God in not suffering himself to be
musrepregented, . Shall I put it in- this form, for & moment P—perfectly
seripbural. . The. dear Saviour is apoken of as the busband of the church.
“ Thy maker is thine husband; the Lord of" hosts. is his name.” Shall
he soffer himgelf to be misrepresented. to his bride—that her views of him
shall be entirely wrong? Shell he suffer his bride to live with him wnder
pexfectly wrong impressions, perfoctly wrong views—wrong aliogether;
so thal: she will never open her mouth without telling some lie or anether,
thab she will. never hear any testimony of him without making some
terrible mistake or another concerning him® 'Now literslly eould ahusbaud
and wife live together comfortably under such circumstances ? - Ithink nat
Doth he not say of his ehureh that. her lips drop.as the haney and as the
honeycomb ' ? " Tt would be more-like gall if she' tald: lies eqneerning him.
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Your wife telling lies concerning you all day ; some enemy hag p;
ife & to everybody she speaks to, telling li;s ’ﬁ{f&g :

her, and she is telling lies
you. I am sure you would throw your hat down, and say, Q,
ewhere; this will not do; I cannot Stg‘lﬁi

we must have an alteration somew. )
this any longer ; we must have this set right somehow or another, A
ou may deYend upon it the great Husband of the church will not allgg

is bride to labour under such dreadful mistakes. See her beautif :
o la : ul tegt;
mony of him in Solomon’s Song, and in many other parts of the Bip],
T thank thee, then, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thoy ¢ "
1ot suffer me to be distorted, or thyself to be distorted, in the estimatio .
of my people, and that thou dost not suffer the wisdom of men to und: y
mine my wisdom, and destroy the confidences of my people in me, a -
that thou wilt not suffer my cause to be ruined. Everything else h ntd
been ruined; but there is no ruining this—no. Daniel—what ha o
moments they must have been!—he loo ed at the destiny of the image I;;iy
silver arms and breast, the brazen thighs, the iron legs, and the %e:et 2‘
iron and clay, and he saw ruin in them all ; he saw them all become a tlg
chaff of the summer threshing-floor. But when he comes to the Savis 5
%(mgdom—that stone cut’out of the mountain without hands; Whyorﬁi:
asts for ever, stands for ever, prevails for ever, shines for ever, reigr;s for
ever, is glorious for evermore. I felt very anxious you should see th
wisdom of God for yourselves in thus excluding error. I h o not
assigned all the reasons why the Lord is wise in excludiu error ; ppt
;lza;gruovt‘;rl_]ﬁr reasonls) may bi assigned, but perhaps those tl%'ee are’a: Ii:?;
ill remember ; and ma X
celgIled t% maintain his blessed t{uﬁsl]lf Lord make us moro and more con-
ow the second point is it 1. sm in hi ; :
it Jesus, - Wheein lis the avisdom of God theve? T might gy in
gx&: thing, .ié.rst, ir:& the exact substitutional adaptation of tl:gl%atvis:g; ;g
necessities. Are we under the law? Christ came under th
redeem them that were under the law. He h A Er 1 D
brought in a righteousness that is like hi . laf§l PYEFed tho lavr, ani bae
have been glad, and shall to eternit %e mllsg okt B flaq, T aften
en , 3 k ’ , that the Saviour’s high
nature is identified with his life. &« el
Of course his complex persc())rl: ?Qﬁ%&iﬁ:{ﬁed Pl o s
Hence the apostle says, *“ By one man’s ob ,dqne T
teous.” But then this man was God as welel Jonte mang,are mado rigt
requires no more, you require no more justi e iRl
will requir 1o taore; Then the ads E aJ.t' cefreqmres no more, eternity
has it done? It has ended hell; ng e (il his atoning death Wb
death he has ended sin ; it is done Wmi)lre cll o bis people. By
never shall do anything, that can end s'e a“?% jover Jone nyihms: i
has ended sin, who is the end of si mfx ol id SN B
And he is the end of death : th sin, who ever will be the end of sin.
trouble ; there is no more tr’oubfre 1_2 o ioro Qeath, ol iis end o
no more wrath. Now this is Goeti’ el e it
in which he could righteousl de]'s O ey, bie oqntived Lis T
being thus just, and yet the ’zst'ﬁwerfu;' o o Shat stood againsr Tl
to know God in his wisdom '}s tc: ker 5 h!m that believeth in Jesus. 147
Saviour’s substitutional perfectio né) w him in the exact adaptation of the
have all things. I know not an nblo e itie, Haviie (O T
can be bestowed that is not includ ((eiss‘mg that ever was, ever is, or eve,
Jesus Christ. That is the life uded in the substitutional adaptation ©
are to die. * Blessed are the di:g :ﬁe b and fthak jedke dest’ ¥7,
may, if you do not die there you d at die in the Lord.” Die where yoU
that is God's wisdom so far YB . t?hnOt die where the blessing is. Now
God in his wisdom is thus to k " J_ere N Suather BN Bots hiranst
of infinite wisdom, by whioh onow esus Christ as the great contrivanc®
Witing salvatibn, nop o b ay; hn are to be saved in the Lord with an ever
amed or confounded, world without end.
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The next thing to know him in his wisdom is to know Jesus Christ in
infinity of his value. Wisdom contrived to give us somethixfi;h?fB tmufli:l]::
and eternal value. And if you belong to the Lord, not only will yon
thus appreciate the adaptation of the Saviour’s substitutional perfectﬂm
but you will see him as the pearl of great price; you will see him as
being of infinite and_eternal value, This is so self-evident that I need
not dwell upon it. If we look at what he has delivered us from, if we
look at the way in which he preserves us, if we look at the way in which
he will form us for our high destiny, and look at the height of that
destiny, read the scriptures that represent the glory yet to be revealed,
we may indeed say he is a gift of infinite and eternal value. And you
can never honour God the Father but by appreciating the gift; as it is
written, ** That every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.” As you estimate the value of the gift, you
thereby honour the giver; as you cleave unto him—as that includes
everythm —tpere is not anything we can name, as we have said, that is
not included in this. To know God in the wisdom of God, then, is to
!mom.r him in Christ Jesus, knowing Christ Jesus as the substitute, in his
infinite and eternal value.

