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= Ir is one of the privileges of true faith always to have something upon
Which it can depend. Let circumstances be what they may, let afflictions
or.ﬂrivations be what they may, it is nevertheless the privilege of true
faith always to have something upon which to rest as a source of support
and as a source of consolation. Hence, when Job was deprived of every-
.. thing, still there was the Lord left; he could still say, “ Blessed be the
" name of the Lord.” And another, when looking at the<=y-esedl universdl
desolation of nature, said, ““Yet Will I rejoice m the , L will Idy in
the God of my salvation." And another said, “ Though our outward man
' perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” AHd bo the apostle
here, amidst the many pexplerities and tridlé of wpith he was the Suhjpet,
both personally and reliatively, nevertheless, felt there was something to
. *.support him, something to comfort him; and so,'amidst the conflicting
A doctrines that were advanced, and amidst the difltrent spirits that then
f appeared in the professing world, he fastens updni this delightful truth,
that notwithstanding every way, let the enemy, make what movements
ever he may, ChriBt, according to God’s appointment, is preached. There
is a Jesus Christ, and that Jesus Christ must reign; there is a God, and
that God is the Lord God omnipotent, and must reign, and his counsel
must stand, and h& will do all his pleasure. fAnd these things are put
upon record, “ that we, through patience "—for we have need of patience,
not being in too much hurry about things, but to: wait, and look, and
watch—* that we, through patience, and comfort of the Scriptures "—the
comfort we get from the Scriptures is holy comfort/it is assuring comfort,
it is that kind of comfort that stands associated with the love, and salva-
tion, and friendship of the blessed God—" that we, through patience, and
comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope." 1 notice, then, this morning,
first, the foundation of the apostle’s comfort, Christ Jesus; secondly, his
twofold rejoicin?—‘And* I therein do rejoice,* yea, and will rejoice;”
v thirdly and lastly, the opposite spirits in‘which Jesus Christ was then, and,
... Ofcourse, still is, preached. 1 R
+ First, then, 1 notice thefoundation ofthe apostle’s comfort, Christ Jesuzi
“ Christ is preached.” Now, I think by Christ Jesus here being preached,
we may understand two.;things; first, the Saviour in hisessential
characters; secondly, the assurances of the gospel; 'First,'the Saviour in
his saving characters/ First, as the promised seed. ““The seed of the
woman snail bruise the serpent’s head;"™ the head, of course, is the
serpent’s vital part, and, therefore, meaning that the Bcrpent shall bj
entirely conquered. And this conquest over Satan was wrought by the
Saviour in his atoning for sin. Itwas by the fall of man that Satan gaiutd

the mastery over us, and it is by the Saviour having put an end to.sin,
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thereby he treads Satan down under our feet, and gives us the victory.
Hence, what can be more beautiful, the Lord enabling us to look at it,
and to understand it, and to rest upon it, than that sweet testimony that
“ the warfare is accomplished >!  And this, that was wrought at Calvary’s
cross, is to be the comfort of the inhabitants of the new Jerusalem.
“ Comfort ye, comfort ye my people; speak ye comfortably unto Jerusa-
lem ; cry unto her, her warfare is accomplished.” Now, this is to be our
comfort. Is it any wonder, then, if the Lord should suffer your consola-
tions in other respects to dry upP and many of your hopes in other
respects to be blastedP For we are all prone to place our hope upon
some earthly or creature ground or another; and when the Lord is
pleased to smite or blast this, what is it forP Why, it is to make us
cleave more to him, and prize more the victory the Saviour hath wrought.
What do we want in order to this comfort? Why, we want two things;
we want faith in what Christ hath done, and we need the power of the
Holy Spirit, so to bring that faith into exercise as to enable us to rest
upon what the Saviour has done. And you observe how very careful the
Holy Spirit is to explain some of the things, at least, there, that are
included in this accomplished warfare. See the next clause,—* that her
iniquity is pardoned.” What a sweet way is that of terminating sin!
