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‘ O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, thou art my Lord.’—Psalm xvi. 2.

As King David was in many respects a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, so he 
was. brought by the Spirit of God into such a position as to personate the 
Saviour in the very language which Christ as man should use. Hence we are 
assured in the New Testament that David in this Psalm speaketh not of him
self, but speaketh of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ, there
fore, must be considered in our text as the speaker; and if we want au 
explanation of the character in which he here speaks, the answer is that he 
here speaks as God’s servant, devoted and consecrated to God. And hence 
the command, ‘ behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect in whom my 
soul delighteth ; I have put my spirit upon him ; he shall bring forth judg
ment to the Gentiles:’ or, another Scripture renders it, ‘ He shall bring forth 
victory to the Gentiles.’ And that victory which he brings forth unto the 
Gentiles is a victory over sin, and a victory over the world, and a victory over 
death, and over Satan, and over all the powers of darkness, and finally over all 
tribulation; and this is done simply by his all-atoning blood: ‘ they overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb.’

In our text, we have, then, the Saviour's voio of consecration to God. ‘ 0 
my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, thou art mij Lord.’ Secondly, his 

faithfulness to the vow into which he here enters. And then, thirdly and lastly, 
the faithfulness of God to him who was in his humiliation as well as in his 
exaltation faithful to God.

I notice then, first, here, the sacrificial vow of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
‘ 0 my soul;’ this is expressed with this emphasis in order to remind us of 
the solemnity of his position; ‘ O my soul;’ as though he embodied in this idea 
all that he had to endure ; for the sufferings of Christ are, as you are 
aware, referred to in the after part of this Psalm. And the great object, one 
great object of all the dealings of the Lord with his people is to bring them to 
know their need of this wonderful person, the Lord Jesus Christ. And yet 
the perfection of his obedient life, and the perfection of his atoning death, 
while they are matters that are talked about a good deal in our day, yet they 
do not appear to me to be generally so appreciated as to constitute the Lord 
Jesus Christ all and in all. The grand secret of it all is, my hearer, a want of 
conviction of sin, especially of the sinfulness of our state. That is the great 
point. I must say again what I have said before, that the natural conscience 
and the word are capable, without the-grace of God, and without the Spirit of 
God, and without the life of God in the soul, are capable of convincing any 
man morally of sin, and converting any man morally, there is no question 
about this. And, hence the moral influence of the word of God is extensive. 
But, then, if this be all, there will not be any real appreciating of what the 
Lord Jesus Christ is. That conversion that originates in the grace of God 
leads a man into the chambers of imagery of his own heart: and you will find 
that your vows will all come to be nothing; you will vow to be this, and that, 
and the other; you will begin with the outward, and get that straight; then
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^fPrmined to Ret your heart right, your thoughts right, and ev-mv 
you aie de e resolutions will all come to nothing,
r,g^ ! round* and vou yourself will fall with them, and you will look a I fal1 
t0 whatever is to become of me ? I will tell you what is to beco^ 
a^. here^s the Surety, here is one who hath said, not for himself, 
^inners * 0 my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, thou art my Lord.’ v Or 
X! has thia wonderful Person done? In this vow he especially 
evidently so, to his sacrificial character. Let me just tell yon what be 
We are assured in Isaiah that hrs soul was made an offering or sin. No *; 
l ad no sin ol his own, and yon have nothing but sin to call your 0 M 
are a poor sinful creature, but here lies the remedy; his soul was made’ 
offering for sin. And I must here remind you that the Saviour is someth 
named by one part of his person; but I think m all cases we must understand 
his whole person. Hence, when it is said, He bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree/ we must understand that he as God-Man Mediator did atone fOr 
sin; and when it says that his soul was made an ottering tor sm, we must get 
an explanation from such a scripture as this, that ‘ He was made sin for us? 
and that it means, therefore, his whole person, that he bore our sins, and that 
it pleased the Lord to put him to grief, and that he poured out his soul unto 
death. He entered into this vow to put away our sins; and his vow has in it 
a two-fold aspect: the one is that of putting away sin, and the other is that 
of being surety for the people. • ,

