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THE ABIDING CITY.

A SERMON
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“ And the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.’’—Zechariah xiv. 2.

This refers to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman 'armies. 
And had we been there, and exposed to that destruction, we should then 
have valued and appreciated such a promise as this,—that we should not 
be involved in the general ruin, but should escape. Nor must we be 
surprised that there is so much said in the Old Testament, as well as in 
the New, of the destruction of Jerusalem and the dispersion of the 
Jewish nation. That one nation concerned the world more than all the 
nations of the earth put together besides, because the Jews, as a nation, 
were the repository of the oracles of God; they were the nation that em
bodied those glowing and wonderful predictions to be fulfilled in their 
land by an incarnate God, by the descent of the Holy Spirit, by the 
gospel being first preached at Jerusalem, to take up in its very beginning 
many who had joined in the dreadful crime of crucifying the Lord of life 
and glory. And those predictions also that pointed to the Gentile world 
declared how the gospel, like the four Edenic rivers, should extend east, 
west, north, and south, and that millions should, in fulfilment of 
those predictions, be brought to know the Lord savingly, and possess 
eternal life. Then, again, you must remember that the change that was 
then wrought was the greatest event that this world ever saw. The 
Redeemer came, and his sacrifice is the end pointed to by all preceding 
sacrifices. Now we possess that one atonement that runs op through 
time and to eternity; now we possess that one righteousness in contrast 
to Jewish righteousness. The Jew might be righteous or unrighteous 
fifty times in his life, but the Lord Jesus Christ hath brought in ever
lasting righteousness, and his people once righteous are righteous for ever. 
Then, again, we have all that abolished that was temporary, and we have 
hat dispensation established by the Saviour, that covenant confirmed 

that shall last for ever and ever. What a great change was this I it v as 
a change in which was embodied the eternal salvation of men, i _
change in which were embodied all the promises of the % p > 
grace and the glory of God. And I question whether we ourselves are 
o much instructed as to the greatness of that change as wo ^mediate ^vantage. I may just remtk, too, before I enter ^to th° i^e^ 

?ubject of the telt, that not one of the Old Testament ordinances is 
brought into the New Testament dispensation. We ha , nn
jance8 iu t]ie N Testament dispensation, unless you we lave
finance; if we call that an ordinance, or an institution, then we have
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the abiding city.

r ♦k. aosnel, the ordinance of baptism, and th. 
., the preaching of the go P entirely new, so that we..SXS Butthosetwo ordtnance^ .^We

TeXent WwveR, are ite Iwa pertaining totheLevrtlcaldiSpen‘: 
but we are not to take any We must come to the New Testament 
tion for our rule as Christianthere R ig not in t^ls mount t 
and to the New Testament ong, mugt hip r a
Jerusalem, but they that wo bp n0 earthly locality we have no
and in truth. Hence, •» wetaOT 
earthly centre of unity. ■ X matteIS not, therefore, where the Christian 
Christ is the ^HdDzoyn'e whether at the centre of the globe; it matters 
is, whether in the fg? d christ, his soul is wrapt in Christ. AJ
not where he is. U and goufh, however far they may be
there W.ahv6 they8tall spiritually meet in Christ. He is the centre of 
apart locapy’ • y f e un|ty. Such a centre of unity is the Saviour 
?Wyn'ol:S
Lent age. or ever will be, vitally united to him and afterwards severed 
from him, for he himself is the strength and the representative of the 
unity. As the two natures in Christ cannot be severed, so they that are 
brought to renounce all confidence in the flesh, and to receive him as their 
all in all, they never can again be severed from him. So, then, there is a 
people, called in our text “ the residue,” that shall not be cut off from the 
city.

Now, I will take a twofold view of our text. First, the destruction of 
Jerusalem, taking that Jerusalem to represent the world at large. Jeru
salem had now fallen; Jerusalem was now heathenized; Jerusalem was 
now in bondage with her children,—was under the law, and under 
its curse. There are but two positions in which any man or 
woman can be,—under the law or under the gospel; and if 
you are not brought into the unity of the faith, then, whether you know 
it or not, you are under God’s law, where the penalties are; and those 
penalties, sooner or later, must overtake such. We may, therefore, take 
this Jerusalem in its heathenized state to represent the world, and then 
come to the promise that the people of God shall not be cut off; that is, 
they Bhall not be condemned with the world. This is our first proposition. 
Secondly, I shall take the city here to mean the city of God, and then 
show the reasons why the people of God are not to be cut off from that city.

