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wHe pursued them,and passed safely; even by the way that he had not gone with his feet."—A 
' ' j Isaiah xli. 8.

' Oca test literally refers to Cyrus, and to those victories with which tho 
Lord favoured Cyrus, especially in delivering the people of God from 
Babylon, and also by his decree building the Temple and the walls of 
Jerusalem, and establishing the people in the promised land. In this he 
is a type of the Saviour in his obtaining the final victory and establishing 
his people in that heavenly kingdom of which the promised land was a 
figure. We shall have to take the preceding verse to show that our text 
belongs spiritually and especially to the Lord Jesus Christ. Nor would' 
there seem so much meaning in this text if understood in the mere abstract 
sense; but when we remember that our sins are our destructive enemies, 
and that Christ pursued our sins, that he overtook them, that he conquered 
them, and that they are taken eternally away, and that he passed safely, 
and it was a path, too, that he had not before gone with his feet, when we 
look at our text in this light, then we feel that there is something in it 
that essentially and everlastingly concerneth us. L- -n r <

Before I enter upon the subject, I ought, perhaps, just to acknowledge 
that I feel very much indebted to our kind brethren who supplied my 
place here last Lord’s day, when I was unable to be here—to’ Mr. John 
Fothergill, for his kindness in preaching for us, to Mr. Isaac Comfort, and 
to Mr.' Thomas Stringer. I make this public acknowledgment of the 
kindness of the brethren.

I will now at once proceed to notice what is fairly implied in our text. 
First, ike mastery here gained, “ He pursued them.” Secondly, the safety 
maintained, “ and passed safely.”' Thirdly and lastly, the strangeness of 
the road, “ even by the way that he had not gone with his feet.”

First, then, I notice the mastery here gained, “ho pursued them.” 
Now the preceding verse saith, “ Who raised up the righteous man from 
the east, called him to his foot, gave the nations before him, and made 
him rule over kingsP he gave them as tho dust to his sword and as driven 
stubble to his bow.” ■•Let us now look at all this as relating to us. Firsts 
“ Who raised up the righteous man from the east P” This righteous man,' 
of course, is the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, how sweet the thought—I seem 
lately to think more and more about it—that there is a righteousness that
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Jesus Christ brings in that was complete and is complete; that it was 
everlasting, that it is everlasting; there it stands, the complete justifica
tion of him that believeth. We are aware, of course, friends, and delighted 
with the thought that Jesus Christ was abstractedly righteous as well as 
relatively righteous, or as well as living a righteous life for us. But 
the more we know of our own hearts the more we shall prize that spirit 
in which the Psalmist was when he said, “ I will go in the strength of the 
Lord God, I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only.”
“ As,” saith the apostle, “ by the disobedience of one many became sinners, 
so by the obedience of one many shall become righteous.” We may well in 
these matters pray, “ Lord, increase our faith!” for here God is just, and the 
justifier of him that believeth in Jesus; and so entirely so, and so finally 
so, that the great challenge stands, “ Who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God’s elect ? ” Christ, then, is set forth as being righteous that we, by
believing in him, might be righteous also. Ah, that scripture may strike 
terror, and must strike terror, when read with an enlightened conscience, 
right through the soul apart from Jesus Christ,—namely,'that “the un
righteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” The man conscious of 
what he is, knowing that all his righteousnesses are as filthy rags, says,
“ That cuts me off for ever.” But then, when it is declared unto you,
“ Men and brethen,” that “ through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins, and by him all that believe are justified from all things,” 
—mark that, “ from all things from which ye could not be justified by the 
law of Moses;” what delight unutterable does this create in the mind of 
the convinced sinner. Thus, then, he pursued our sins and sorrows till 
he thus brought in for us everlasting righteousness. “ Being justified by 
faith we have peace with God.” And a right knowledge of this unites us
to the Lord ; it makes us love the Lord, as the woman did that washed 
his feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head, anointing 
them with costly ointment. Now it is said of this righteous man, 
that he was “raised up.” That means, that he grew “in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with God and man.” We must, of course, under
stand this as it refers to God in the relative sense. We are not 
to understand that the Lord increasingly loved Jesus Christ not to 
understand that the Lord was increasingly in love with him, because 
his love to them was always the same; but it doth say that “he grew 
in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.” So that 
we must understand that growing in favour in relation to God in the 
manifestation thereof; he grew in favour in the manifestation thereof. We 
see that he stood in favour with God at his birth—we see that by what took 
place; we see that he stood in favour with God, when he was twelve years 
old, by ,what took place in his conversation with the doctors and the 
rulers, who were astonished at his understanding and answers. Now 