I am sure there is no character of the Saviour that is more highly appre
ciated than this of his being the Surety; when you find that your resolutions 
and vows are all nothing, and then learn that the Lord Jesus Christ hath by 
himself put away sin, that there is an end of it altogether, and that your 
path will be to learn more and more of your need of what he hath done, it is 
this downward experience, it is this knowledge of self, that will endear the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Now did he ever fail in any one thing? No. You and I 
have failed in everything—the Lord Jesus Christ failed in nothing. "We have 
failed in the law sense of the word, for there we are carnal, sold under sin; 
we have in the gospel sense of the word, for we have found out that faith is 
the gift of God, and that every good and perfect gift cometh down from the 
Father of Lights, with whom there is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning: Indeed, my hearer, there is a complete contrast between the Saviour 
and the sinner; we are everything that is bad, and be, on the other hand, is 
everything that is good. Here then he enters into a vow in behalf of those 
whose vows have, all come to nought, in behalf of those who dare not be surety 
for themselves. Ihere is, as you are aware, a great deal said in dur day 
about responsibility: they say, is not man a responsible being? Well, if f 
enter into that question of man’s responsibility in reality, I pass by his respon- 
sibilities as a man among men; I pass by his responsibilities as connected 
with his social relations on earth, as husband, or brother, or child, or servant, 
or master, or whatever position in which he may stand. In all these the 
Christian as well as another man, has his responsibilities. But when 
come to that responsibility that pertains to eternity, then it is quite another 
re8nonSihn-?USt ^f^isb between the two. And if you ask what is ?u 
is snir^^ to eternity, it is simply this. There is a law wM1
XM vnn a aw WhlChas infallible, there is a law which is holy, J ust, 
Thatg sh• i lirl rWUslble t0 God for entire conformity to that law- 
that S and tbat law will bend to no compromise; J.e

‘o bi

say, supposing I cannot render thk Th before tbe fan’, -a ‘Pe* 
part from me ve cursor! i J ben the sentence of the law is, .jS 

me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and h‘s 
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angels.’ That is the responsibility. But when men tell us-and I am sorrv 
I have to occupy a moment of your time in making the remark -but I si? 
when men tell us that we are responsible for our salvation: that God brings 
the gospel, and we are to be damned for not savingly receiving it; when thfv 
tell us this, they thereby hide the great secret of our’real respStmbiKndZ 
the same time they create a responsibility where no legal responsibility exkts • 
and at the same time, while they are doing this, they bring the believer So 
bondage, they delude men. And if ever there was a day of almost universal 
deception, I believe it to be the day m which we live. Now, my hearers let 
us ask ourselves, one and all, have we been brought to see and feel that’ our 
responsibility; before God, is not a gospel responsibility P We are not damned 
for not having saving faith; we are not lost, or cursed, or banished from God’s 
presence for not savingly receiving the gospel, because this is contrary 
altogether to the order of the gospel. The great truth of our state, is simply 
this, that as we sinned in Adam we died in Adam; and our responsibility lies in 
this, that we are accountable to God for a perfect obedience to his law : and 
if we cannot stand before him as perfect as that law is, then I say the sen
tence of it is, ‘ Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.’

Now then, where is the remedy ? for not one jot nor tittle of that law will 
God suffer to fail. Whether God could have put that law aside, and dealt 
with us after some other manner, is not for us to say. Men are very fond of say
ing what God could do, and could not do, making out God to be a mere statue, 
—nothing better. I declare that some people worship a God that they say 
could do this, and could not do that; could and could not, could and could 
not; so much of it that it presents the blessed God in a light to 
me not much better than the God the ancients called fate; they worshipped 
fate: everything came to pass by an absolute fate. I am a strict Predestina- 
rian, but not a fatalist: no. I believe that God’s counsels are all governed 
by infinite prescience, and that they were all arranged and settled by his good 
pleasure and his sovereignty. But coming back again to this matter, there 
stands the law. It is not what God could do or could not do, but what he 
will do; he will maintain every iota of that law. Now then, look at the 
Lord Jesus Christ; he comes—and is made under the law, made of a woman, 
made under the law; and he became a debtor in our place to do the whole 
law, and under that law he looked to God in his eternity, and he said to 
Jehovah, ‘ 0 Jehovah, thou art my Lord;’ thou art my foundation, thou art 
my sustainer, thou art my ruler.