hirst, then, the destruction of Jerusalem, and in connection with it the 
promise here made. There are thousands-I say it with trembling; it 
always grieves me to say it; I wish I was not obliged to say it; but I am 
obliged to say it-there are thousands that profess to be citizens of heaven, 
wr?f P h g t°thathe1aveidy C ty’ thatwiU a^by find out, when God 
are citizens alas th*y are not ^zens of heaven, but that they
that “ manv shnluAv °f the t®mtoriea of Satan. Hence you read 
solemnity and weight enter?n’and shal* not be able.” With what force, 
“ Strait is the gate^and ° federations sink down into one’s mind- 
there be that fild it.” WhilTtheref tbaVveadeth unto life, and few 
shall also this moraine be verl berefore, I shall be as concise as possible, I 
the persons of whom our text Partlcdar in pointing out the character o 
city” They aredescXdlntlTi “ 8ha11 not be cut off from 
where the Lord says “ I w;ii osmg verse of the preceding chapter
will mention several fires thranS? uthird Part through the fire.”. J 
they are distinguished from others^ brings them, and by which
smner is convinced of sin, he feels k blrst’ ,conviction of sin. When 
all his supposed holiness and cmnd 81u is a fire that bath consumed 
aaith, This fire of my sin burns de^T’ strength’ aad 8™b an 
°f my sin hath in it the strength of t?ltlVely to the lowest hell. This 
d my sm hath in it the strength of Jh W?th °f G°d. This
What a fearful fire is this' Nnl ™e,etemal “nd infallible law of God;

• "ow, when under this conviction,
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bring thee out of this fire it must be by precious faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ ? There are some that have had conviction ; and they have run to 
the ale-bench, they have run to the theatre, they have run. to carnal com- 
pany and ungodly pursuits ; and some have succeeded in quenching those 
convictions, in getting rid of them, and making themselves again at home 
in the territories of Satan ; just showing that their convictions were not 
the work of the Holy Spirit, for when he comes into the soul he casts 
Satan out, and Satan cannot come back again. But when Satan goes 
out, the letter of the word will work certain convictions, and then Satan 
re-enters, stifles those convictions, and the man settles down in an ungodly 
world, and the last Btate of that man is worse than the first. Those of 
you that are brought to know the Lord, and dread the thought of your 
convictions being stifled, the Lord give you thankful hearts for this 
feeling and for this experience, and enable you, though you cannot as yet 
get any comfort from the gospel, yet to pray, as Mr. Hart says—and I 
like his words, they are the language of the heaven-born soul—

“ Convince us of our sin, 
Then lead to Jesu’s blood.”

Lord, let not the work wear off; let me not go back to what, or where 
I was before. Lord, thou knowest that I have my fears as to whether 
my conviction be right; do thou teach me and guide me. There will be 
an earnestness about you, and the consequence will be that you shall wait 
for fbp vlcmn . 4-Tio viainn is for an appointed time; by and by the dear
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fore I abhor
troubles throw you in act tlie fool too 80meti *e
you think, and make you speak^an y Qf
and you wdlturn ro d ft before. Thank q d you see it w
you are. Yes but ! didmWhat for? You w.
Well, I amadia, J** it. teU \he £ord of it. And just watch the 
occasion to tel y y . fc watck tke minister; and see, under yOnr 
state anTcondition, whether that scripture is true in the 68th Psalm 
•‘ Thou hast led captivity captive; thou hast received gifts for men; yea, 
for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them.” 
Now see if some word does not come to just where you are, melt down 
your heart, endear the Saviour. You say, I see how it is now ; now I 
gee the reason of his letting me feel the hidden evils of my heart; now I 
see the reason of this tribulation; it is to strip me of self, that I may step 
out of self into Christ, out of the law into the gospel, out of self altogether 
into that completeness of standing I have in Christ Jesus as the Mediator 
of the better covenant. That is the meaning of your troubles. Hence 
good men have always come out of their troubles better men than they 
were when they went in; better, because they have more appreciated the 
boundless grace and mercy of the blessed God. Then, thirdly, there will 
also come persecution, slander, and reproach. It always was a reproach, 
ever since the world was, to belong to that sect that stand complete in 
Christ; to belong to that sect that are determined that not anything shall 
form a thread or a shoe-latchet of their religion out of the everlasting 
covenant. They cleave to that; they stand by and are decided for it. But 
those who are not thus convinced of their state, it always was with them 
a reproach to belong to such a sect, and is now, and will be down to the 
end of time. One of Satan’s manoeuvres is to fill us with false charity. 
Now we have no unkind feeling towards any person, and we should have 
no kind feeling whatever towards any false principle, but stand out against 
its very first approach. “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” Just 
receive one false doctrine, whether it be duty-faith, or free-will, or any 
other error,—just receive it, and it eats like a canker. And such a gospel 
will produce shoals of fleshly professors, that know neither their own 
hearts, the majesty of God’s law, the fulness of the work of Christ, nor 
the order of that yea and amen promise sealed with a Mediator’s blood. 
Now, “ I will bring them through the fire; ” all by faith in Jesus Christ; 
that is the way it is done. The three worthies got through the fire by 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. No harm came to Daniel amidst the 
fiery fierceness of the lions, for he believed in his God. “And I will 
refine them as silver is refined.” How will the Lord refine them ? Why, 
by bringing the dross to light; and as the Lord liyeth, they have nothing 
but dross of their own. The apostle Peter saith, “ Think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange 
t nng happened unto you.” And again he says, “ If need be, ye are in 
icavmess through manifold temptations;” for the trial of your faith is 

