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ii So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these thingsknow that it is near, even at the doors.” 
Matthew xxiv. 33.

This chapter refers exclusively to the destruction of the Jewish nation ; 
and bears no immediate reference to the end of this world; the signs laid 
down in this chapter of the end of that dispensation, and the signs 
given in the word of God of the end of this world are different in 
character, and feature, and order ; and although many have taken the signs 
laid down in this chapter as signs of the end of this world, yet these signs 
will not bear it; and they have thought themselves justified especially 
because the disciples said, “ Tell us, when shall these things be ? and what 
shall be the sign of thy coming, and. of the end of the world ?” But then 
the word there translated “world” is not cosmos, meaning this material 
world; but the word translated “ world'” there is aionos, meaning “ age 
and therefore the proper meaning is, “Tell us when these things shall be, 
and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the age.’’ 
Hence when it is said, “ Once in the end of the world,” the original word 
tnere is not cosmos, but aionos; therefore it might have been rendered, 
rifiQOef en(l the a®° hath he appeared to put away sin by the sac- 
thi^6 k- And I feel rather desirous to preach a sermon or two on
doneTh t T0^ s^ns °t the end the Jewish world ; and after I have 
two on h? . h°uld like if my mind should be so led, to preach a sermon or 
mate end f end of the present world ; that is to say, the ulti*
°ne sion f And I cannot find in existence now any more than
yet many t e-n^ -°^ *his world- The end of this world evidently lies as 
yet- if we ar r*es th0 distance ; we are not near the end of this world
lord. we most unaccountably misunderstand the word of the
those thin®. W^e thus speak, I would just give you to understand that 
“gas are an p were to the Jews a sign of their destruction, when those 
*hich were b to U3 personally ; if they do apply to us, those same things 
w? this is oF* °i their destruction will also be signs of our destruction, 
vit 8 the we have in view, to apply the signs to us; for death
Witk signs? th® world with us; and that therefore if we are one
She. i h0m, andheir destruction; then, as sure as the words came to pass 
of I must n were destroyed so shall we be. But then while I thus 
Wb?led the eiLd tor&et that in this same chapter there is a people spoken 
8o J11 he callo v’ aQd this chapter shews that the Lord takes care of those 

yUch the 3 ®leet- I shall therefore this morning lay before you not
°t- II. ®Us °f coming judgment as the signs of coming mercy ; but 

° No. ICO.
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yet I shall name these signs one by one as I go along, and then noti 
in order to escape this destruction, in order to be saved, we must stand • t 
position just the reverse of that in which the Jews stood associated tK a 
with signs of their destruction. And I think all the signs given in fl- 
in this chapter may be expressed under four main heads ; and them e\a^ 
each head we may bring forward all the details belonging to that de 
ment. And the four heads, then, under which we may include all th 
signs of their destruction were, first, the perversion of God's truth • a 1 
secondly the spirit of pervecution ; and thirdly, the obscuration of their 
government; “ The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon shall 
not give her lightand fourthly the presence and dominancyof the Homan 
power.

I. First then the perversion of Gob’s truth. So that if we belong to 
them who shall escape the wrath to come ; and shall share in his kingdom • 
then we shall be delivered from error. If we are not square with God’s 
truth, that is a sign that we are still under sin, still under wrath, still 
under the curse, still under God’s law; and the time with us would in that 
case be very, very short before we should lift up our eyes in hell. “ When 
ye see these things, know ye that it is near, even at the doors.” I will 
therefore first then notice the perversion of God’s truth; or rather, as I 
have already hinted, take the reverse of that. How did they pervert God’s 
truth in all its departments ? First, the Saviour said, “ Woe unto you, 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites; for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men ; for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that 
are entering to go in.” Here then, friends, the first thing we have to at
tend to this morning is the opening of the kingdom of God. Now how is 
the kingdom of God opened ? The kingdom of God means two things; first it 
means that state of things established by the mediatorial work of Christ; 
and secondly it means the government or reign of Christ; and if you ask 
what kind of government that is, the answer is this, that grace reigns 
through righteousness unto eternal life. The Lord Jesus Christ hath gone 
to the end of the law, and to the end of sin; mercy and truth through him 
are met together, righteousness and peace have kissed each other; in a 
word, he has made peace with God, he has established everlasting peace. 
Now in order to enter into this peace, and to enter into the governmen o 
Christ so as to be governed by his grace, we must be born of God. 11®“ 
the Lord said to Nichodemus, after introducing this subject to him, 
thou a master of Israelthat is, a teacher of Israel; “ and knowes 
these things P” Let us then this morning be right in this part of the 
ter ; and see that we pervert not this part of God’s truth, that of “®’n®gpirit 
again. Now to be boru again is for the soul to be quickened by the P 
of the living God; and I will tell you what it is sure to do, it is 
enlighten the mind; and you will look about for some way to escap’ ’^t 
eyes of the understanding, the eyes of the mind, will be so enlighten 
you will in a measure, though not at the first altogether ; for it18 will 
that you will be learning day after day as long as you live; but y 
more or less see that you are exposed to wrath, that you are cXP°^at ther® 
just judgment of a holy God, a sin avenging God ; you will see ts of 
is a hell, and that some are there ; and you will see that the jud^ e^eOt; 
God are judgments not in mere word, but that they are sure to tax 
and that even now, if you die unborn of God, these terrible judgmeglunlber, 
you, are near, even at the doors ; a little more sleep, a little andin 
a little more of folding of the hands to sleep, and thy soul is in n® ’ 0 fore® 
hell for ever. This, if you are born of God, you will see and ieei
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, will begin *° look about for a way of escape; and by and bre 
,f. »»i^Cwn ti“e’ V.0" wdl “oo ^at Jesuo Christ is the way of ernE 
i» *’ suffered for sinners, that he has died for sinners, that God hath

