








32 GOSPEL TPATIENCE.

upon that scripture in the fifth of the Romans, and look up to a heart-searching
God, and say, O God, I am brought to feel that I have no strength of my own
- to help myself; thy holy law is a fiery and indignant law, and I am weak as
water, ang I have no strength, Lord, to do anything but evil; I am a poor
helpless creature, Lord, help me ; Lord, have mercy upon me. Dost thou know
what this is? If thou dost, then thou wilt accept with wnllmgnpss the
trath : ¢ For this is a saying worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ died
when we were without strength.’ And mark, he died for the ungodly. Can
you travel on with this? Can you say, Ah, that is my hope—I am a poor
weak creature, he died for them that are without strength—so that a know-
ledge of my weakness, even that is an evidence that I am one for whom he
died, because it will make me appreciate his death in the freeness of it, dying
for me when I was altogether helpless. We say among men, there are plenty
to help us when we can help ourselves ; but here is One that helped us when
we could not help ourselves, and when no creature in heaven nor on earth
could help us; when we were without strength and ungodly. Canst thou say
that thou seest thyself in this light—that thou feelest thyself to be in this
condition : and that thy soul lays hold in the way of hope of this precious
death of Jesus Christ; this death set over against thy weakness, over against
thine ungodliness. And which, if [ may use an apparently paradoxical ex-
pression, which think you will be the stronger, your weakness or Christ’s
death? A, his death will swallow up your weakness, and make you strong
in the Lord: And which think you will be stronger of the two, your ungodli-
- ness or his godliness? Why, friends, his godliness, his death, will prove
greater than all your ungodliness. And so he hath set Lis death over against
our weakness and over against our ungodliness. And if you understand this
truth, and feel your need of it, you will say, I care not what I suffer, what I
undergo, nor how long I wait, if my hope be but real, and if it be my happy
lot ultimately to realize those blessings that must result to those for whom the
Redeemer died. Then again the apostle would give us to understand that
this is the love of Christ, but not the love of Christ only, but also the love of
the Father. ‘But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us’ God the Father commendeth his love—that
is the way he commends it ; it is put in the present tense; not he commesded
his love, but he commendeth ; he goes on now commending it. So the business
of ministers is to set forth Christ as the gift of the Father; to set forth
Christ as the expression of the Father’s love; and to set forth Christ as the
assurance of the Father’s love. And therefore it is that Christ must answer
to the Father’s love—he must be a great Saviour in order to answer to the
greatness of God's love ; he must be a perfect Saviour in order to answer to
the perfection of that love; he must be a sure Saviour, in order to answer to
the certainty of that love; he must be an eternal Saviour, must save with an
everlasting salvation, in order to answer to the eternity of that love. And so
God commendeth his love. Look at his dear Son seelng us a3 sinners—and
that is as bad a character as man can be under, that of sinnership against
God—yet he commendeth his love. o does not ask us for anything but an
acknowledgment of what we are; he does not ask us for anythi?w but a
testimony on his side, he brings us to say of ourselves what he says of us when
he declarcth, *there is none righteous, no, not one; the imagination of the
heart i3 evil, and that con_tinunﬁy ;' and that the heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked.”” The Lord brings us to say that of ourselves
that he has said of us; so that we shall become bis witnesses in this respect
also, to bear testimony that we are as deoply sunken and ag deeply dyet}l) as
his Lioly Word declares, And then when he has made us his witnesses in this
law sense of the word, to cause us to exalt him in judgment, he will then
make us his witnesscs in the salvation senso of the word, and make us one with
him.  If he declared that salvation is of grace, he will bring us to hear
the same testimony 3 and thus, knowing the value of these things we shall