he lives in private life for many years; perhaps to take that part of the
curse, “ By the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread ;” perhaps, I say, 
to take that part of the curse. Now, when he comes into public life, will 
he meet with favour ? Is ho still rising, as it w’cre; is he still getting higher 
and higher? is he growing up so out of his place, as Zechariah beautifully
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expresses it P His place was under the lav? ; but will he do so. well as to 
work himself righteously from under the law P He taking our place was 7 
under our sin, but will he do so well as to work himself out from under 
our sin by putting an end to our sin; will he do this P r Yes; Zechariah 
saw he would do this, and thus he was raised up. So when he was 
baptized we see this, where God the Father said, “ This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” We see a year or two after, on Mount 
Tabor, another such manifestation, and we see a few days before his death 
another such manifestation; and we see in his death, in his resurrection, 
and in his ascension to the right hand of God, we see this truth. Thus 
while he grew in wisdom and stature, he grew in favour, in the manifesta
tion thereof, with God and man. Now, then, let us apply this, or pray 
the Lord to apply it to our souls; Was Jesus Christ righteous? It was 
that we, poor, ungodly creatures may by believing in him be righteous by 
his righteousness, and being righteous by his righteousness, hereby pro
nounced righteous even as he is riguteous. Was Jesus Christ raised up, 
and was there a progressive manifestation of Divine favour, favour upon 
favour, until he is enthroned in glory, comforted on every side, in a ful
ness of joy, and pleasures for ever more ? Why did he rise thus ? . That 
we might rise, and that there may be unto us by him a progressive' mani
festation of God’s favour, grace, mercy, good will, salvation, and glory, 
until that prayer of this wonderful Person is answered. “ Father; I will 
that those whom thou hast given me be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory.” Thus then he pursued that that stood against us, 
brought in this righteousness; and I say it with reverence—we are obliged 
sometimes to speak after the manner of men in order to convey some of 
our thoughts, feelings, and ideas,—I say it with reverence, if the dear 
Saviour had not succeeded by his own personal worth and work in obtain
ing the increased manifestation of Divine favour unto him, then he never 
could have been unto us the way by which we are raised up as from the 
dust and from the dung-hill, and made ultimately to inherit the throne of 
glory. Here, then, who raised up this righteous man ? Ah, the sin ner falls 
down, down, down. Why, even the Christian is a worse man every day 
he lives. You that have known the Lord for twenty, or thirty, or more 
years than that, you are a worse man now than you were when you first 
knew the Lord, because you have had your faults since that, and not onl/ 
so, but the workings of your fallen nature have caused you, as it were, to, 
fall inwardly seven times a day j so that you are a greater sinner, and as 
regards your real condition as a sinner considered, you are in a lower states 
now than you were when you first knew the Lord, tio that downward/ 
downward, downward, is the only path a sinner as a sinner considered can 
go, until he goes down into bell. But then, on the other hand, you are a 
better man now than you were years ago, because there is more of Christ 
about you, more of the spirit of the gospel about you, and more of the life' 
of the gospel about you, and more of the God of the gospel about you, and 
more of the truth of the gospel about you. Therefore you read of growing
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Thus, then, by his pursuing our sins till they were destroyed, he has 
hereby brought in righteousness; he has hereby acquired an increased- 
manifestation unto him of Divine favour, until he arrived at where he now' 
is. Just so by him we have an increased manifestation of Divine favour- 
And I think it is right that the Christian should look at this. Do not, if 
you can help it, run away with the gloomy thought that the Lord will not 
be bo good to you in the future as he has been in times past, Why I will 
venture the honour, I whb going to say, of my prophetic office and standing 
upon the ground that he will be better to you than at the beginning; fo/
** though thy beginnings were small, thy latter end shall greatly increase,"’ 
And when old age and infirmities abound, he is represented then aa curry•, 
mg us, when we cannot walk—“ Even to hoar hairs will I carry you, and

I
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will deliver you.” And, said one, “Now I am old and grey headed, O 
God forsake me not;’* nor did he, nor will he ; but he will be unto us 
better and better, from strength to strength; one ray of light after 
another, until the last cloud, that of death, is shone away by the presence 
ofxthat bleesed God who is unto us as a sun that will never go down. So 
then, some of you, if you have not much hope on earth, Well, you say, I 
shall plod along, I suppose, much as I am, and I do not suppose I shall 
increase my comforts much. Never mind, you have got plenty in the 
Lord. He will be good to you. He has not revealed one millionth part 
of hia love to you yet; he has not revealed one millionth part of his glory 
to you yet; much as you may have been favoured he will yet favour you 
more, “for eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love 
him.” But, saith one, if you knew what a poor, hard-hearted, rebellious, 
miserable creature I am in and of myself, you would'‘not talk like that. 
