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„ And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire”— 
Revelation xx. 15.

Thebe cannot, I think, be on our minds any doubt but that the book 
of life is the gospel of God. If we say it is the covenant of life,—for the 
covenant of salvation is in Malachi called the covenant of life and peace,— 
it will mean, in substance, the same thing. We know of no book that 
ministers life—we know of no book of eternal life, but the gospel. I make 
these remarks, because there is a tendency among some good people to 
suppose that there is some mystic book somewhere that has never yet been 
seen, that is by-and-bye to be brought forward. Now, I do not myself 
think so; for I do not think that we need another book to set forth the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The gospel sets forth that mercy of God which is for 
ever; the gospel sets forth that Christ of God who is for ever; the gospel 
sets forth that kingdom of God which is for ever; and the gospel describes 
the people that are the people of God for ever. Taking it, then, for 
granted, that the book here spoken of is the gospel, then the question is, 

hat is meant by being written in this book P My answer is, that every
thing is meant by it. It means, as we shall have to show, personal 
identification with the gospel; and it means, also, the good pleasure of 

6 great God; for their names were therein recorded, as we shall see, as 
We go along, from the foundation of the world ; before they had personal 
^istence, their names were recorded there; and, in duo time, they 

ecame identified with the gospel, with the word of life, with the book of 
thp’ becoming identified therewith, that is the proof,—and that is all 

e proof we can have on this side the grave,—that the names of such 
are written in the book of life, that is, in the gospel. So that 

be f°und in any one of the books we named last Lord s day 
ig> a d" 5 they be found only in tbat book where tbe Saviour s name 
with? that is in the gospel. And then, again, this identification 
all otK S°Spel di8criminates and distinguishes the people of God from 
that 01? pe°ple- And you will at once see’ als0’that the lan8uag° shows 
M ana?elernal de8tiny ia entirely, by the mercy of God, independent of 
that is th from ali human merit, all creature goodness or badness. And 
k°ok Of pj^^g-point, that “ whosoever was not found written in the 
to everv /'" Aad you may apply this text,—this part of it, at least,— 

voi of the Bible, and it will stand good. For instance,
‘ ]88.
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■ not found written in the love of God, ia cast • 
whosoever is not un written in eternal election, i8 U
of fire; whosoever m no &und in n^8 c . hi
lakeoffire, w °s®e Christ, is cast into the

not foSd wii the range of mediation, is c“t «I’ 
S; whosoever is not found m regeneration^ not regea™^UJ 
born of God, and hath not the Spirit of Goc, WL be cast into the iJt^t 
fire • whosoever is not found in the covenant, the new covenant If 6 
X’ covenant embodies everything of a gospel kind, shall be 
lake of fire. Thus we see how this language will apply to every 
of the gospel; all showing that, the book of lifemeans the gospV > 
of the lake of fire, and the endless duration of future.punisUent, 
sav this morning a mere nothing. There is something very solemn11 
veL fearful in the idea of the endless duration of future punishi^ 
shall, therefore, not touch this morning upon that solemn, and, I 1 
awful subject; though I do feel a desire to give, at some future tim^' 
sermon upon the same. . ’a

Our subject this morning, then, is that of the book of life; and in tf. 
book of life, or concerning this book of life, I shall notice three tiling 
First, that it is vital; second, that it is exemptional; and third, that iti. 
admissional. These are not all the characters in the book of life, 
these are the three that will embody what I want to say this morning.