Nothing but love could pardon. When love lays hold of the object, it
holds the object, and delights to pardon it; it delights to forgive, it
delights to forget, it delights to bury, it delights to blot from remembrance
everything that Btands against or in any way detrimental to this object of
love. ““Her iniquity is pardoned.” ““And she hath received of the
Lord's hands double for,” instead of, ““her sins.” That term *“ double ”
I have looked at for a long time as meaning grace here and glory here-
after. And so, when the Saviour was in this world, grace was poured
into his lips, and he dwelt among us full of grace. And so, instead of
receiving our sins, we receive Jesus Christ as full of grace; and so, in
receiving Jesus Christ by faith while we are here as full of grace, that is
one part of the double; and then receiving Jesus Christ here, while we
are here, as full of grace and truth, this will lead to the other part of the
double—uviz., to their receiving Jesus Christ in eternal glory. So, instead
of being degraded by our sins, instead of being punished for our sins,
instead of being damned for our sins, instead of being banished from the
presence of God and from the glory of his power for our sins, instead of
this, by what the Saviour hath done, here is victory, here is pardon, here
is the double; %race here, and glory hereafter.. This was to be the
comfort. Now, the apostle might well say, “ 1 do rejoice that Christ is
preached.” He did not rejoice in the spirit in which the opposite party
preached Christ, as we shall show when we come to that' part, but he
rejoiced simply in the fact that the true Christ of God could not be hidden
from the people of God. The Pharisees may prevail to hide the Saviour’s
real character, though they themselves did not know it; they may prevail
to take away the key of knowledge from the multitude, but not from the
Lord’s own disciples. *“ Whom say ye that 1 am?” *““Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God/ And how came Peter by that
acquaintance with ChristP The Lord telleth us how Peter camo by that.
£0 here “ Christ is preached.” As though the apostle should say here
what he had already said in his Epistle to the llornuns, that “ there is a
remnant according to the election of. grace, and the election,” in God’s
settlements and counsels, “ hath obtained ; the rest were blinded.” And
so I rejoice that Christ is preached, and that he cannot be hidden from
his brethren.  “ 1 will declare thy name unto my brethron.” This, I think,
is one thing meant. Aud this is to be our comfort; we may safely live upon
it, and plead before the Lord every day what Christ hath done, and the
1>ardon wo have by him, und the double we arc to have by him—-grace
icre, and gl»ry hereafter.
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+ Second, it means the Saviour, not only in the victory he has wrought,
but also as the way of reconciliation to God. Can we,—is the thing
possible, for us too much to appreciate, too highly to extol, or too earnestly
estimate, or too constantly cleave unto, that reconciliation that Christ
hath made ? <How tremendous was the breach between us and the Judge
of all | how tremendous the wrath that sin hath lighted up between us
and the Judge of all I; how fearful the gulf that sin had wrought between
our Maker and us| how lasting the hell | for the law is the strength of sin,
and the law hath eternal strength; therefore, sin hath eternal strength,
and consequently hell hath eternal duration; how tremendous the breach!
ANh! then, what a great work was it for Christ to throw himself into this
breach, and to bring about a reconciliation, holy, righteous, just, merciful,
gracious, complete, and blessed! Truly, truly, he is the more excellent
offering, by which we obtain life, and that we are righteous, righteous in
him, approved in him, accepted in him. We may afford to have a breach
between ourselves and every one of our fellow-creatures upon the face of
the earth, and every one may forsake us and despise us, and we may
be left to die on a dunghill. That would be very calamitous, but there
would be an end to it; it would notlast long. And Lazarus was not far off
from such a position as this. ' He laid at the rich man’s gate, full of sores—
does not seem to have had a human friend upon the face of the earth;
the veiy dogs that wandered for food, even while they were starving, and
more likely to tear Lazarus to pieces than to sympathize with him, did,
nevertheless, deny their own hunger, as it were, and, contrary to their
natural instincts, sympathized with him,'and licked his sores. But
still, that is nothing when compared with spiritual things; what would
such a breach be in comparison of the breach between us and our Maker ?