Then I could show you how it is those that know that they are poor and 
wretched and blind and miserable, that are glad to have mercy in God’s 
own way; and those that do not know this, they are determined to have 
God’s favour m a way he is determined they never should, namely, on the 
ground of some worth, or worthiness, or doing, in the creature. There
fore, if you thus know your own wretchedness, then you may say with the 
apostle, “We are the true circumcision that worship God in spirit, 
Tejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. ’ Why you, 
in the sight of God. would say, Confidence in the flesh! Blessed Gd, I 
might as well have confidence in the devil, I might as well have con
fidence in sin itself; might as well have confidence in hell itself; for “ in 
the flesh dwelletli no good thing.” Then, if thou art thus detached from 
self, Christ will be the dearer to thine heart. Thus, then, he brought 
that righteousness and gradual increased manifestation of the Lord’s 
favour. And so, if such be your way, the Lord will deal with you in like 
manner. The more we know of the emptiness of the world the Jess we 
shall think of that, and the more we know of Jesus Christ the more we 
shall cleave to him, be wrapt wp in him, and acknowledge there is no life, 
hope, glory, and blessedness like that which is described by the apostle to be 
filled with all joy and peace in believing. Now, he pursued this, carried 
out his w ork, and has hereby brought in righteousness, and has revealed 
the mystic ladder that taketh us step by step up into the fulness of ever
lasting glory.

But it saith, “Called him to Bis footcalled Christ to his foot. That 
in Scripture phrase you are aw are, friends, is the place of the learner, and 
it denotes entire submission. So Jesus Christ as man was a learner; he 
learnt obedience by the things that he suffered. He grew in wisdom. 
And upon this subject of the dear Saviour’s sitting, as it were, at the feet 
of his heavenly Father, he saith to the disciples, “Henceforth I call you 
not servants ”—or slaves, it means,—“ for the servant knoweth not what 
his lord doeth”—doth not enter into any fellowship or counsels of his 
lord,—“ but I have called you friends ; for all things that I have learnt 
of my Father I have made known unto you.” And the dear Saviour 
again saith, “I have given them the word which thou gavest me.” Yea, 
there is a promise in Isaiah to this very point, where the Father saith to 
the Son. “This is my covenant with them, saith the Lord, My Spirit that 
is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth ”—there it is, 
you see—“ shall not depart out of thy mouth”—nor did they; Jesus 
Christ still lives in all the doctrines of the everlasting covenant—“ nor 
out of the mouth of thy seed ’’—perhaps there meaning the apostles ; nor 
did they—‘‘nor out ot the moutli of thy seed’s seed”—that is, their spi
ritual offspring; nor shall they. “Called him to his foot.” If the Lord 
Jesus Christ had not thus submitted to God, wo never could have had the 
honour of sitting at his feet; wc never could have had the honour of sit*
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ting there, listening to and receiving the gracious words that proceed from 
his mouth. Ah, when are we happy? When, as little children, we can,'as 
it were, sit at the Saviour’s feet, and thus receive his blessed words. 