First, then, that it is vital; hence here called the book of fife. And if 
our names be written in this book of life, then the law of life is written 
vitally in our souls. And this is the first thing I have this morning to 
attend to. Let us hear what the Lord saith in the 31st of Jeremiah:- 
“ I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and 
will be their God, and they shall be my people.” And then, a little 
further on, “I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more.” Now, the law which he puts into their hearts, is the law of 
life ; that kind of life by which they love God; for that is the fulfilling of 
the law and the prophets, is love, by which they love God with all their 
hearts, with all their minds, with all their strength; and by which they 
have, of course, in this love to God, a love sincere to the brethren. Now, 
to prove that I am right in this, it says there, “I will forgive their 
iniquity, and their sin will I remember no more.” This is a gospel new- 
covenant matter. Now, let a sinner be convinced of his iniquity, let him 
be convinced of his sin, his sinful state by nature, and then let him he 
led into the great secret that by Jesus Christ this iniquity is freely and 
eternally forgiven; and that by Jesus Christ, this sin, past, present,and 
to come, is forgotten, to be remembered no more for ever, never agam10 
be remembered; you may look forward to all the circumstances of tn» 
with a full assurance that your God here in Christ Jesus is bgbMD d 
him is no darkness at all. Your sins are a cloud; but he hath b 
SV?? 1°” ™8.’ “d “ a «loud. your transgress!"» , 
Christ becomes the morning without clouds Here is vitality, 
Slltio^ God is t0 be endeared to his pe°Ple hi(

stands to tbem. He is not to be endeared] d 
to h£eo^ and as a God of wrath, but he is 1to be e^ 9
legal relation tn 1 • re .atlons which he bears to them.
him and them th1^’ * aw Nation to him, where there would be> 
puT them £ T aud his .wratb ’ could not be 
you get into tbp ^.1S faith relation to him in Christ 

Tet the was when
saith upon this vital forgiven. Let us hear what t gOlll^t
th? gospel, because f?tatt.er’.this experience, this identifying.^.
W■ o?life The name evidently written in
ibis beautiful theifteV+t Sloned in this vital matter; he de tjj9t su 

heme of entire abolition of sin and wrath,
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Te ““““v dedared to £ X a° for Met 

3® md read of all men; that is, all men eP“tle8of Christ 
‘“"Natural m“ cannot r,ead the spiritual man are spiritual men 

™“^.-™d they Xpre^ “at”a' ™n may 
"tton him up pretty nicely,-and they may S to d« it, 
•”dSly, and wheuAey can. get a chance to eet » S’,.'??*™! man 
fftt will gratify their enmity, they are not b^ward 
i>P,'e the natural man, then, can read the spiritual d But 
1nr yet he cannot read him spiritually. They u.“an moIjlly and 
»*S&e; they know nought of his living “■

nought of those heart-melting sweet, and precious seasons Seen tS 
^lis brought into the embraces of endless love, and feels its in^tta 
a covenant ordered in all things and sure. m

They cannot read us here, and, therefore, cannot reckon us up. So that 
when the apostle saith, ‘Ye are declared to he the epistles of Christ, 
tnown and read of all men, he means of spiritual men ; for the spiritual 
man discerneth all things, yet he himself is judged, or discerned, as 
it should be, of no man. The world knoweth us not; it knew him not, 
and it knoweth us not. Some of you may shake your empty and 
conceited heads, and think you can read us spiritually, but we know you 
can’t; you think you can, but we know you can’t; for we have been just 
where you are, but you have never been where we now are. So that, 
after aU, there is a hidden secret in the Christian, that, however much the 
mere natural man may read about the sentiments of that man, there is a 
hidden mystery in his experience that none can know but he that receiveth 
it. There is the white stone of dignity, the sweet and blessed assurance of 
the truth of God, and the preciousness of it; with the new name, denoting 
the Christian’s new state,—for he is a new creature,—that no one knowe i 
saving he that receiveth it. Therefore, the “ all men” means all spmtu 
men. “Written not with ink no, the devil would soon alter the letters 
lf it were, depend upon it, and make it then read very much against. us;

therefore, thank God for that; it is not written with m , P 
ables of stone ; we should have Moses upon us if it on
.^gnation of a fiery law; but written by the Spirit o . g

J^hly tables of the heart. There it is; ^Z^U^sUds; 
i Ae truths are graven upon the soul. Now, mar L gufpcient to 
thinVC^reS 0Ur helplessness iQ the8e matters “We are.not £ ®n 
t'nk any thing.” Not sufficient to think? ^iXv is of God, who 
Uth^ wib do us any real good; but our su « ministers, 
M able ministers.” Let us take a joes not always
mean^ word “servants.” The word . g means a serva?/ 

but the word covenant.” That is, an able
made us able servants of the ne first, he aiders