These are the meanings of the word, ‘ Lord,’ as mentioned the second 
time in our text; which we shall have presently more carefully to amplify. 
Now then, my hearer, look at the Lord Jesus Christ as having gone in his life 
to the end of this law; and look at him as having gone in his death also to 
the end of sin. You see here that the law legally dies to you, as much as the 
husband is literally dead that dies legally ; when the husband dies the wife is 
free from that husband; and so the law is thus represented, that by the work 
of Jesus Christ that law legally died, and we became dead to it, became 
entirely free, so that we have entirely done with the law as a law of works. 
Ah, then, if thou hast this knowledge of thy law-condemned state as a sinner, 
and art led to see the Lord Jesus Christ standing in thy place, how you 
will appreciate him. You will say, What then, through his standing in this 
position, is it so that if I am brought to feel my need of him, »nd to receive 
the testimony of him, and to walk with him, and be reconciled o y » 
Is it so then that before a sin can be laid to my charge, it mus 
to his charge? Just so it is. And is it so that before i.00™88^ 
of anything that God has for me in this covenant Christ himself t

brought to feel my need of him, and to re^e 
walk with him, and be reconciled to Cod by him, 

be laid to my charge, it must be first laid 
And is it so that before I come short 

me in this covenant Christ
come short ? Just so; he is the husband, and the law ? V
thing: he stands here as the Surety. Here lies ^respons^
gospel, but in the law, and Christ took that responsibility. And, J y , 
now then we have no responsibility at all. Yes, we have. Am 1 going:ro 
free the believer from responsibility ? Thebeliever has no legal responsibility :
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hnt I am Still responsible to God, though not in a law sense Uot 
but 1 am sun P h are you responsible ? I will tell you l* a 
aense. -S o God. As a Christian, leave out my character aa * I 
responsib Gocpg truth : and I am responsible to God for the holiT*18^, 1 
KXthfAuse I make of that truth; and if I $

» good account of myself in this gospel sense, then I shall be ‘*>1
Since the man who has the truth by the Holy Ghost, he holds it fast ?ut- 
Kk Ah, he say. Jesus is the Surety: Jesus is the end ^*1 
he entered into a sacrificial vow, and that vow he made good, that 
has eternally carried out. I have failed m every part: he has failed^5e 
nart. Now being brought to receive this, we stand accountable to GOd P 
holding fast the truth. Once give up the truth, then you can’t give a 
account of yourself; but if you are enabled to hold fast the truth, then S 
gospel responsibility stands good, you can at last give a good account of y0Ur 
self; as one did when he said, ‘ I have waited for thy salvation.’ He felt hk 
need of this, and he held it fast to the end. And as another did when he bore 
testimony in his dying hour of the eternity of God’s covenant; and as another 
did when he said, ‘ I have fought the good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith.’ Now, my hearer, never go away after that and say that 
we hold that the real Christian is under no responsibility. But then this 
at the same time is a delightful responsibility ; because God hath promised to 
carry on the work in our hearts, so that the truth will be with us for ever; 
that will not give us up, we, consequently shall not give that up. We are all 
responsible to God for the use we make of his truth; if we make a 
wrong use of it, I am sure we thereby dishonour the Lord, and 
bring ourselves into bondage. What is making a wrong use of it ? Why, if 
we mix it up with any human tradition, if we enter into any compromise what
ever with any system contrary to it, that is making a wrong use of it, cor
rupting and perverting the word of God.