The one a mere temporary matter, passes off, and in a few years comes
to an end; but the awful language,He that.would come from you
to us cannot, and he that would pass from us to ¥ou cannot; there is
a great gvilf fixed,” This is the great matter, after all, that most concerns
man. :1 am not speaking lightly of human friendship, and much less
ought I to speak lightly of Christian friendship, and much less still ought
I to speak lightly of Christian friendship as a minister; for of all men
under the canopy of heaven there is none so pitiable an object as a
minister. He is the most helpless; his very life depends upon the breath
of creature approbation. He is the subject of the criticisms of friendsand
of foes. His name may by a few be spoken kindly of, by others torn to
pieces. There he is, as helpless as helplessness itself. And, therefore,
the minister is the last man in the world that can afford to make light of
Christian friendship, i Now, while his position is helpless, and to the pride
of the heart contemptible, and trying to the last degree in many respects,
yet, on the other hand, when he looks at the sincere friendship manifested
from time to time, he, of course, highly appreciates the same, and looks to
the Lord, and hopes to continue in the enjoyment of the same. There is
a reason, perhaps, why the Lord has so placed his servants, and this may
be one of the reasons, that while he needs,—as the apostle says, “ Ye are our
rejoicing in the Lord,"—that while he needs forbearance, and forgiveness,
and sympathy, perhaps he is so placed in order to teach him the more deeply
to sympathize with others; and it does do so.-‘When we are brought
deeply to feel our need of the sympathy and kindness of others, it makes
jsuch an one labour to be himself a comfort to others. So that, 1 say in
the remarks 1 have thus made, I do not make light of Christian friendship.
I very much prize it; 1 cannot do without it. Withdraw your kindness
from me, withdraw your sympathy from me, and treat me distantly, and
in an off-hand way, down I go; you shall see me in this pulpit no more.
*But while I continue to enjoy what 1 have ever had—Christian friendship
from you,—I go on with pleasure and delight. 1 make these remarks in
order to show, on the one hand, the greatness of the Saviour's work
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in making up the breach between us and God; and that, on the other
hand, calamitous as the loss of Christian friendship would be, and all
creature attention, yet that could be surmounted; but the want of recon-
ciliation to God can never be surmounted. The apostle giveth us counsel
in connection with this reconciliation to God; ““Ab much as lieth in you,
live peaceably with all men.” 1 have made up my mind to fall out with
no one, except it be in contending for the truth; there, of course, we
must take no creature consideration into the account. Now then, the
apostle rejoiced that Christ was preached as the way of reconciliation to
God, as the way of bringing us up into that acceptance with God wherein
stands the challenge written, *“ Who shall lay anything to the charge of
God’s elect?” Then 1 think that he rejoiced in Christ being preached,
not only in the victory he wrought, not only in the reconciliation he hath
established, thereby establishing friendship of course among the people of
God, the love of the brethren,—* Behold how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity,”—but he also rejoiced that Christ
was preached as the Mediator of the new covenant. “ The mountains
may depart, and the hills be removed, but my loving-kindness shall not
depart from thee, nor shall the covenant of my peace be removed.” Now,
there are two things to- assure us that this covenant of peace, wherein all
wrath is ended, where the Lord hath in solemn oath sworn he will not be
wroth nor rebuke us, that is, not rebuke us penally. There will never be any
reason why the Lord should take his kindness from us ; there will never
be any reason why his covenant should depart, for this reason, and 1 am
sure ypu will see it as clear as possible; you will admit that there never
will be any reason why the Lord’s kindness should depart from Christ;
you will admit that; and that there never can be any reason why the
covenant of peace should be removed from Christ. Can the covenant
be in, better hands? .Did not the Saviour, take that covenant into his
hands? Hath he not .carried out that covenant in all its provisions,
its.items, and its purposes? And, therefore, until a reason can be
assigned for the removal of the kindness of the Lord and his cove-
nant from Christ, no reason can be assigned why his kindness should
depart from his people, or his covenant ,be removed from them; because
he hath constituted Christ and his people one. Oh'! what a sweet theme

is that,—the oneness! Holy, reckoned holy as he is holy; reckoned
