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the previous part, that Christians byfaith m him are partakers of the excels . 
spirit which these verses evidently embody; and then, lastly, Our present and i\ 
complete remedy for all our deficiencies. Wal

I. I notice then first, in order to shew the necessity of Christ being the fn 
runner. What our state by Nature is; and we shall then shew the wav * 
which the apostle deals with this our state by nature, which is given as v 
are aware at large, and there is no exception allowed to it, in the 3rd 3 
Romans. The apostle begins there with a sweeping declaration that ‘ the? 
is none righteous, no, not one.’ Then if there be none righteous there is no 
one that can by any personal right enter the kingdom of heaven, for the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven. But I will not en­
cumber the description with remarks, I will set the representation before yon 
and leave you to judge whether you can truly take home the description to’ 
yourselves; whether you can stand before God, and lay your hand upon your 
heart, and say, 0 Lord, I see and I feel that I am in my heart, in my own 
nature, all that thy holy word declareth. And if you can do this you will love 
the Lord for admitting in his word that you are what you feel you are, for 
if you are brought to feel what a poor creature you are, and the word nowhere 
admitting that we are by nature just that which we feel, then you would 
indeed think that your case was hopeless, but when you come to the Lord’s 
word you learn that however deep your convictions may be you cannot be 
worse than the Lord himself says you are. Now ‘ there is none righteous, no, 
not one; there is none that understandeth.’ Just so it is by nature, for here 
the apostle is speaking of us under sin and under the law; there is none that 
understandeth, so while in a state of nature we do not understand what 
vital godliness is, we do not understand what being born of God is, we 
do not understand what salvation is. And ‘there is none that seeketh 
after God,’ so by nature though we may become religious, yet we are 
not true seekers after God. ‘They are all gone out of the way;’ gone 
out of the way by their fall in Adam ; there we apostatized and went out of 
the way ; ‘ they are together become unprofitable ; so that you cannot do, 
spiritually speaking, anything acceptable to God, they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God. ‘ There is none that doeth good, no, not one ;’ just now 
it was ‘ there is none righteous, no, not one,’ now it is, ‘ there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one;’ that is, spiritually so, when the law of God is taken 
in its proper force, its proper spiritual, pure, and perfect meaning. ‘ Their 
throat is an open sepulchre,’ the receptacle of everything that is deadly;‘with 
their tongues they have used deceit.’

Art thou convinced of this, my hearer, that thou hast received into thy 
mind falsehood after falsehood, deadly thing after deadly thing; and that thou 
hast, at least in relation to eternal things, used deceit, though at the same time 
you knew it not. ‘ The poison of asps is under their lips;’ so ° 
spread their sentiments abroad; I mean those that know not God, they difius 
poison abroad; the profane man diffuses poison abroad, and all erroneous m 
diffuse abroad their poisonous doctrines. ‘ 0 foolish Galatians, who a 
bewitched youmight, as I have often reminded you, with equal pr.°P^ej,g 
rendered, ‘ Who hath poisoned you ?’ poisoned your minds against 
truth. ‘ Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness here is they m 
and enmity against God; ‘ their feet are swift to shed bloodthat is ’, 
there is a deadly enmity in the mind against the Lord Jesus v r ’ 
destruction and misery are in their ways; there is no fear of God bean 
eyes.’ Now you may take up those items one after the other, and it, J
overruling providence, you have been kept from the practice of those; tn 5^ 
remember you have them all in your heart; it is a description of wha y 
nature is. Men will pretty readily confess that they are sinners outwardly, 
there are but few tnat seem led into the imageries of their own hearts.
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: Ah, how the soul closes in with that; lingering, f sa 
.oes upon it; ‘to declare, I say, at this time,’at this time of

from them by what the Father is, and thus he comes into the liberty of tn 
ffosnel. ‘ To declare his righteousness for the remission (of sins that Ue 
nassed", through the forbearance of Godso that the Lord, instead of cuU^ 
us down for these sins, loved us notwithstanding all. _ ln§

Now then, my hearer, this will serve as a kind of introduction to Q 
text. You see there our state by nature, and you see how the apostle deaf 
with it; ah, what a sweet gospel is the gospel of our dear God and Father8 
‘justified freely by his grace.’ AU those charges rolling in upon us,^ 
thunder after thunder, lightning after lightning, curse after curse, threaten 
ing after threatening; presently in comes the still small voice, ‘justified 
freely by his grace.’ Ah, how the soul closes in with that; lingering, I say 
the apostle does upon it; ‘to declare, I say, at this time,’at this time of 
sinfulness, at this time of our sad condition, at this time of our ruined con­
dition, ‘ his righteousness for the remission of sins:’ that is the way he 
settles the matter.