And then another idea is the profit it is to us. You will be at the last 
enabled to say that you have kept his way, and not declined it, and you will 
be enabled to say that it has been all of grace, and that his holy word also 
has been profitable to you. This is the good gospel account that you will give. 
And then you will sum up the whole of it as the people in heaven do: ‘Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and priests unto God.’ Here then is the solemn law vow into 
which Christ entered. Ah, my hearer, men talk a great deal about the com
mandments as a rule of life ; but out of all the ministers and all the professors 
not one man, not one woman out of them all keep that law that they profess 
to hold as a rule of life. As the Lord liveth, the best law minister you can 
find, give me two hours of his company, ah, one hour, and I will demonstrate 
in one hour that he does not keep the law that he professes to hold as e 
ru.e of life. Take only one item of the law—‘ Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself: where will you find the man, where will you find the minister, 
where will you find the Christian, where will you find such a thing onearU- 

thing ; as the Lord liveth there is not among men. Bn
u JT3 Phrist; 1 can find there. He loved his peoplea 

^elawS^t^ for them.—Well, say you, wlmt
peonle of sin i ^aw ls condemn people ; the law is to co Epon people’s mind W 1SJtOlthuilder PeoPle into despair; the law is t” ^ 
law isPto burn nS’.1^ to their souls God’s eternal wrath’
wisdom and ,1, heir righteousness, and goodness, and comehne > ,
makeXm feel t?! are^ T* them as ifc ™e a collection.of ash 
that waxeth not wIS and ashes- The law ; why, it is a t^
louder- to denote tW wea^er> n°t feebler and feebler, but Ion -nSt 
you. This is th? the longer you live under it the more it has ag 
sinners that that law ’ 6 ,° make of the law in our day, to sh .
Daen are very fond of is spiritual. There is a great deal of talk in our

Y tomi of mventmg phraseology. Ah, they say, the moral 
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the moral law. Well, no man in his senses that I know of would deny that 
the law is moral; but it is a remarkable thing, while men smooth matters 
over in this way, the Bible never calls the law moral. Where in all the Bible 
do you read of a moral law ? But these men must have their own phrases, 
must call it the moral law. The Bible never calls it so, never; there is not 
such a phrase in all the Bible. And why not ? Because such a term would 
be deceptive ; and would convey the idea that if you have a little whitewash 
smooth behaviour the law is satisfied, whereas the word of God declares that 
the law is spiritual. When it came to Saul of Tarsus, and searched his house, 
what did it find ? all manner of concupiscence ; cut him up root and branch ; 
made him confess what he was. The law is spiritual; and until a man is 
brought to feel this is the case, and to know this, he will never appreciate the 
Lord Jesus Christ. So that our law responsibility, therein lies our eternal 
ruin; our gospel responsibility is merely a test that distinguishes the real 
possessor from the mere professor. Whenever people begin to be whimsical 
with their religion, it shows that there is something wrong at the bottom, 
whenever people get some hobby doctrine or another, run away with it, and 
begin to be whimsical, I am always inclined to think that such persons have 
never been brought under the solemnities of real conviction, have never felt 
the solemnities of real conviction, have never felt their need of the great 
Surety and Saviour standing in their place; have never seen the greatness of 
his salvation, the greatness of his victory; have never felt the solemnity of 
that position which he has, which he does, and which he ever will occupy. 
Whatever we may be capricious about, the Lord keep us firm in these 
weighty and solemn things, that we may more and more appreciate the dear 
Saviour standing thus in our law place.

Let me give another idea of the Saviour standing in our place; you must 
not suppose that he stood in our place as our representative merely in atoning 
for our sins; he is our representative now. When God wants to bless you, 
he does not look upon you to see whether you are worthy of it or not; he 
looks upon his dear Son, who is in heaven, our representative; he beholds 
our shield; he has constituted him our shield; he looks upon the face of 
his Anointed, and he sees perfection there; and then he deals with you 
entirely according to that perfection, and then he looks to you, and whatever 
sin, whatever wound, whatever grief, whatever sores, whatever necessity, there 
may be in you, let it be what it may, he finds a remedy in the fulness and 
perfection of his dear Son; and ever sees you where you have never yet 
seen yourself. Why, say you, I have seen myself complete in Christ. Ah, but 
you must not tell me you have seen the beauty of it as God does; you must 
not tell me you have seen the perfection of it as God sees it, for we see only 
in part yet. The Saviour might well say, ‘ Come in my name; ask in my 
name.’ If you come to preach, preach in remembrance of me; if you pray, 
pray in remembrance of me; if you hear, hear in remembrance of me; if you 
commemorate my death, do it in remembrance of me; if you live, live in 
remembrance of me; when you come to die, die in remembrance of me. AU 
centres in this glorious and wonderful person as our representative. Here is 
the vow; he came into our law place ; ‘ 0 my soul, thou hast said unto the 
Lord, Thou art my Lord.’