L iniquities of us all, and you will look to him, and you will 
U»“J‘ .“ited he is to your condition, that he can pluck you from the 
see . that he can fit you for heaven; and thus you begin to see the 
lowest neu» ^oW I will not speak unnecessarily discouragingly am 

then, to one who is thus awakened; who does thus see his dan- 
1 sp who is thus concerned for the way of escape, and who is made to see 
ger; !Jhout Jesus Christ he must perish to eternity; that Jesus Christ is 
that p thing needful; if you are brought to see that his blood can cleanse 
?e°all sin; that his righteous and obedient life was not for himself, but 
•ms for poor sinners; if you are brought thus far, how came you by this 
i 3 I say to you, my hearer, that this ariseth from your being born 
Xin’ You will say, Ah, I wish I could be sure of that. Well, I do not 
wish you to rest upon what I say, any further than that I want to speak 
encouragingly to such. You are born of God; for if the Lord meant to 
destroy you, he never would have thus enlightened your mind; only you 
must take heed lest the light which is in you be darkness. If the light 
that you have be merely intellectual; there has been no trembling at your 
condition, no fearful apprehension of your being lost; no real earnestness 
in you mind; then you have acquired a little head knowledge, and you are 
not born of God. But if this light be connected with that downward con
viction that has discovered to you your danger; and if the Lord Jesus Christ 
appears to you above all things the one thing needful; and if you know 
what it is to go and hear the word with a prayerful, solemn, sincere desire 
that that word may be made life to you, that that word may be made 
everything to you, which the Lord hath promised; then thou art born of 
Sod; then thou dost not join with them that shut up the kingdom of God; 
thou art not joining with them that set aside in whole or in part regenera
tion; thou art not joining with them that would bring the creature in to 
help perform this work of regeneration. Thus then to open the'kingdom of 

od we must open up the sinner’s need of that state of things which Christ 
ath established. And then we have said the kingdom of God means the

of Christ. I do like that scripture; I have so often repeated 
gi ut there is so much beauty in it that it must be my apology, I was 
AkV Say’ f°r repeating it again ; where it is said of Abraham, “I know 
“Pirit command his household after himthat is, his
Abrah descendants will be goverened by the same truths that he was. 
Abraham Was a believer in God’s Christ; he saw the beauty of Christ; 
couy m Was a believer in God’s immutable counsel; the Lord 
8ayin» S^tar by no greater unto Abraham, he sware by himself, 
in (jgj, blessing I will bless thee.” Abraham then was a believer 
Christ’s n . brist, in God’s Melchizedec, in the eternal perfection of 
^aaainanri ,°°d, and in the immutability of God’s counsel, and “ he will 
rule. (v 1118 household after him.” Let the believer try himself by this 
^'afhat V* y°u hick against the priesthood of Christ? You know, those of 
e*istenCB , U°Ynhim» that his eternal priesthood is dearer to you than mortal 
t> h has 86 • that that eternal priesthood has carried everything be ore 

rour sins away, and carried all wrath away, death 
great davfC-arry your tribulations away; and willpresent you a e

tJ1®8 as an y kair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible t°y0 *
With banners; and you will stand on Mount .Zion andIon 