Now let us see what we can do with these verses in connection with onr 
text. And the reason I have made these remarks is to shew we must take 
Jesus Christ as our forerunner. We can do nothing in the scriptures with­
out him; we can do nothing in the law without him, we can do nothing 
in the gospel without him; and if we have him, then we have everything. 
Now the Saviour says, ‘ Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets—I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, 
till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in nowise pass from the 
law, till all be fulfilled.’ What a tremendous declaration is that, whether
thou seest the force of it or not. Take it iu connection with that description 
given in the 3rd of Romans, not one jot nor tittle of the ten commandments, 
must be spiritually understood, coming into the heart;—shall pass„away| till 
all be fulfilled. Take away Jesus Christ in what he has done, I know how 
the law must be fulfilled in us, it must be fulfilled in us by our living under 
wrath while we live here; it must be fulfilled in us by our dying under 
wrath and in our sins when we die; it must be fulfilled in us by our being
called to the great tribunal in all the chains of our sins, our countenances 
bearing testimon' 
cursed, into ever]

y against us; it must be fulfilled in us with, ‘ Depart ye 
rlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.’ Now 

these are not mere hearsay things, these are matters that concern us;now, 
that concern us every day, that concern us to all eternity. Let us then go 
on and see what is to be done with these solemn matters. ‘ Whosoever 
therefore shall break one of these least commandments, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them, the 
same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.’ Ah, how sweet the 
truth that Jesus Christ lived not for himself, he lived for us; he died not for 
himself, but for others; he was not cut off for himself, but for sinners; e 
died for sin, and died for sinners. Now he never did break the least com­
mandment, but he did keep the commandments, and he magnified the law , 
the very essence of those commandments being, as the Saviour him8e“ 6 
plains, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, with al X 
mind .with all thy strength, with all thy soul, and thy neighbour aS .Wlpn 
And the Lord Jesus Christ did this, and he is great in the kingdom of

• m * 8ay u^° you, That except your righteousness shall excee 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter mt 
kingdom of heaven.’ Now go back again to the 3rd of Romans, and 1° n 
your state by nature, and how is it possible that your righteousnes