Then mark the next step, “ Gave the nations before him.” Hear what 
the Saviour saith upon this, “ Thou hast given him power over all flesh; 
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.’’ You 
at once perceive, friends, that it is essential that Christ should have this 
universal dominion, because his people are among all other people. Hence 
they are spoken of as “ out oi all nations, kindreds, and tongues, and 
people.” There were you in a state of nature, and sin said,' And here you 
shall stop; and Satan said, And here you shall stop; and you said, And 
here I will stay; I am not going to be disturbed, I will remain just where 
I am. And your friends said, You must remain just where you are; you 
mustn’t become one of these moping religionists. Beligion’s very well 
when you can’t enjoy the world auy longer, but you must remain where 
vou are. And bo the strong man—Satan or sin, whichever you please— 
keepeth the soul, and the goods are in peace. ' Bat by-and-bye the dear 
Saviour, in the way I shall presently have minutely to describe, comes 
rushing in, lays hold of that soul just as a shepherd takes a sheep from the
wild beast, lays it on his shoulder, and goes away rejoicing, taking that 
sheep to the fold, and making it in his own time free. This is just the 
way the Lord dealt with us. I really do not know that I am more 
astonished at the conversion of Saul of Tarsus than I am at my own con
version, or at your conversion either. Oh, if there were one power, over 
which Jesus had not had dominion, it would have been in vain for him to 
pursue you. He must then have said, Well, there is a soul I should like 
io have, but then it is under those powers that I cannot get at it. There 
is a soul I should like to have, but it is so far off I am afraid I shall never 
be able to reach it. There is a soul I should like to have, but its sins are 
bo many and of so deadly a character and crimson dye that I question 
whether it is possible to make so vile a wretch anything else but what he 
is. No, no, no; none of these scruples. “ Thou hast given him power 
over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him.” Again, “ And made him rule over kings.” Now, a king, in 
Scripture language; sometimes means not any one particular person; but 
when kings are spoken of mystically you will find it needful very often, as 
it were, to translate the word for the sake of explanation, and take the 
word “king” to mean a ruling power,—made him rule over ruling
powers. Now, sin is a ruling power, and Christ ruled over that; Satan 
is a ruling power, Christ ruled over that; the world is a ruling power, 
Christ ruled over that; error is a ruling power, and it is enough to 
make one’s heart bleed to think of it, rules over millions of so-called 
Christians to the present moment; error, feasible error. But Jesus had 

, dominion over that, put that down. Death is a ruling power, but Jesus 
had rule over it, and has put that down. Thus, then, by faith in Jesus 
you are righteous; by faith in Jesus you go on gradually into the grace of 
God, blessing after blessing; by faith in Jesus you have dominion over 
all flesh ; by faith in Jesus you have dominion over all powers.

Now Jesus Christ in the salvation of men has not only brought in 
righteousness, opened this way, submitted to the Father, hath all nations 
in his hand, and rules over all ruling powers, in order to set us free ; but 
mark the next clause, “ he gave them as the dust to his sword.” I am 
very fond of that phrase, very fond. What is the sword? The word of 
God. If you had called Saul of Tarsus dust;—Saul, why, your religion 
is nothing but the serpent’s meat, it is of no more value than dust. You 
are blameless in the law ? You are a very learned man, and you are a very 
clever man, and you are a very holy man, and you are a very righteous 
man, Why, you are hut dust and ashes. How he would have been in
sulted. ’ Oh, he would have said, I will go to the priest directly, and get
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permission, from him to put you to death—to insult my dignity in this 
way! But when Jesus came in, pierced his heart, divided asunder, as it 
were, soul and spirit, joints and marrow, brought him to the ground, then 
he felt that he was dust. Oh, what a moth, what a worthless, sinful, poor 
creature I am 1 Why, I am of no more value as regards any human 
merit, or any ground upon which I may claim any favour from God—I 
am of no more value than dust. Hence, said one of old, “ Let not the 
Lord be angry that I, who am but dust and ashes, have taken upon me to 
speak unto the Lord.” What say we to this? Hath Jesus pursued us? 
Hath his word so pierced us and so convinced us as to bring us down to 
know that our holiness is but dust, that our righteousnesses are but dust, 
that we are but dust, that we are poor, worthless creatures, and that we 
are hastening to the dust of death : “ Dust thou art, and unto dust slialt 
thou return;” though in this dust of course there is a soul immortal, in 
this dust there is a soul containing in itself, folded at present, hidden 
capacities, mysterious powers, that will be brought into harmonious and 
perfect action in that world of perfection and everlasting light. Thus 
they were given as the dust to his sword. Now this is true humility. I 
have preached, I was going to say, every word—I will not say every 
word, but every thought of this sermon to myself, and tried myself by it. 
I have thought to myself, Well, I can say that the word of Jesus has 
brought me to this. I can say that I am as dust, as it were, before 
the sword of his truth. I am brought down. And I thought, Weil, a 
more worthless creature cannot exist. Ah, these are they that will ap
preciate what Christ is. How, then, am I to get out of this dust ? “ Born 
of an incorruptible seed;” that is one step, washed in a Saviour’s blood is 
another, clothed in his righteousness is another, his truth brought into the 
heart is another, brought into the bond of the everlasting covenant.