righteous as he is righteous ; reckoned good- as he is good; yea, loved as
he is loved. * Thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me.” Thus then,
the apostle rejoices that Jesus Christwas preached. And here I may, as
far as gospel is concerned, end my discourse, for that matter. First,
here is thet warfare accomplished;J second,, here is the reconciliation;
third, here is God in an everlasting covenant; here is’what Christ
hath done, and God’s immutability.; these are the two assurances that
,his kindness will never depart from us, and that the covenant of his peace
shall not be removed#, . v t

f Now I think the preachlng of Chrlst means not only the setting forth of
.the Saviourin what he hath done in accomplishing the warfare, in bringing
about peace with God, and in establishing this immutable covenant; but
I thinlr, also, that the preaching of Christ means the assurances of'the
gospel. And if we are brought to understand the truths | have advanced
this morning, and to receive them as the very foundation of our hope and
our comfort, we must expect what follows. Youobserve in the 54th of Isaiah,
no sooner had the Lord made these declarations of the stability of this
covenant, no sooner were the people brought to receive these truths, than
Satan’s opposition begins ;,tlien begin their troubles, then begin their
exercises. ““O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted.”
What, believe in the victory of Christ, and yet not comforted? Yes.
Believe, and receive too, the reconciliation that Christ hath made, and yet
not comforted? WAhat, receive this immutable covenant, and yet not
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comforted? * Yes; receive all this, and yet be the most miserable man
upon the face of the earth. “ The world shall rejoice, and ye shall weep
and lament.” But it is better to be in this Christian house of mourning
than to be in Satan’s house of laughter. The Lord then promises the
church a glorious city,—*“ I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay
thy foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of agates,
and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of precious stones.”
Now I think you ought to take the truths of the gospel as the key of all
this. .If I am.asked what the sapphire foundations are, my answer is,
The truths of the gospel, the testimonies of Christ; these are the precious
' foundations, these are the sure foundations. “Thy testimonies, O Lord,
are very sure.” , And if I were asked what the gates are, |1 would answer
just the Bame way, that the truths of the gospel are the gates, that the
testimonies of the gospel are the gates that bring us into the city of God.
And if I were asked what the windows are, I would say the same thing,
The truths of the gospel; fore very testimony of Christ letteth light in upon
us. > * The entrance of thy word giveth light.” And if I were asked what
the borders are, ‘f All thy borders of precious stones,” what these adorn-
ments are, | should answer just the same way, The testimonies of Christ.
Take this fourfold view; there are foundations, as you see in the 21st of
the Revelation, foundations garnished with all manner of precious stones,
and there are the gates, and there are the windows, and pleasant stones.
* And hence what is said in the Proverbs of the one precious stone may
apply to all these pleasant testimonies, that *“ A gift is as a precious stone in
the eyes of him that hath it; whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth.”
And so “thy. borders of pleasant stones.” Now this is the promise; so
that when thus tossed about, what does the Lord do then? Directs you
to that city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
Saith one, 1 had forgotten the testimony, and I have been acting just the
reverse of that testimony, that “ here we have no continuing city.” Why,
gou getvthings into order to-day, all pretty comfortable now; just as you
egin to comfort yourself, in. comes the devil in some shape, or form, or
another—for 1 still hold that Satan has a vast deal to do with the tribula-
tions of the saints, as is demonstrated by his bringing us into trouble by
the Fall, and aB is demonstrated by his. stirring up David to number the
people, calculating upon human strength, and in the way in which he
dealt with Job, and in his,standing at.Joshua’s right hand, and in his
tempting the Saviour, and his hindering the apostles,—*“Satan hindered
us.” So that it is no use,’depend upon it; the Saviour hath said, “ In the
world ye shall have tribulation.” 1 O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest,
and not comforted,” look to the city of God, look to these eternal founda-
tions, look to that city wherein there is a river, a gospel river, the streams
mwhereof shall make yon glad when everything else shall make you sorry.