more precious than of gold, and that your flesh, your creatureship, may 
/’hr;-'/11 c unto praise, and honour, and glory at the appearing of Jesus

is . lat is the way it ought to read, according to nine-tenths of the 
modern gospels. But the trial of your faith is to bring your confidence 

an(l place it in Christ, and Christ alone; therefore the 
apostle says, “ That the trial of your faith might be found unto praise 
faith hnlTran?^10xy a,fc the appearing of Jesus Christ.” How so? YoJ 
is is ™ ™ fast the truth through these trials until he in whom your faith 
So it in and ^en are y°u glad when you see the LctfJ
at the am™ that is foundunto the praise and honour and glory of 
is their holin'/11^ ?i^ Jesus Christ. Thus they are refined as silver. Chris 
their religion iT ^eir righteousness, their life, their everything; so tha

e]r region is pure as heaven, faultless as Christ himself, for he is their
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‘ Left the world's deceitful shore, 
Left it to return no more.”

They have a better country, a better city, a better world in view. And 
just as the Jews came out of Babylon, so the saints of God come out of the 
profane and out of the empty professing world; and they are brought 
spiritually to Zion, where God is their Judge, where Jesus is the Mediator 
ot the better covenant, established upon better promises. Just as the 
disciples came out from Jerusalem, and not an evil befell them, so the 
people of God are thus delivered from the world, that they should not be 
condemned with the world. I look back at the time when I was of the 
world; and I think it is a pretty good proof of our being by nature totally 
blind and totally dead in trespasses and in sins, for a man to live in uncon
cern when he does not know from one moment to another whether his 
soul may not be in hell. Some of you, perhaps, care nothing about your 
souls, though you know not one moment from another whether your souls 
may not be in hell. Look at the many sudden deaths we are having, not 
only in the country at large, but in this metropolis; and we are no more 
immortal or certain of life than were those who are cut off. And yet you 
are quite content to go on from time to time, and care nought for your 
souls. Ah, what a proof is this that you are blind, that you are dead in 
sin, that the enemy hath blinded your minds, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine in unto you. 
May the Lord convince you; may the Lord give you a concern; for after 
nil 4.1---- na as our eternal welfare?
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it is t’lie gift of God.” Now after thus representing them, he then goes 
on to represent what Christ has done, and how Jesus Christ is the end of 
the ceremonial law, and has become the centre of unity to Jew and to 
Gentile. The apostle sums up this work of God thus :—“Now therefore 
ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God.” This is the way they became 
citizens of Zion.