What a transition is this 1 beautifully set before us in the resurrection of 
the body. There is the body brought into the dust. What a wondrous 
transition will that be from mortality to immortality, from corruption to 
incorruption, from weakness to strength, from dishonour to honour, from 
degradation to everlasting glory. So, then, he gave them as the dust to 
his sword; and so it is. The apostle’s went forth and used the sword of 
the spirit, and thousands of sinners were convinced of their state. It is 
hard work to let all our dignity go, and all our supposed worth, and to be 
nothing, or less than nothing; yet nothing short of this prepares ns for 
the reception of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then there is another clause ;— 
“ and as driven stubble to his bow.” I ask in the sight of a heart-search
ing God and in the presence of this assembly, can anything be more 
spiritually feeble than we are apart from God’s grace considered ? Can 
anything be more feeble? I am sure the talk in our day,—they say, Ah, 
you must do so and so, but you must not do it in your own strength, you 
have no power. You must not do it in your own strength. But how am . 
I to get the Lord’s strength P Oh, you must get the Lord’s strength. * 
Why, I can no more get the Lord’s strength than I can create strength 
of my own. I can no more do that than anything else. Now hear what 
Job saith upon this. His language may seem extreme ; but those of you 
that know what poor feeble creatures you are in praying, in hearing the 
word, itt'everything spiritual; hear the language of Job in his 13th chap
ter at the 25th verse, “ Wilt thou break a leaf driven to and fro P and wilt 
thou pursue the dry stubble ?” That was Job’s estimate of himself.
“ Wilt thou pursue the dry stubble P” God is my witness, my feeling is 
this,—“ O God, if thou art pleased to destroy me, thou canst do it as easily 
as I could set fire to a piece of stubble ; thou canst do it as easily as lean 
take a fan and blow away the dust from my presence. What am I? Ah. 
what am I? Job might well say, “ I have heard of thee by the hearing of 
the ear; but now mine eye seetli thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes.” Oh, my hearer, do ask yourself for once, is
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this your character in the Bight of GodP ' If it be, if yon do thus see and 
feel what a poor creature yon are, I am sure I have said nothing this 
morning concerning Jesus Christ, however feeble my manner and humble 
my language,—I have said nothing concerning him that is not acceptable to 
you. You will say, I am glad to hear of the righteousness he has wrought 
out and brought in; I am glad to hear he has obtained increased mani
festations of l)ivine favour, until he has arrived at perfection; I am glad 
to hear that he sat at the Father’s feet, that I might sit at his feet; I am 
glad to hear that the nations were given into his hands, that sinners or
dained to eternal life might be taken out of those nations; I am glad 
to hear that he ruleth over all ruling powers; and now I am glad 
that he has made me sensible of what a poor piece of dry stubble and of 
dust I am, I will therefore boast no more. - • f ;
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Thus, then, by his mediatorial work he so pursued our sins, and so put 
an end to them, as to secure all I have stated, and ten thousand things 
more. • /,■ •

I must now, I suppose, step into the next part hastily:—“He passed 
safely.” Just mark a fourfold safety.' And all this concerns us as 
well. First, his life was safe. . If Satan could have robbed justice of 
the precious life .of Christ, our life would have been lost. Ho disease 
could fasten upon his pure nature,jr Diseases, if I may for a moment 
personify them, looked, at him, and one would say, I should like to take 
him by the throat; another, I should like to take him here, or there, by 
one of the vital organs; I should like to take his life. But nothing could 
touch his pure nature, friends; yet he hare our sicknesses. His life was 
safe. ■ There is the safety of our life. He is our life, and if he had not 
been.safe we should not he safe ; hut as his life was safe, our life is safe.
“ Your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” Second, safe as to 
his holiness ; never tarnished. You see our life was destroyed iu the first 
Adam, and the. holiness in which we were created was destroyed. 