. There is an apparent paradox in the following words, but the Christian
can sometimes understand them:—* They received the word in much
affliction, yet with joy .of'the Holy Ghost.” ““Sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing.””; So, then, here is the assurance of the gospel, that if we are
tempest-tossed and pot comforted, our,comfort must be in looking to these
assurances of the gospel, that there is a city that hath eternal foundations.
And well the Lora goes on to assure us, on the one hand of tribulations,
on the other hand of his mercy. | “ And all thy children,” that is a promise
to the church, shall be taught of the Lord;.and great shall be the peace
of thy children.”;: And we see everywhere that all that are taught of God
are made acquainted with,the new covenant. -““1 will put my laws into
their minds, write them in their hearts." .And Christ being the Mediator
of that new covenant,, this divine teaching is sure to bring them to Christ,
and make them acquainted with the covenant to which he belongs, make
them acquainted with the nature and design of his work, and that they
shall see what he camo into the world for. . ““And great shall be the peace
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ofthy children.” In Christ there is peace, though I have known some
of the people of God find more peace in their latter hours, when they were
dying, than they have found all their lifetime put together before; just
showing that the Lord knows when to step in. Perhaps a little comfort
there, and a little comfort there, and a little comfort there, and the Lord
says, " Well, I will stop till you have eaten all that, I will stop till you
have drank all that, 1 will stop till that pasture is withered, I will stop till
that gourd is blasted, 1 will stop till that cup is empty. You are not
miserable enough yet, you are not tried enough yet, you are not cut up
enough yet, you are not cut down enough yet; sin has not gained mastery
enough over you to make you sympathize with the Saviour in bearing it;
you have not felt the hardness of your heart enough yet, nor the infidelities
of your nature enough yet; the devil has not torn you to pieces enough
yet. And so the Lord leaves his children alone, and lets Satan in upon
them. “ Hitherto shaltthou come,”—he has admission, you see,—and you
shall reach that far. It is true he is limited, but those limits are very
mysterious sometimes ; he goes in a great many respects much farther than
we ever intended he should go; but so it is, when the enemy shall come
in like a flood, shall come in the overwhelming of many things we wished
to save, and God determined to destroy. But when he has done this, and
there seems no hope anywhere, then it is our hope is in the Lord, then our
peaceis in the Lord. Hence he goes on to assure us that while as we
stand in Christ we shall be established in righteousness, and be far from
oppression, that is, in Christ, by faith in Christ,—for mercy’s sake don't
look for it anywhere else; if you do, as the Lord liveth, you will be dis-
appointed, depend upon it you will: on the other hand, if you look for
this freedom in Christ,—and there you are not to fear, but to be far from
terror,—ifyou look for it there, you are sure to find it, for “ they looked
unto him, and were lightened, and their faces were not ashamed.” |
know I am now preaching very hard things to flesh and blood. Spiritual
things, while they are infinitely superior both in nature, extent, and
duration, require a spiritual mind to appreciate the same. Yes; unless
the Lord gives us spiritual eyes, spiritual thirst, spiritual hunger, spiritual
feeling; unless the Lord gives all this, these eternal blessings lie
unnoticed, unsought, uncared for. Well might the psalmist pray, and I
am sure every Christian will pray the same prayer, " Lighten mine eyes,
lest 1 sleep the sleep of death.” So, then, Christ is preached in his
essential characters, and in the assurance of the gospel. And the Lord
says of those who are thus brought to him, "They shall surely gather
together, but not by .me;” they shall not have my approbation.
“Whosoever shall gather together against thee,” you who ar” brought to
receive Christ in the testimony of the victory that he has wrought, in the
reconciliation he hath made, in his immutable covenant,—"whosoever
shall gather together against thee shall fall for thv sake.” WHhat a mercy
for us that God himself hath created the smith that bloweth the coals in
the fire! .Yes, they may be lighting their fire, forging their instruments,
contriving their plans. We will carry out our purposes, we will do so and
so, we will havelour revenge. Ah, but the Lord says, " I have created the
waster to destroy.” What a mercy! All this, you see, to encourage us to
look to the Lord.