But I will now hasten to notice the reasons why the people of God are 
not to be cut offfrom this city. First, because of their faith. The apostle, 
when he saw the rising Pharisaism of nature among the Gentiles, said, 
“Thou wilt say, then, The branches were broken off, that I might be 
grafted in.” “ Well,” he says, “ because of unbelief they were broken 
off'.” They did not believe in the completeness that is in Christ; they 
did not believe in God’s new covenant. They knew Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, after the flesh; but they did not kno.v Abraham after the Spirit, 
in his spiritual religion; they did not know Isaac and Jacob in their spiritual 
religion ; they knew them only after the flesh. And therefore they stood 
aghast when the Saviour said, “ Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he 
saw it, and was glad.” They were cut off because of unbelief. But shall 
you be cut off for not believing in Christ, and in the completeness that is 
in Christ ? l)o you not feel—I speak now to the real Christian—that if 
you could cease to believe in the completeness that is in Christ, why, what 
else is there to believe in ? As to all the noise that is made in our day about 
doings, they are all very well in their place, but we are not to place our 
faith upon anything done by the creature. Your faith must be in the 
completeness of Christ; and if you cease to believe in that, you cease to 
be a true branch of the true vine. Also, your faith must be in the immu
tability of God’s counsel as confirmed and established by the Saviour.

Neither of these two things did the people of old believe ; and there
fore, d sbelieving these, yet professing to hold God as their father, to be 
citizens of heaven——being in this state of disbelief, they were cut off. I 
cannot forbear making one remark here; the consideration of it always 
does me good—that they were cut off because of unbelief. You say, 
What good does that do to you? It does me this good—that let their 
Q I 1 1 Q *1 IT A z wa Ti rl, I z-x-«-r- Al-. —____ * i 1 i 1 Jsins have been whatever they may in other respects, if thev had but had
T ti 11.11 in .1 mana I ,li __ P i • -i • 1. -> • _ J ’afaith in Jesus Christ in his perfection, and in the immutability of God's 
promise and counsel by him, that grain of faith would have delivered 
them iioin all their sins, however miiltitnrlinnna in dve-



THE A B I D I B G CITY. 103

Christ. Let us look at the admonition now. “ Becausb of un- 
"e?. f”_ that is, of disbelief in God’s truth—“ they were broken off; and
thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear. For if God spared 

tjje natural branches ”—the people he had taken to be his nationally 
n°“take heed lest he also spare not thee.” “Be not highminded.” 
Where does the apostle use those words P Now you just take notice of 

e very narrowly here. The words I am now quoting are in the 11th of 
Romans. In the beginning of that chapter the apostle argues that 

eternal election is of graced and not of works. He saw among some of 
these professors a tendency to slight that eternal election; and if you get 
election out of the way, away go all the other truths of the gOBpel. I 
make no hesitation in saying that if you are wrong in eternal election, 
there is not one gospel truth that you can manage without distorting it; 
for, as we have lately said, there is not one blessing for time or to eternity 
that was not bestowed according to eternal election. Now then, “ Be not 
highminded.” “ Oh, but it is unjust in God to choose one and leave 
another.” That is your pride. “ Oh, but we ought to do our part.” 
That is your secret enmity to God’s doing everything. You are saying 
to Christ what the people of old said to Aaron and Moses : “Ye take too 
much upon you;” whereas they took nothing upon them; they only took 
what God put upon them. And Jesus Christ took nothing upon him; 
he only took that which God put upon him. “ I am come not to do mine 
own will, but the will of him that sent me.” And therefore as soon as 
you begin to slight these blessed testimonies, you begin to be highminded. 
“His soul which is lifted up”—that is, above this order of things—“is 
not upright in him. But the just shall live by his faith;” and so he 
walks by faith, rejoices by faith, and will be filled with joy and peace in 
believing these blessed truths. “ Behold therefore,” says the apostle, 
“the goodness and severity of God : on them which fell, severity; but 
toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness;” but as soon as 
you have some of your own, woe be unto you. Fancied human goodness 
has been a greater enemy to the gospel of God, to the people of God, and 
to the Christ of God, and to the cause of God, than all the sins of the 
world besides. Why did they put Jesus Christ to death? Why, because 
they themselves were so holy he was not good enough for them; their 
own supposed goodness prompted them. Why did they put the apostles 
to death ? Because these dreadful characters said—they did not say so, 
but the people said they did, and what everybody says must be true; 
they said,-—“Let us do evil, that good may come.” And so they were 
persecuted, and reckoned the offscouring of all thines. Why were the 
martyrs put to death ? Because they did not obey Holy Church. And 
wby are the people of God despised now P Why, from that principle of 
supposed superiority that these legal professors have in them. “ Behold 
therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity ; 
but toward thee, goodness,, if thou continue in his goodness; otherwise 
hou shalt be cut off.” So, if you have fallen from the truth of God, if 