°?the Scribes and Pharisees? It cann°\5yflesh, 
J* ?ca!} .Their righteousness was the righteousness of the fl 
and that is all the righteousness you have; their righteousness was m J. 
unrighteousness, their holiness stank in the nostrils of the Most ^ighi
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Christ’S righteousness, and thus by receiving his ®dI receive 
Father becomes an object that I love with all mv h gnteciusues8 God the 
Christ is revealed to me here putting away my s?/ SOul; and
the law, I love him with all my heart and Ky ”0^. “e {™ 
love thee.’ Here I love the'’Holy Spirit wK ’ ±" kjT? th“J 
people of God as myself, as far as they stand manifesto bHis peopl °'n‘ow 
here then I keep the law, fulfilled for me; so that the fife I now live i brX 
faith of the Son of God. Christ received the law a broken law, he left it an 
established law; I receive his righteousness, and in receiving him as the end 
of the law I cannot break one of the least commandments • and therefore I 
shall never be called little in the kingdom of heaven, I shall always be as great 
there as the atonement of Christ can make me; I shall always be as great 
there as the righteousness of Christ can make me; I shall always be as great 
there as the order of salvation can make me; I shall always be as great there 
as shall answer to God’s great decree, that he hath predestinated us to be con­
formed to the image of his Son. And that man that is washed in a Saviour’s 
blood, and clothed in his righteousness, and stands in God’s order of things, 
that is the man that keeps the commandments in the spirit of them, as saith 
the apostle in the 8th of Romans, but he does not say that until he has tat 
brought in Christ Jesus; ‘ There is therefore now ,n° c<?^
that are in Christ Jesus? and those that are thusm Christ.Jesusw^m that 
new life they have, which the apostle calls, waIking Reconciliation
Jbe carnal mind is enmity against God ; but these ,the right-
to God in Christ Jesus. Now mark the ap°®tleh fu]fiUing of the law, might 
eousness of the law,’ meaning love, for: love 16 ffcer th°e Spirit,’ or in this 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the e , understan m
Conciliation to God in Christ Jesus the, Lord.g he >a3 honoured and
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never mind, every minister has his favourite scripture, and that is a favour;, 
one of mine among many others ; ‘The Lord hath sworn,, and will not repeat 
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedec. This is the God f 
adore, this is the God I love, and that love I have to this God in this order 
things is my evidential righteousness. ‘Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath Dr/ 
pared for them that love him? The Pharisee has not that : the Pharisee k 
wrong upon that score ; this is just what he hates, this is just what a poor 
sinner loves. Second, I have a better equitable righteousness than the 
Pharisee. I receive Christ’s righteousness, I receive his righteousness as the 
wedding garment. And we may get into the church militant without a 
wedding garment, but we cannot get into the church triumphant without the 
wedding garment of Christ’s righteousness. Now in receiving that righteous­
ness, I am sure I have a better righteousness than the Scribes and Pharisees 
just as superior to theirs as Christ is superior to the mere creature, as he was 
as man superior to the sinner, and as much superior to the creature as God is 
above the creature. Third, I have a practical righteousness that exceeds the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees. My practical righteousness con- 
sisteth in standing out for God’s truth, in standing out a consecrated contrast 
both from the profane, and from the mere professing world, for God’s truth. 
Very few will give us credit for doing so, they will call us bigots, and all sorts 
of names; never mind, God help us to care nothing for that, but to care for a 
good conscience and the approbation of our God: and if the Lord Jesus Christ 
shall say to us, ‘ye are they that have continued with me,’ never mind what 
men may say, and if he shall say to my soul presently, when I resign my min­
isterial office, and lay my head on my dying pillow; if I can hear his voice 
speaking to me there, ‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant, thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord;’ one smile from his sunlight countenance will 
more than repay for all the malice and hatred that men may heap upon me. 
Ah, there is nothing like the approbation of the blessed God.

Fourth, our ascriptive righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees. It is a poor glory that you free-willers give to God, very poor. 
You go home and say, God is my Father, but he would not have been my 
Father if I had not done my part. Very nice that, certainly. Jesus Christ is 
my Saviour, but he would not have been so if I had not done my part. The 
Holy Spirit is my Teacher; he offered to begin the work, but he would not if 
I had not let him; and when it was begun, he would not have carried it on if 
I had not let him. That’s the glory you have to give to God, is it? Well 
now, search the scriptures, and see if you can find any of the saints of God 
ascribing such glory as that to God. No, my hearer. Why, even the Jews 
acknowledged that their national distinction originated in God’s choice; 
‘ God chose our fathers;’ and if their national distinction arose in the 
sovereign choice of God, how much more does that eternal distinction that 
exists between the saved and the lost originate in the sovereignty of God. 
Ah then, the people of God have more glory to ascribe to him than any other

e* * Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, 

as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world; 
the Pharisee cannot join in that. ‘ Thou art worthy to take the book, for 
thou hast redeemed us to God;’ thy blood has done it all, brought us to God, 
and here we are. The Pharisee cannot say that. And of the Holy Spirit, 

Me taketh up the isles as a very little thing;’ ‘ he began the good work, and 
Will carry it on to the day of Jesus Christ.’ Thus, then, the Christian has an 
evidential righteousness, an equitable righteousness, a practical righteousness, 

ascriptive righteousness, that exceeds the righteousness of the Scribes and
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bright have been angry with his brethren, b”he

round about upon his enemies wuh anger.-now mark what I S 
eajr,—but he looked on his disciples and said,' Blessed are the poor i£ Jit 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn, for they’ 
shall be comforted. Blessed are they which do hunger after righteousness 
for they shall be filled.’ He looked on his disciples with love. He angry 
with his brethren ? No. And though Peter, with awful oaths, denied that 
he knew the Saviour, even that could not make Jesus angry with Peter.
1 Simon, lovest thou me ?’ I love you, Peter, if you don’t me. Well, Lord, 
Ido; ‘thou knowest all things, thou knowest that I love thee.’ So that I 
am obliged to flee to Christ for shelter to get away from that charge as well. 
But having Christ as my substitute, I also have him as the great example 
whom I do wish to follow, and to pray that that spirit which was in him of 
love to his brethren may also abound in me, that I may love the brethren also, 
that I may be willing to do anything, and everything, to serve them.

