














4
»
g
»

' LING,.
;/850 BAFE DWEL

/

ou going for? That I might know him, that I might see him, t}
xiighgreaigize his presence, that I might have fellowship with him, thztt;-, ]]::
might know that he is my friend, that I might know that he is my Saviour,
and though I feel somewhat assured of it before, I want to be assured of
it again; I am just such a poor, doubting thing as Gideon was; after the
Lord had given him one sign, he wanted another sign. And apart from
this, says such a one, I am at home where he is; I love the habitation of
his house, and the place where his honour dwelleth, and I like that
minister the best that tells me the most, and that tells me in a savoury
way, that opens up my path, and that opens ug.G_od’s truth; that opens
up the different dispensations of the Bible, and 1st1ng1ulshes between that
which is gospel and that which is not gospel, where I can see most, feel
most, realize most, understand most, enjoy most of Jesus Christ ;. there let
me be. Well, you will never enjoy the Lord to perfection until you get
to heaven. ~* I shall be satisfied,” saith one, ¢ when I awake in thy like-
ness.” Now then, thou hast said here thou art no longer a simple one, a
despising one, but art become a prudent one, foreseeing the evil, and
seeking to be hidden in the Rock of Ages; thou art no longer a scorner,
but art reconciled to God, and become a worshipper in all solemnity of
the true God, desiring grace whereby you may go on to serve him accep-
tably, with reverence and with godly fear; and that you are no longer a
hater of knowledge, but that you love knowledge. Ah, you say, let me
know the love of God in the power of it ; let me know the Christ of God,
and the truth of God, and the counsel of God, and the covenant of God,
and the mysteries of vast eternity. Why, it is a knowledge : all things
thou canst desire are not to be compared to this knowledge, wherein thou
hast ‘safety. . Now then, this is hearkening to the wisdom of the new

covenant, and such shall dwell in safety. ~ Their life is safe, their sanctifi-
cation is safe, their justification is safe, their salvation safe, their glori-
fication safe, their souls eternally safe,— F b

“Safe in our Redeemer's h:'znds; N
E’en when he hides his face,”

And then, again, it is said of the others; the Lord says, * They would
none of my counsel: they did not choose the fear of the Lord ;” did not
choose the fear of Jehovah, chose other gods beside him. The Lord fore-
saw that. Hence, in the 28th of Deuteronomy, where you have that old
covenant deseribed, if they turned aside, and went after other gods, and
served them, then all the curses recorded in the after verses of that 2Sth
of Deuteronomy should come upon them. And so they were ever apos-
tatizing from the true God, would none of his counsel. ' They first forsook
his counsel, then threw down his altar, and then they had but one more
thing to do, and that was, slay all the prophets of the Lord: Let us cet
rid of them. It is such a wonderful mercy that the Lord does, in a spegial

way, stand by his ministers ; for what of i
Bondn: o e g ovets  fo or enemies, what of the weaknesses of

L g hypocrites, th
time under the mask of friendshigy,pif the‘Lorf Ei?c? zaoﬁgﬁirg;lnfﬁsa iz?fl
%31‘;:-‘05' his minjsters, what would become of the poor things ? Thgy are
: ];1 ere ,tand knocked, and kicked about in our day in different parts of
no?; hcioun r;;—-'turned into mere door-mats. Some consequential, pompous
treat:(% gells into l? church; and T know several ministers now that are
the min{s?éry' a%Vth ough everybody was worthy to be in the place except
a town or a vill ok 8-Luhth-m’ Iny hearer, is of Satan. ' Let a man go into
earnestly and hage, with vital godliness and vital truth and speak it out
not sucgeeg inone:;ly, feeble as the man’s gifts may be, and if he should
succeed in gettin{gzea. i:lt';g; c})ﬁ:egca%?ngef a:'iontglljl s side, ho is sure to
. L, Y ins ; i
:gcz%er(rloﬁd Ommng many friends, hig Bavoﬂullfymégsgnﬁlgnsho;l dsﬁgf,
with plenty of focs. Byt if, on the other band,
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