M. aw°‘>8 0“ that has three or four good <1^ it. and,
»O!- second, he likes it; third, he . 8erw»M“‘“.

v Now> that is a“ ab'tp«ra mistake,—not ? “h he sticks 
M onAu8 b18 work well, never makeS. one that likes it, gervant. 
!(°it; a8? likes it that he sticks to i , that is a ? i the new 
be hat« be ]8 upright and honest in i • testament ;tha., tbat 

.i°Venant • able servants of the understanding of an
• ^8 is 18’ be bas blessed us w1 enant, buttbe promi^?’ 
s ^Hible « ^be Mediator of a fallible established on ^re m this 

that+?ovenant, the better covenan , law of lov > rpbree, and 
^ord makes us love it. J love the eternalport, 

ft cWe7 l?ve God; in this book of Me w the w* °galxg 
Xltavel^ all our souls. n^imes when you tty well 

1 through my soul ^%ugh you 81 g
you hate sung them so w^

I
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. .mps vou make rather a bungle of it. .,
sometimes, and some g ^eetly> 6 w
- Wed

thi81 or^

words are, s^ll the deaf hear the words of the book^and
^of &blM »U »« out of obscurity and out of darfaV * 

how true that is! When God throws the rays of this new covenant 
sinner’s mind, he lifts up his eyes; he says, What a scene is here! X‘ 
glory is here! oh, what attractions are here! Farewell, formality! ft* 
free-will} farewell, duty-faith; farewell,creature doings; nowffiy8M1'“' 
brought to the high mountains of Israel, set free horn all human trammels 
and shall range in this everlasting covenant; it is m the glass of thia 
gospel that I behold the glory of the Lord, and am changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, by the Spirit of our God. Oh, my hearer, did 
the rays of this covenant ever fall upon your mind? Why, you know 
you can see the sun only in its own light, and you can see the covenant 
of grace only in its own light; you can see Christ Jesus only in his own 
light. The rays of his glory coming from this covenant into your mind 
will awaken in that mind affection and admiration,—sure to warm the 
heart. Again, 29th of Isaiah; now comes the secret; “For the terrible 
one is brought to noughtmark, “ the terrible one is brought to nought,” 
not 63/ us, but for us, “ and the scorner is consumed.” Ah, thou scorner, 
thy scorning will last but for a little moment, and thou shalt wither as the 
green herb, and soon be cut down. And he who stands upon this 
new covenant ground, and has been so cut down by conviction as 
to be reconciled to God, shall be cut down, plucked up, no more for 
ever. “And all that watch for iniquity are cutoff;” mark that! The 
world in all ages has watched for something against the people of M 
especially the ministers of God. And so they sought to catch something 
out of the Saviour’s mouth, that they might accuse him ; they set as it 
were a print upon every step he took, in order that, if possible, they nJ 
have something against him. But then, all these are cut off. “ 
make a man an offender for a word,”—for the word of life> ?, 
lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate,” and turn aside the ] 
r? aJhlDg ?fnought.” Now we see this. If we are one with the book

there will be not only the love I have spoken of, not only shahj,. 
able to serve God in the new covenant, but here will be this iUj®J( 
and LTf Christ hath doue, that he hatk

aU territories of hell, to nought. And now
then iov in Jhe meek also shall,” by what the Lord hath done, ,,^1 
rejoice^ m ^°ri; and the P00r among men,” mark that, f , 
qneXs± IsraeL” Now "then, I will ask
to see, andfeel^i thls Part of the subject. First, are
could blot out sin1 the Mediator of the new co revea'e •
to us as to endear rememb rance thereof: and is divinWj
the revelation t0 us ? For that is the test of the
speculative notio^k.V^^ may fill the head with g j 
discovery by the Sn' '+ dJ;vme teaching reaches the heart, , Jo 
understand th^ God endea^ God himself.
We cleave to i* S does that also endear
enabling us, we would p ^tter of conscience with 
0Qe particle of this new' 7 follow the martyrs of old rather ? 0 