I now go on to the next part, namely, the relation, ‘ Thou art my Lord. 
First, the foundation. God the Father in the eternity of his counsels was 
Christ’s foundation. Christ rested entirely upon the counsels of God, entirely 
so; and when he would wish to be glorified, and his people with him, it was m 
accordance with the counsels of God. ‘ The glory that I had with thee before 
the world was.’ Do you ask what these counsels were . Ihe ocnptures 
represent them in a great many places, but still I will give an instance or two. 
Now, the first idea, then, of these counsels is this, that God the rather con
stituted Jesus Christ, and a number that no man can number, he constituted 
them one ; and upon this constitution of things Christ rested. ‘ Both he that 
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one : for which cause he is
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not ashamed to call them brethren ’ Now Christ rested upon this He Baw 
that God the Father had loved them with an eternity of love, with an ever 
lasting love; that election in him was absolute as eternal; that they having 
obtained an inheritance, being predestinated thereto according to the good 
nleasure of bis will; now upon these counsels the Saviour rested; and he trusted 
in God in the order of these counsels. And you observe another feature of 
these counsels. ‘The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent. Thou art a 
priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. Now Christ rested on these 
counsels; he trusted in God in the order of these counsels. Then another 
feature of this foundation is the appointment of Christ himself. Jesus Christ 
was verily foreordained; he came not to do his own will, but the will of him 
that sent him; and therefore he did the will of God, and rested upon God’s 
counsel concerning him. ‘ Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay 
down my life, that I might take it again : no man taketh it from me, but I 
lay it down of myself. This commandment have I received of my Father.’ So 
that the Father was Christ’s foundation; the Father in the eternity of his 
counsels, constituted the people and Christ one, and appointed Christ as their 
Saviour and Surety. And on these counsels the Saviour rested, and what a 
sweet resting. No wonder that he should call on nothing for his support but 
God’s eternal counsels. No wealth, no human institutions, no human inven. 
tions, he stood clear of them all. ‘Thou art my Lord,’ thou art my founda-

Christ then looked to the Lord as his foundation:tion. Here he rested.
Christ is our foundation. Then it signifies also sustainer. ‘ 0 my soul, thou 
hast said unto the Lord, thou art my sustainer? God . the Father 
sustained Christ as man. And where is the secret of God sustaining Christ ? 
because if you can find out the secret of God sustaining him, you will find 
out the secret of his sustaining you. The secret of God sustaining the 
Saviour was twofold: first, because of the interest he had in him, having loved 
the people he had given to him, and having loved Christ, his interest was 
great in the Saviour, and everlasting: the second part of the secret of his 
sustaining Christ, was his entire approbation of Christ. Ah, he never had to 
withdraw from him on account of anything wrong in him ; no. Ah, say you, 
that’s Jesus Christ, that’s not me. But, my hearer, let me whisper a word to 
you, after I have made, shall I say, a few preparatory remarks. You read in 
the Bible of a wind that rent the mountains and the rocks, but the Lord was 
not in the wind. And so, sometimes a sweeping wind of circumstances passes 
over you, and rends your mountains all to pieces, and produces a scene of 
desolation ; but you cannot see the Lord in it, the Lord is not there; no can’t 
see him; his power is there, but he is not there in the sense he is somewhere 
else. Then comes an earthquake, swallows up something that you greatly 
prized it is. gone. Ah, you say, I should not care if I could see the hand of 
the Lord in it; I can see myself in it, the devil, and sin, and circumstances in 
it, but not the Lord.. Well, then comes the fire, and burns up what little you 
have left, the Lord is not in the fire. Ah, you say it is worse and worse ; I 
should not mind if I could see the hand of the Lord in it. But presently 
comes the still small voice. We have said the secret of his sustaining Christ 
was his entire approbation of Christ; and you say, that is Jesus Christ, that 
is not me.