But there is another point yet, and with that I close; and I am sorry
I had not two hours this morning instead of one upon such a subject.
The third point is, what it is to know the Lord in his own wisdom in that
order of things to which Christ belongs. You must not only know God in
Christ Jesus as the Mediator, but you must know God in his own wisdom
as shown in a covenant that is ordered in all things and sure. There is
not anythlnﬁ:which God: from all eternity more delighted in than this
covenant. 'The language of this covenant unto man is, “ O ye simple,
understand wisdom ; and, ﬁe fools, be ye of an understanding heart.”
That is the language of the covenant, called in the 8th of gl?roverbs
« wisdom.” Just hear what it saith. It takes us up as simple-
tons. Now “the simple pass on, and are punished.” The gospel
arrests us, foreshows the punishment, and maketh us wise and prudent
to hide ourselves in ' Christ. And we are fools, but the gospel
cometh, and teacheth us so to number our days as to apply our
hearts. unto salvation wisdom. Now hear what this wisdom saith :
“ Receive my instruction, and not gilver ” — ah, something better
than silver ;—and knowledgé rather than choige gold. ~For wisdom
is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be

compared to it.” Yea, it goes on to say, “ My fruit is better than gold,
yea, than fine gold ; and my revenue than choice gilver.” Ah, what is 16
They cannot do that which this

that silver and gold eannot dof
what this covenant doth. Therefore to be

covenant doth ; rubies cannot do ) L
instructed into this covenant, to have the knowledge of this covenant, to
t, is_to be just where the apostle represents

be made wise in this covenan
‘Abraham when he saith that © God could swear by no greater, he sware

by himself, saying, In blessing I will bless & ee.” What is this
covenant but that immutability of God’s counsel established by the
wondrous work of the dear Saviour? Why, this covenant was set up from
everlasting, while as yet the Lord had not made the earth, nor the fields,
nor the highest part of the dust of the world ;” then was this covenant
by him, “as one brought up with him; and I was daily his dehﬁhik
rejoicing always before im ; rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth ;

and so it goes on to show that its * elights” (for it is there personified)
« were with the sons of men.” Then when ﬁu come to the 9th chapter
of the Proverbs, you find the provision and kindly dealings of: ‘thls cove-
nsnt. “ Wisdom hath builded her house”—the church ;— she “hath
hewn out her seven pillars »_ ministerial and attractive pillars. She
hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; B8he hath _also
furnished her table. She hath sent forth her maidens "—the little
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churches ;—she crieth”—by her ministers—*“upon the highest place
the city, Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither ; as for him that Wans of
understanding ”—who says, I should like to understand what it i to bth
long to Jesus Christ ; T should like to understand this wisdom of God >
this covenant ordered in all things and sure,—* she saith to him, Comm
eat of my bread,” Christ the bread of life, *“and drink of the wing Whis
T have mingled,” the blood of the everlasting covenant. *Forsake ;ch
foolish, and live.” Forsake the foolish adviser, that saith to you, Anathe
matize the Lord, and die ; forsake the foolish traveller, that knowety ng-
the road to the city, going there by his own doings instead of by the faitlf
of Jesus Christ. Forsake the foolish builder, that would build upon th
sand of human wisdom, instead of building upon the Rock of A ese
Forsake the foolish virgins, that make a profession, but have not the love
of the truth; and therefore, when the midnight ery comes, their Japy g
go out. Be with the wise, that have the love of the truth ; then whep the
midnight cry shall come, their lamps shall burn the brighter, and they
shall not seek to go in without Christ, but with him; « they that were
ready,” mark the language, “ went in with him.” * Forsake the foolish,
and live; and go in the way of understanding.” This is the kind way in
which this covenant speaks. :

I cannot close now without just observing how suitable this gospel is to
all. Is it the lot of some to be poor; as soon as they get a little, sure to
lose it? A, says one, I am a poor, stupid, miserable creature. As soon
as I get a little, there is sure to be a hole in the bag, and I lose it. Then
when I'get pretty right again, another hole, and away it goes. That is
the lot of some. Well, here is something better than silver, something
better than gold, something better than rubies. We shall not want the
temporal things much longer ; but eternal things—we shall need them for
ever, possess them for ever, enjoy them for ever.

It is essential that we should know the Saviour as the mediator and
surety of the new covenant. Hence every one whois thirsting for and seek-
ing for eternal life, in the right way and in the right spirit, is thus met and
directed, and brought into a bond of peace with God ; that secures every-
thing and defies every foe, overcomes every danger, and gives a sure
anchorage to living and lively hope. * Incline your ear, and come unto
me : hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting cove-
nant with you, even the sure mercies of David.” The word David here
does not mean David at all ; but as David means bdeloved, so Jesus Christ
i8 the beloved ; and just so sure as he dieth no more, just so sure 23
death has no more dominion over him, just so sure are these mercies ; 41
just so sure as he hath perfected for ever them that God hath eleCtWe]y
consecrated, just so sure is this covenant,—not a thorn or a briar 812
be left to the house of Israel.”
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