" However crooked some things may be, by that which that is made
straight in the essentials, the circumstantials also shaU, in the Lord's own
time, come straight. Then look at the assurance—would that we could
believe it more firmly'—"No weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper.” Well but, say you, many people of God have been put to
death. Well, that sent them home the sooner, that is all. ' Unless a
weapon formed against them could sever them from Christ it does not
prosper; unless some weapon can disinherit them, then that weapon does
not prosper; unless some weapon can rob them of the promises, or Kkill
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them, as it were, spiritually—deprive them of what they have in Christ—
that weapon fails to achieve Satan’s Object. And there are many other
minor senses, also, in which the weapon shall not prosper. Keep close to
the three points | have noticed this morning,—the Saviour’s accomplished
warfare, the complete reconciliation, the immutable covenant,—and then
all these assurances belong to you. *“ And every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment”—whether true or false—‘ thou shalt"—by thy
oneness with the Saviour—*“ condemn;” because Christ, as we have said,
hath made reconciliation. * Their righteousness.” Ah, says Satan, sup-
pose they should be found deficient in righteousness, how can their part
then be taken ? how can true accusations and charges then be silencedP
how can.the enemy then be cast downP Ah, the Lord will take care they
Bhall not be deficient in righteousness. “ Their righteousness is of me,
saith the Lord.” And therefore, not being deficient m righteousness, they
standing complete in his righteousness, here it is their enemies must be
found liars unto them. Now, if 1 am speaking to any this morning that
are not Christians, is not this almost enough to make you wish you were
aChristianP What a blessed thing to know your need of the victory that
Christ liaswrought, and toreceive 1t! Whatablessed thing to be brought
by faith into that reconciliation that Christ has made! What a blessed
thing to understand the covenant ordered in all things and sure, and to be
brought to receive it, and stand out for it! If so, then all these assu-
rances of the Lord’s mercy to you, whatever may be your tribulations, all
these assurances of his favour belong to you, and then you may, indeed,
well sajr with the apostle, “ Christ is preached; and I do therein rejoice,
yea, and will rejoice.” J
Now I must say but very little upon this part, ““I therein do rejoice.”
I hope I can say it is my most solemn of all prayers; I know not a peti-
tion that 1 can pour out before the Lord with more earnestness than 1 do
this, that 1 may go on rejoicing in Christ." Fdr you may depend upon it,
unless we delight in Christ'we shall not seek very earnestly after him;
unless we delight in him we shall not much'.prize nis way. We do need
delight of some kind; we cannot be content to be always mourning, nor to
be always in bondage, nor to be always cast down, nor to be always sorry; it
wears out the mind, and it leads us to desperation, and we are ready to
turn round and run away somewhere or another, after something that will
support us better. But if we see such excellency in him, and can see that
he is the chief of ten thousand, and altogether lovely, then, delighting in
him, glorying in him, and saying with the apostle, “ God forbid that 1
should glory, save in the cross of Christ,” oh! how this does make us love
the habitation of God’s house, the place where his honour dwelleth! how
this will make us'run in his way ! how this will enable us to lose sight of
other things, and run with patience the race set before us, looking unto
Jesus! < ““And | therein do rejoice;” and then the prospect, ““and will
rejoice.” W.ill the period ever come when I shall notrejoice in Christ?
Never, never. There I have before me a life of joy.1 And when | come
to a dying hour, 1 hope 1 shall hot be disappointed in that. 1 have a
strong impression upon my mind 1 shall die exceedingly happy, because
my soul does, with an indescribable intensity of love to God and of love
to Christ, love to the truth, at times so glory therein that | feel as though
I wanted to be out of the body, to 1give full expansion to the powers of
my soul, and drink in more largely of God’s everlasting love. It is a good
sign, you may depend upon it, to be kept e™ose to him. 1 So, then, the
apostler thus rejoiced that Christ was preached. “ 1 rejoice now; yea,
and I will rejoice.”.. Let sin say what It may, let the world say what it
may, let Satan say what he may, let circumstances say what they may,
let creatures say what they may,- let afflictions say what they may, let
death say what it may, let error say what it may, here it is, 1 will rejoicd,
for here is everlasting joy, sorrow and sighing snail flee away.' » =<
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I suppose I must occupy a few minutes in just glancing at the two oppo-
site spirits in which Christ was preached. “ Some preach him of envy.”