Again, ‘ Whosoever shall say to his brother, Baca, shall be m danger o 
the council.’ Some have thought that these respective classes^havereference 
to differently constituted courts'among the Jews; per aps1 
we have no'account of them in the Bib e; and as «
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Persons chosen by proper authority to c°?sucouncil. and the man that 
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I am no better now thdn while in a state of nature ; and if God had not e;v 
me counteracting grace, I should have been now just what I was then. g1} 
it is my delight that I have a Surety to stand before me here; and that if r 
have been sometimes a sinner in this respect, I desire not to bold in contem t 
a child of God, one that loves the Lord Jesus Christ:—it is my deiight that 
Christ was infinitely free from this, and that by him our fault in this depart 
ment also is covered.

Again, ‘ Whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire ’ 
Now you would naturally say, if such a person be a non-elect vessel he i'3 
sure to be lost, and therefore it cannot be said of him that he is in danger of 
hell fire, because he is sure to go there. The word danger is a qualifying 
clause, you see. And then you, will say, if he is an elect vessel he cannot 
be in any danger of hell, for he cannot go there; and therefore you say, where 
is the propriety of this kind of reasoning ? If he is a non-elect vessel he is 
sure to go to hell—if he is one of God’s elect he cannot go to hell; wherein 
then, is the propriety of the word danger^ The Saviour is not reasoning 
there upon doctrinal grounds, he is reasoning upon characteristic grounds, 
and that gives propriety to the reasoning. Do you call the man that loves 
the truth with all his heart a fool? as a Wesleyan once did me. He said, 
what, do you believe election ? I said, I do. Then he said, you are a fool. 
And do you believe in predestination ? Not in fatalism, sir—I believe that 
God decreed all that was good. Then you are a fool, he said.

Well now, we will suppose a person professing to belong to tbe Lord, and 
yet he calls the man a fool who holds the truth. Why, sir, yours is a danger­
ous state; you seem to have some concern about your soul, and yet you 
call that man a fool because he holds these doctrines; while in that state yon 
are in danger of hell fire, that is evidentially so, your character is such that to 
die in that state would you be saved ? I should question it. What then, you 
would say, is my case hopeless ? No, I do not say that, but if you die in that 
state, calling that free-grace man a fool because he holds the truth in all its 
purity, perfection, and certainty, I should think hell would be your portion. 
Why, you are committing what is called in the Bible the great transgression, 
among men the unpardonable sin; and so you are in danger, sir, of eternal 
condemnation. Ah, but suppose the remark I make should fall into his mind, 
and he should say, I see I have sinned, I see I have done wrong. Ah, now 
you are another man. But if I have committed that sin, what is to be done? 
Ah, Jesus Christ never called his brethren fools, not in that way, he calls them 
fools in kindness and sympathy, when he said, ‘ 0 fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spokenbtft he never called them fools in 
the other way. So then you had better plead guilty to all these charges, and 
flee to the Saviour as the way of escape from them, and pray the Lord to give 
you more and more of the spirit of him who did no sin, neither was guile found 
in his mouth; for the more we have of him the nearer we are brought to the 
spirit, letter, and order of his eternal truth. I hope I am understood. 
Another item yet. Well now, you are angry with your brother without a 
cause, you are holding him in contempt, and you are calling him a fool because 
he loves the truth; and yet you are going to pray to God, and you are 
to give something to his cause. Well now, ‘ If thou rememberest that thy 
brother hath ought against thee, ‘ go thy way, first be reconciled to thy 
brotherfor unless your prayers and gifts come up in a spirit of reconciliation 
to God’s truth and to God’s people as his people, your service is not acceptable. 
Now let us see how easily this answers with the Saviour. Could he remem er 
that any of his brethren had ought against him ? No, he could not, he could 
not remember that any of his brethren had ought against, but he could re­
member it was not possible for them to have ought against him.
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