Now, the still small voice is this, it is a short sentence, only three words, 
but eternally significant—‘Jpprowerf in Christ;' there it is, ‘Approved in 
9brpH 1 want 1 really want io know, if you are in relation
to Christ as pure as his blood can make you, and if you are accepted in his 
righteousness, and conformed ? which you ultimately will be, to covenant 
shape and order. I want to know, what difference there possibly can be 
vowTnff ?ate’ himself? It is his blood that is to be

s lfTbl? b ood be Inn°cent and pure, you are made by it 
inn win Ph6, 13 Tbls riShteousness that iSP to cover you; well then, 
I L vou ± him- ^A^3 truth tbat is t0 a^ We you, and 

$ w covenant shape; must be conformed to his truth. I do
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not wonder, I did years ago, I do not now at all wonder, that John should 
even the second time fall down to worship one of his fellow servants. John 
had seen the Lord; there was not one disciple more familiar with Christ than 
John, and I am sure there was not one that had more fellowship with Christ 
after Christ was in heaven than John had. Look at the Saviour’s appearing 
to him in the Isle of Patmos again and again ; and so clear was the revelation, 
that John hath left on record a description of the Saviour’s appearance. And 
yet after thus seeing him, when he saw one of his fellow servants, he fell 
down and worshipped him. ‘ See thou do it not, I am thy fellow servant.’ 
.Fellow servant! Why, I see no difference between yon and the Master. I 
have seen the Master; and now I see you, made sure it was the Master I No, 
I am thy fellow servant. And so impressive was this, that John fell down 
the second time when he appeared again. Look then at the still small voice— 
‘Approved in Christ!’ Ah! the Lord is determined thou shalt not find him 
in the whirlwind, the earthquake, or the fire ; there indeed is his power, and 
there are his mysterious dealings; you shall not see his hand, but all these 
shall sweep away every fleshly hope, and make you know that your sustenance 
is by that entire approbation of you, in which God holds you in Christ. ‘ 0 
my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, thou art my sustainer.’ God the 
Father always upheld the cause of Christ: he will never suffer his interest 
to die. What a magnificent view Daniel had of this, when he saw, in the 
course of ages, the kingdoms of this world reduced to chaff, and driven away 
as chaff on the summer threshing floor; and over all that, there rose up in 
wondrous distinction, the invulnerable, impregnable, untarnishable, incor
ruptible, eternal, and wealthy, and happy, and blissful kingdom of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Thou art my sustainer.

Then it means also ruler. Thou art my ruler. Oh how entirely Jesus 
Christ was ruled by the Father—came not to do his own will, but the will of 
him that sent him. The Saviour was holy, and just, and good, and therefore 
he could say what we cannot always say, he could say, ‘ I delight to do thy 
will, O God.’ And though it was the will of God he should bear our sins, 
and suffer what he did suffer, yet in the face of it all, ‘ I delight to do thy will 
0 God: thy law is within my heart!’ I do not like to set forth the Saviour 
abstractedly, but to notice in all we say of him, the relation which he 
bears to us.

Now in the 18th of Genesis you have a very significant Scripture upon 
this matter of ruling. Jesus Christ was ruled by the law of God and by the 
gospel of God; we are to be ruled by the gospel of God. ‘ I know him,’ 
namely, Abraham, ‘ that he will command his children and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judg
ment, that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of 
him.’ Now take these words and apply them to the literal descendants of 
Abraham, and will they stand good ? Were Abraham’s literal descendants 
commanded by him ; did they obey, did they continue to do justice and judg
ment, and to retain their earthly Canaan with all its advantages ? They did 
not. What becomes then of the Scripture that ‘ Abraham will command his 
children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment, that the Lord may bring upon Abraham 
that which he hath spoken of him.’ But take his spiritual descendants, there 
you get it fulfilled. The same truths by which the Lord appeared unto 
Abraham have commanded his spiritual children from age to age to the present 
day. And ministers may well take a hint from that Scripture. T e c ildren 
of Abraham are commanded, and governed, and retained efficiently andeftect- 
ually by Abraham ; not by Abraham personally, but by the truths revealed to 
Abraham. And what were those truths ? Why, to suin them up concisely, 
one was that of the eternal Priesthood of Christ, as shewn in Melchisedec 
meeting Abraham; and the second was that of the immutability of the coun
sels of God. All the gospel is contained in these two. Now his children 
shall be so commanded; they shall do justice. How can they do justice?
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name, his atonement n g -ustice t0 the law, nor justice to justice
Sod, nor justice^ my own soul, nor justice to thi