’ new co™nant, or in any way comprom'« “
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Sought t0 n01^’ and that salvatm^11^ aQd all his •

are we feel our poverty of soul? pand safety are of fourin the Holy One of Israel tha Jor * * the poor ±Lord?
^1, the Holy One of Israel fo“u°h™‘’ ’ho is thelXf

’ J to us; he is our sanctification, and bv v ’ nd tKe Holv Ono nf 
Kr Novf *

I would rather say—if yOU are b™L& • ?n’ Christian,—mv 
Sr name is in the book of life, as ia ev^encS bv8^’ thea 
& written in your soul; you are made one with £ y he8e truths 
Second, this book is not only vital but also eZ^al It u &

Cd’ but what care I for that ? I

spheric and cloudy heavens and perhaps the moon, will pass away “l 
Ad cm U0T that? I have a new heaven and a new earth, wteS 
dweBeth righteousness. This life is dwindling to a span; but ihat ™e 
I for that? I have a better life. The earthly house of my tabernacle 
must soon come down; but what care I for that? I have a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. And what, after all, are all the 
circumstances of human life but as so many shadows ? There is a good 
old Hu'ntingdonian, eighty-four years old, said to me on Friday afternoon, 
“Ah,” he says, pushing his hands out like that; “what is it all? It is
all vanity, all vanity.” I said, “ How are you for eternity ? ” “ Oh, I
am right there. I am happy there. I know I am right there. Yes;
Jesus is precious; the way is clear; and all I am waiting now for is
the Lord to say to me, Come up hither.” “ Then you have no fear of 
death?” “Not the slightest; not the slightest.” Dear old saint!— 
eighty-four!—I thought to myself, if I should live to that age! Whether I 
do or not, if I can die as happy as that, I shall do. He was not a man like 
some of the Huntingdonians, who are so only in name, that are gone now 
over to duty-faith and other false systems, but he is a man who sacredly 
abides by the truth as it is in J^us. “ Mark the perfect man -the man 
that is perfect in Christ; “ and behold the upright”—upright to that 
perfection he has in Christ; “ the end of that man is peace, ihen, my 
bearer, the book of life is exemptional-exemptmg us from the wor 
destruction, exempting us from the wrath to come, or, • 
destruction—as we observed last Lord’s day morning,_ as Q.ze. they 
Epistle of Peter—and the destruction of ungodly me bedestroyed never, 
oth take place at the same time; but the sain s s their lifej

TW life is hid with Christ in God; and when Christ who hoot 
ft War, then shall they also appear withi hun^g the f of

exempts from the wrath to come, so Kevelation there is the 
In the 13th chapter of this »ame Book ri t„ oppose

n-homed beast—that is, the various Sata_ A saints, and overcoming 
u truth and people of God-making war with them overcome;

“d they were, as to their morta ^^iow. Who is able to 
would rejoice to see us intha p power?—didntli e „

£c WM With this great beast, with this g » l?who is able to make
a beast, of course, dear pious ij} so public

p?5 are you not going to agree with dontyoukn
dead ri ^e going all one ° against it. t«whose

with the tide, and ^ing tbese human system , b
hSl^wild b<^t, all m
’lain V~‘h®re it is—“ are not wn „ ;3 the see that has
hegg^.bEe foundation of the wo • sacrificial eS were 

““W- Krstl S I fear? Seconio“rofthe world.

u m ting covenant, in tins r
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Here, therefore, is' a 7°7 1 ^Ug
his igggftKB “ a »S 

blood, and °^cr^r t their lives unto the deajh. It exempts us f^ ^e'r 
t-ti^ be harsh in speaking of
fear of man. i a» “ without some conclusion very detrJ. ter»