you disbelieve that, you are a withered branch, damned with a double 
a^ati°n, damned as a sinner, and damned as an apostate; a tree 
ftocUP by the roots, destitute of grace. But those who continue in 
tab 8bafi not be cut off. “ Be not highminded.” No, the Lord will 

e care you shall not. You may have a fit now and then, but he will 
be?6 mi. a bttle strong wine to bring you to. What wine will that 
hast k wine of astonishment, the wine of tribulation. “Thou
wino 8il?Wed thy people hard things; thou hast made us to drink the 
douUOt ^tonbshment.” That will bring you right again. I have no 
mam that Job had got a religious manufactory of his own, began to
was a little goodness of his own; and though in his religion he
evero+v yefc be himself was getting a little,,wrong. So the Lord swept 
and th- g away’ exoeP* Job himself—he would not sweep him away;

ni8 swept all Job’s goodness away, and he came at last down to
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101 •. iW made him fed thaT Couldto’dft
that humility tha and he was ^en, they cannot be cut nff
"1 » eiae fan ‘out hem^off but d^
A are be J to makelove God? ^no

W'Ate « Bve for h,mL „eOnle if needs be? “The love 7. 
down our lives to his*® ® us.” Whereasyour foa8ib|'
Christ,” saith the apostle,, c d rob us of the love of Christ, 
duty-faith and free-wi11 £ ‘p hall not be cut off from the city is, because

Another reason why theyrs “ lainer8. Why, just now you told U8 
they are not murmurers nor “Pwith God’s truth—no. No breaking 
they were rebellious peop e. * gtreets. « Happy is the people
in, no going out, no comp g people w]iose God 1S the £ord„
that is in such a case; ^-^^dness of thine house, even of thy holy 
“We shall be satisfied with g reneat it—it may seem strong Ian- 
temple.” I have often sa^ anO repeat > that I get to hlaven 
guage, but no stronger . £ j, truth than I am now. I have
I shall not be more satisfied M j cou]d bc .fJ
were “n heaven.' ’hid I have fallen out with pretty well everything, too 
Z-with some of you, I believe I have; and with myself perpetua l, 
quarrelling; and I hare fallen out with ministers, or elsejthey hare fallen 
Jut with mo—I hare fallen out with pretty well everything except God s 
truth; I have not fallen out with that. “ Great peace have they that 
love thy law;” that is, the law of truth. Nothing in that law shall oflend 
them. So that they are not murmurers nor complainers—no. The Lord 
says, as you are satisfied with the goodness of my house, even of my holy 
temple, you shall stop with me; I like to have a contented people ; and 
if you can better yourselves, go somewhere else. No, “ Lord; to whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.” Our fear is lest we 
should be cast out; we have no desire to go out, but here to dwell for 
ever and ever. The third reason they shall not be cut off from this 
heavenly city is because of the completeness they have in Christ. They 
always stand the same there. The Lord will not behold iniquity in 
Jacob, nor see perverseness in Israel.

4.he fourth reason they cannot be cut off is because of the unchange- 
al llity of the blessed God, with whom there is no variableness, neither 
s a ow o turning. Ah, Lord, here am I, a greater sinner every day, as 
it were, a poor creature, and dost thou love me still? Yes ; he rests in 
lovinXd 1 Wlth an everlasting love; therefore in
doneln ,What the pord has done he has
undone The last- T £ &nd therefore there is no necessity for it to be 
there7s no on tlX 1 TT wllV tbey shall not be cut Jff is because 
himself; sin cannot foTit^ off- Satan cannot, for he is cut off
up in victory. The’law will18 ’> deatb cannot, for it is swallowed
justice is on their Bide—tl not.cut tbem off, for the law is established; 
God is on their side • the AT01'0 u anything that can cut them off 
the dead ; and now they mXw* Aied f°? tbem’ rose triumphant from

But the other side ff0Se tb^ thT miShtiest foes.
not join in the closing verse PXSiU0 be citizens of Zion, that can- 
lor ever and ever; he will bP Z the Psalm This God is our God 
not receive understanding^ -,n iS^d? even unto death ; ” and that can* 
sa yatmn; they must be S omd XY, the order and plan of eternal 

all a thorough high Calvinist i See the 46th Psalm> which is what I 
be1"?0 £id8t of per, she^^ft-^^ythingthat is’ decisive, 
own ki ^t God has thus tit • be m°ved. How then can fluff 
own kingdom P lUus ta^n into his own love, his own city, h*

And what shaH°for!.Bc?in reach them there?
rce them thence?”
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