But Jesus Christ’s holiness was not tarnished. He was horn “ that holy 
thing;”.he remained pure, ;hp. remained holy. Oh, how the Christian, 
delights in the purity of Christ. .He is spoken of as our sanctification j 
we are proud of such, we. delight in such, we glory in such.,, we sing 
of such, and shall for ever. Oh, how bright must the church shine forth 
when she shall, as she certainly shall, appear in all her, perfection, and 
spotlessness of the Lamb of God. • Third, he was safe as to his righteous
ness. He never did a wrong thing; no omission, no commission, no 
deviation.' How wonderful that is, is it not ? He always did the right 
thing,-at; the right time, to the right people, in the right way, from 

-the right motives, to the right endeverything right. And we are all 
wrong in and of ourselves; but our rejoicing shall be in the righteousness
of Jesus, o Fourth, error, Each Christian has to Bay concerning himself,
“ Who can understand his errors P" “ Cleanse thou me from secret faults 
some faults somewhere I dp not know anything of. But not one error iu 
Jesus Christ; he never thought wrong, never spoke.wrong,never did wrong, 
never understood wrong. He often put his adversaries to silence, hut they 
never could put him to silence. He often put questions to them that they 
could not au8wer,hut they could never manufacture a question that he could 
upt answer. Time does not permit me to enter into this, or else I might 
easily show that they held their council, got them an ingenious question. 
He won’t be able to answer this. You ask him about the resurrection, ho 
won’t be able to answer that; the great commandment, won’t be able to 
answer that; a great many other things. They made sure they had dp»o 
it. Well, now, who arc the cleverest men among us? Well, there ia A, and
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B, and C, and D; they are very clever men. Tell you what we will do; 
you go and watch, see if you can’t catch something out of his mouth. 
Well, they went, but thev were so astounded at his wisdom that when 
they came back again,—What, have you not brought him ? No. What, 
have you really not succeeded ? No ; “ never man spake like this man.” 
What, are you deceived also? “And they went every man to his own 
house.” That is the best thing they could do, and a good thing if they 
had stopped there,—that it certainly would. Then the next step, which 
I dare not enlarge upon, was his safety in death. He passed on safely 
there. What a number of restraints were put upon the adversary there! 
They could not break a bone of him; they could not bury him in the 
malefactor’s grave. “ He made his grave with the wicked,” saith the 
prophet; it is not said he was buried with them; the prophet does not say 
that; “he made his grave,” by suffering himself to bd crucified between 
two thieves. Now, as he was laid in the grave, what fools the rulers 
were; downright fools. What did they do P Went and rolled a stone to 
the mouth of the sepulchre. Oh, you fofis, that is not the way to do it. 
What should we do, then P Why don’t you go and take his body out and 
burn it? then he can’t rise from the grave. That is what you should do. 
You have rolled the stone there, and left him there ; why, he has got a 
good chance now of rising again. Why don’t you light a fire, and do as 
your fathers did—burn the body? then he can’t rise from the dead. 
They either did not think of that, or else, if they had, the Lord would 
not have allowed them to do it. Remarkable thing, you see; they put 
him into a new tomb; with all their wisdom, and all their counsel, and 
all their demoniacal feeling, and all their savagism, God kept them from 
doing one indignity to his sacred body. He passed safely through the 
silent /tomb. And here was the Saviour’s confidence; “ Thou wilt not 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption,” either by violence or any other 
means. As to the decomposition of his body, if it had laid there to this 
moment it would not have decomposed; for two reasons. I can’t, per
haps, convince some of you of the sentiment I hold; but the truth of it I 
cannot get rid of; first, because it was holy, and secondly, because, as I 
believe, his body was never severed from his deity. I believe that the 
omnipotency of deity was in his body; I believe the vitality of deity 
was in his body; the soul had departed, but I believe divinity was 
there. Yea, I am tempted sometimes to go further upon that. I 
do think, though I do not mean further at present to enlarge upon 
the thought,—but I do think if you could have said to the angel, Young 
man, or my lord, or whatever you might call him, what maketh thy 
face to shine like lightning? his answer would have been, Simply looking 
at the place where the Lord lay. It is the presence of Christ that makes 
my face to shine. Well, how is it you sit on this stone, in defiance of 
the Roman soldiers, and in defiance of all adverse powers P It is the 
presence of Emmanuel, it is the presence of God. Well, but it is only 
his body. I say, “see the place where the Lord lay.” I believe deity 
was there. They could not touch him. All this, friends, is to endear the
Lord, increase our confidence in him, and illustrate the great truth, 
“ Hitherto shalt thou come, and no further.” But your time is gone*, 
and I must say no more.
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