I w51 «V “» ‘bingmore concerning it wd thy ? Wt 

wiB w I to S?berIy ; J WT T °“e ‘hmB-that > I 
Iciwot understand now they can do so, I will say one thing, ..0* 
soul, come not thou into their secret, unto their assembly; mme hono^ 
be not thou united.” I will say that as a dying man. My hearer, if the 
gospel be worth anything, it is worth everything. Let us hold it as a 
fable, a jest, and then we shall turn, and twist, and trifle, like players in a 
theatre; but if we hold it, as we do, the sure word of the eternal God 
which is to be the test of our ultimate destiny, let us treat it as such, and may 
we never, never dare to compromise that truth, that gospel, with which 
we are thus entrusted, knowing that, while we shall be hated of all men 
for the truth’s sake, he that endures that hatred unto the end, the same shall 
be saved. Thus, then, if our identification with this book of life be real, 
it will exempt us from the fear of man. I do not say that we may not. at 
times, feel our weakness. I do not say that we may not, at times, like 
Peter, be almost led to deny the Lord; but we shall not settle doyvn in 
that denial; nor could he settle down in that denial—he was unhappy in 
it. A ray of unaltered love from a Saviour’s countenance melted his 
heart, and he went out and wept bitterly. Jesus loved him still. Peter’s 
fall wrought no fall in the Saviour’s love. Peter’s alteration wrought no 
alteration in the Saviour’s loving heart. He looked upon him. Ah! poor 
Peter. Are you the man that a few hours ago said, “ If all deny thee, 1 will 
not” ? yet you are the first to do it. But I love you still—I love you still. 
Peter did not settle down in that denial. So, then, these exceptions rather 
prove the rule than not. And all shall worship that power that carries the 
sway among men, except those whose names are written in the book oi life > 
they shall know better, and they shall do better, and be better, and shall 
stand out, even in the stormiest times ; with the Lord on their side, they 
are in safety. Third, it is exemptional also from delusion; canno 
deceive these people. If I were a duty-faith man, oi* a free-wilier, ho^ , 

grind my teeth at that scripture. I should almost swear somebody 
pt it there without the Lord’s authority. When I was among the 
t?it T W.fc,fre U8ed t0 Puzzfo me. I used to look at it, and 
for that d Wb at be®ause 1 had not been taught enmity 'S. 

what is that? W, “ If it were j 
iXdStthe elect” The impossibility of being dee 

but tbe.clect 1 ^k you free-willed 
for you to be i v not 8a*d 80 y°u—not sald 19 1 Hn’t yoU
like to be one of8^’ Ah! these elect. Well, would* rf 
One; but if you are We . thmk I should. Well, perhaps y .. 
light will come into’ Fb^ ?r ®Judice will drop ; your darkness wd J wjll 
come into reconXi^^^ lo^ where the/e is enmity, and y^

Now, in the 17th ?h the truth as it is in Jesus. ,, .min •
8th verse of the 13th ° dtevelation, 8th verse—8th ven* of 
nian; and here, in the £ur’ ^Ou 8ee’ where they overcome crCon’e 

“ great“L™’.’ ’f the mh
this system, all shall^wnnriOr^a?lzed system, and all shall uo jonP' 

al1 Wonder> that is, admire; they “»H shall a*



THE BOOK OP LIfE.
239

£ ^'dW the people’s names are ftX & foundation of 
& "4 Zd all ahaU wonder. What nuXs * e T Of 
the ff and other systems so respectable that it is almost .I d“lre 
^’to Veak agaiMt “T ^7’ bem Mid ‘0 me fatK 

dare you speak against such and such a svst™ PI® o! Oh, poor little moth; poor little maggot; poi little

, j __ • „ 1~» z^c« TlGmoa wnun — ^4- । i • « a question ?“all shall admire whose names were not written in the book of life 
from.the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was 
,nd is not, and yet is. I here, say you, who can understand that? 

some learned men have given us some very good historical ideas 
upon that difficult scripture. I must not occupy time in describing to 
Vou what the learned say about it, because it is only human learning, and 
only heathen history, after all. I take the beast there to mean the whole 
body of the powers of darkness. “ Which was, and is not.” How is 
that? Thus, the beast, the wild beast, the embodiment of Satan and all 
bis powers, was in universal dominion ; he had the whole human race 
under his power; all were deluded, all had gone astray. That is the 
beast that was. But now that Christ has died, he is not universal; Satan 
is not now universal in his dominion, for the elect of God come out from 
under his dominion. And therefore, while he was in the universality of 
his power, he is not at all now over the people of God—that is, not those 
that know the truth. Thus the beast that was, and is not. Bring it 
home to personal experience. These powers of darkness once governed 
you; it was the beast that was ; but now he is not, not with you. Why 
not? Because you are brought out from under his power; you are 
brought to God. So it is the beast that was, and is not, and yet is over 
others—over others, not over you ; you die no more, you are deluded no 
more, you go back to Egypt no more. As the body is raised from the 
dead at the last great day, immortal, to return to the dust no more ; so