'V'lh™ Jm Xv way but by the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Now then, the 
".mSd tot governed Abraham, he, by that gospel, commands his children 
e to day He® then,as Jesus Christ entered into this vow took upon 

Mm our responsibility, and was the end of the law, we are thereby made free. 
And as the Lord in the eternity of his counsels was his foundation, by what 
he himself has done he becomes our foundation, by what he has done for us. 
And as the Lord was his sustainer by his entire approbation of him, so he is 
our sustainer by his entire approbation of us m his dear Son. And as 
Jesus Christ was governed by those counsels, those truths, so his brethren are 
governed by them likewise. And the Saviour was always careful to set before 
his apostles the eternity of these truths. ‘ Having loved his own that were in 
the world, he loved them unto the end.’ And when he gave the great com- 
mission, he summed it up with these words: ‘ Lo, I am with you alway, 
even to the end of the world;’ 11 am with you;’ meaning that he was with 
them in all those ties, in all those relations.

I notice now, in conclusion, the faithfulness of God the Father to 
Cubist. It is said in Ephesians 1, that God the Father ‘ first trusted in 
Christa remarkable scripture that is ; and that is a very solemn trust; he 
entrusted the people to Christ; he entrusted the honours of his holy law to 
Christ, he entrusted all the purposes of the new covenant to Christ, he en
trusted the government of the world to Christ. I have often thought of that, 
that God the Father put such honour upon Christ, to trust him with the souls 
of all his people; and yet here am I cannot trust him with one soul 1 yet God 
the lather trusted him with all; and triumphantly at the last he will say, 
‘Here am I, and all thou hast given me.’ Then Christ had to.trust the 
Father. His language was, and with that we close, ‘I have set the Lord 
always before me.’ Can you say that? Well, I think I can say, yes. Don’t 
say it; stop a minute and think about it. Do you mean to say in all your 
thoughts, movements, and purposes, that self is never brought in? You had 
better not say it. But the Saviour said it, and he did it, not for himself, but 
or us. Ah, say you, here it is again; I have very often set something else 

before me besides God. What is the remedy ? Christ never did : he never 
committed error. We are daily committing error. ‘The eyes of a fool are 
ih.i th° earth ’ ?ut tbe Saviour was blind to every other object but
tot which he came into the world for. ■ I have set the Lord always before

Al> b L ri‘ght hand’ an,i 1 sha11 >>e moved.’
been « ‘A6 be faithfuI ‘bee ? Thou hast
How far Lori JmA % n fa‘!hfl11 to thee ? Yes ! 1 am sure he W11 
leave mC soul in hell^ be faith.ful t0 ‘bee ? Why, ‘He wiU nOt
corruption ;’ nor did he e, * be uot suffer his Holy One to see
him again from the dead thrmmi. P^th of life;’ which in bringing
‘ And I shall come into his m/sen^ blk°d °fkhe e.Verlasting covenant he did; 
righthand, where there are p^eMures’fo^r6 theTe ?S fulness of J0? > a°d. m 
I see the heavens opened, and the Sa/ eyermore- 'AndStephen said, behold, 
God.’ Here is, then, the eXle^ on the right hand of
I out; here is the trust that Christ had i"^^ “ °hrist: ChriS‘
It out. Thus, there is a sweet Eathet> and the Father earned
Saviour. sweet “«tuality of trust between the Father and the
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