What did they ean? I think the Epistle to the Galatians will explain
tins “out ofenvy/' these false teachers. This Paul goes too far; he preaches
grace without works: he preaches justification by faith without works;
he declares Jesus Christ has done everything, and we are saved only by
him. Hd goes too far. And so Satan envied the people of God, and
envied the apoBtle Paul, and so Satan’s ministers preached Christ in envy
to the liberty wherewith Christ hath made his people free. Are there not
plenty of that stamp in.our dayP 1 must leave you to judge ; you are
better judges than I am. You say, How is that? Some of you are
better judges than I am. How iB thatP Why, because you go to hear
them sometimes, and | do not. ““And of strife.” Yes, determined to
down, with these high-doctrine men. They are determined to rid that
village of that little bit of an Antinomian fellow. We are determined to
down with them; .we will find a flaw in their lease, or we will coax the
poor parson, or else one of the deacons, or something; we will down with
them. And so, if there is any hope, they never rest until they have
achieved their end. “ And of contentionthat is, a spirit of contentious
enmity against the truth. ““Not sincerely,” no; but my text says, ““in
pretence/’ A Boman Catholic Christ is a pretended Christ; that is, they
are mere pretenders, pretentious Christians. A free-will Christ,—you
Wesleyans, why, your Christ is only a pretended Christ, tries to save,
and cannot. You are only pretended Christians ; you have not a particle
of sincerity in you toward the true Christ of God, for that you hate. And
duty-faith is the worst of all. | believe, of all the systems ever formed in
the lower world, there was never one formed that deceived more souls than
duty-faith does, setting down persons for Christians that are not Christians.
And one end these men had m view was to add affliction to the apostle’s
bonds,—* Supposing to add affliction to my bonds.” That is it. I1fwe can
once lower the man, if we can weaken his testimony, if we can once
Weaken the man, we shall circumscribe his usefulness; if we can once
persuade people he is a dangerous man they will keep away from him, and
we shall succeed. ' But nevertheless the ends these men have inview shall
be overruled to the furtherance of the gospek ““The things,” saith the
apostle in this chapter, “ which happened unto me have fallen out rather
unto the furtherance of the gospel? = And so all these erroneous systems
shall turn out to the furtherance of the gospel./ Just give you an
instance of how that sometimes occurs.* There is a Catholic priest—he is
to preach a sermon,'and he will, for a few minutes, by hit not by wit, say
a good bit of truth. There is a man. sitting tjiere; it opens that man’s
eyes, and he sees more in the words of the priest than the priest himself
sees. He goes to the priest afterwards, and he says, Why, dear me,
according' to what you said in. one part of your discourse, there is not a
syllable ,of truth in Catholicism.' rWhy, you have swept away all your
ceremonies, and the J?0£e—you have sent him | do not Know where; you
swept away the whole m one part. Did 1? i.Did IP Yes, you did, and
you have swept me away too, and youwill not catch me here again. And
so now off he goes to find the truth. And. so the Wesleyan ; sometimes
he will say it.is all of grace, and stick to it for five minutes pretty well.
The Lord opens the eyes of one of his hearers® /"Why, bless me! our
minister has turned Calvinist; our minister is high doctrine all at once.
And this hearer sees in those remarks what the Wesleyan minister never
meant him to see, and sq off the man goes to his own people. So duty-
faith also;.they preach the .doctrines, and in*one part they say some
truth. The Lord opens the eyes of some, and they see that is truth. And
then, to help these people on further in the Other part of the sermon
pomes a flat contradiction., Well, says the hearer, I cannot lay these two
together; there is something wrong somewhere, \