is regenerated now, to go back to unregeneracy no more. Thus 
ne beast in relation to you personally was ; now he is not; yet he is over 

o ers. That is the way the Christian explains it. Well, say some, you 
eem to make so much use of experience. Of course we do. And do not 

jT^u m the world, Mr. Sharper, do so too ? When you make a blunder, and 
Wb f Pen?y>~~I)ear me, what a fool I was ! I shall be wiser next time. 
Us8V8 • but making use of experience? Well, if you are to make 
of ex exPerience to get a penny temporarily, surely we are to make use 

to &et a penny spiritually. What is our experience for? 
e*PeriPn US by nature are in these things fools, and nothing but divine 
adini,pn5e cau make us wise. So, then, the saints of God shall not 
otyeetnfsba^ nofc admire those systems. No; they have but one 
may „ admiration, and when they have done admiring him, then they 
S dadmire others; when they find nothing- more to admire in him, 
chiefe8t { and admire others. But, no ; their language is, He is the 
a?d th sTng ten thousand, and altogether lovelv. This is my beloved, 
W hl ®y friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.” Thus, then here is 
X’.OT “ victory over the fear of man, victory over the delusions 
datable Hat We shan *ot admire error, or erroneous systems, however 
SM J.^y may appear before men, or however much they may be 
at k8’ How wiU admire Jesus Christ; we will say of hi® taber 

last^rable they are I we will admire him; and he shall come 
life 1 Wlv^ to be admired in all them that believe. t । 
tin iMear L 8 thls book of life is vital, identifying us thus with e 
th ^^^“ely a covenant God ; as this book °f

of Us from, the wrath to come, and giving us the^victory o 
and the delusions of man, for whatever war they make



the book of life.
240 .

. x Xi Tamh the Lamb shall overcome them, for he is „ against thes Lam , t are with him arc Lora of y
and King Called and chosen CaBing i?^^
becausewith us calling is first. With God election is first, but

is first; he first calls us; then comes the manifestation of X 
« cK and chosen, and faithful.” . Why, it is the elect that are f& 
you see; you see, here they are again. Now, perhaps I am speaki^J’ 
some who do not like the word election. It is because you do 
know your need of it, and do not understand it. But do not y0118e° 
now, how well they are spoken of in the Bible, that they are called S 
chosen? Ah, I do not like these chosen people. Well, but the 
says they are faithful; look at that, v\ ell, but I do not like them 
Well, but the Lord does. Now you go home, and if you cannot before 
dinner, do after dinner, just retire, and kneel down, and tell the Lord you 
do not like that chosen people. Well, say you, I could not do that 
Why not? If you were honest, you could. Well, I should not like to 
dothat. Well, I am glad you have a little feeling somewhere.

But now I have come to the admissional. I must just give a hint 
on that, and that is all I can do. This book of life is admissional. If I 
am identified thus with the gospel, if I am an able servant of the new 
covenant, if I overcome the fear of man, if I am delivered from delusion, 
and am thus called, and chosen, and faithful, then I shall be admitted 
into this city. “ There shall in no wise enter into it anything that 
defileth; and we can enter there without defilement only by that per
fection that is in Christ; “ nor worketh abominationand we can enter 
free from abomination only by the same thing, the completeness that is 
in Christ; “or maketh a lie;” and we can enter there only by the truth; 
“ but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”

Thus, then, my hearer, men may trifle with their own souls, and trifle 
with God’s truth: but there stands the law of Zion; and if that law be 
not in my soul, and I am not brought into identification and oneness witn 
that law, where God is I never can come. If, on the other hand, 1 
made one with it, then nothing can shut me out of the city ; I am const- 
tuted a citizen, registered in heaven, and there to dwell, and that for ever-
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