° ground of eternal triumph and eternal perfection by the priest-
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hood of Jesus Christ. And if you are rightly taught, you
doctrine that is contrary to it. Now, if this be your state, that • reeeive n* 
mercy. Also, Abraham, we observed, was a believer in a sign of 
counsel of God. Immutability ; what should we do without it ? ^^bk 
that we have come up here this morning in health, and spirits is it 
and love to the Lord ? It is because he changeth not. Perhan ^Pe
Lord last manifested himself to you, you have undergone many8 
feeling and many rebellions ; and yet he loves you this mornm • ges of 
same as he did when he favoured you last with sweet communion $ 8t 
there is no variableness with him, neither shadow of turning. Abrl > 
a believer in this; and these truths command his spiritual desoe* H 
this day; and they are all of them to a man obedient to these blessed t 8 to 
it is the obedience not of the flesh, for the flesh kicks against it • but V 
obedience of faith; faith believes it, and the believer is united to it11 t 
then, except a man be born of God, he cannot see what Christ has d ^U8> 
feel that Christ is the only thing needful; except a man be thus bornUe’ 
he cannot thus enter the kingdom of God. The believer, then ente8^’ 
peace, enters into reconciliation. I am fully aware there are several 
as to the state of reconciliation; you may be reconciled to God’s 
saving you, and yet not have enjoyed the pardon that is in reserve foX °* 
in that reconciliation; but if you are brought over to know the way in 
you must be saved, to know your lost condition, and reconciled to God’s wa 
of saving you; then you are not a Pharisee, nor like the Pharisees; you are 
not among them that are under the woe. “Woe unto you, Scribes and 
Pharisees; ye shut up the kingdom of God.’’ Not so with us; nay we 
would rather lose our mortal lives than that the kingdom of God should be 
closed against us; let all the friendship of the world go; yea, let Job’s pro
perty go, let his family go, let his wife turn his enemy; let his friends form 
all sorts of conjectures, and try to condemn him; all this Job can bear, if 
the kingdom of God be not shut up against him. “ I know that my Re
deemer liveth, and shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and when 
he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” Ah, if we are brought into 
this kingdom, if we have the living God on our side, we may laugh at our 
foes, we may defy our sins, for they are all taken away by that eternal ocean 
of mercy that is by Jesus Christ; we may laugh at the devil; we may 
laugh at the troubles of life; we may smile at death, for it is but a shadow, 
grim and gloomy as its appearance may be, that lost its sting and lost its 
power; and the apostle on this very subject says, “ Thanks be to.God, that 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ.’’ As soon as faith carries us into 
what Jesus Christ is, and what his kingdom is, and what the living God is 
by him, then we can triumph over all. I think myself sometimes ten thou
sand fools for fearing anything, for being in trouble about anything. A 
know we must have tribulation in the world; but what are they all ? 1W 
are all shadows when set by the side of that eternal omnipotence on the si 
of those that love Jesus Christ. Where art thou, my hearer? Canst t 
see the suitability of Jesus Christ, and is he the object of thy desire. ya 
thou sometimes say secretly in thy soul in the presence of a heart-seai c o 
God, and say it sincerely, that he is the chiefest of ten thousand, and a 
gether lovely ? Or hast thou no such feelings, no such affections, no 
attachment ? Then, whatever thy light may be, if thou hast no sue „. 
ings, thou art dead in trespasses and in sins; thou art on thy yay to 
and the signs thou hast about thee prove that thy destruction is nea , 
at the doors. » j nOt

. Again, if you belong to what in this chapter is called the elect of 0 ’
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horn of God, hut ?ou wil1 11)0 real in Prayer- Only 
thus be no ^evoure(i widows houses, and for a pretence made 

or creatures down by their apparent sanctity, 
they a^0 hat SOrt of prayers ? Formal prayers, only formal, 

Paversbut<- conceive anything more awful than to mock your 
I cann°^sound upon a deceitful tongue. Do you profess to be 

5orea S a s°le What kind of a praying man are you ? That is the ques- 
man r t vou do hunger after righteousness ? Can you say 

»PrJ'Can y°uJay Jul thirsteth for God ?” Can you say that you sigh and 
* DaVid, “ S n(i that so far from worldly aggrandisement being your 

before wa; * worldly applause, or worldly pelf, the simple object 
tworld^ that grace by which you may serve God

^baveinPFay0 and godly fear; and, also, another object you
Lptably- wlta and that is that the Lord would appear for you in 

in solemn p the peopie of God make much of the Lord in his 
his providence- ^use know that providence and grace in this time 
providence; connected; and therefore their language is, Leave me
8tate stani <^11 tempt me to steal; and I would not, Lord, be

t the possession of those riches that would be a snare to me, and. 
h me forget thee, and deny thee; wax fat, and kick against thee; 0 

M such riches would be a curse to me ; and therefore I desire not that; 
but feed me with that food which is convenient for me ; and, Lord, above 
all things fellowship with thyself; remember me with the favour thou 
bearest to thy people, visit me with thy salvation, that I may from day to 
day see the good, of thy chosen, rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, and 
glory with thine inheritance. Now, if thou hast this second sign, if thou 
hast a praying heart, the spirit of grace and of supplication, if thou art a 
real seeker after the Lord, 1 am as sure that you will go to heaven as that 
you exist; but if you have not this sign, do not think you are a Christian. 
Just go home and think it over. Now, I am going to sit down to a dinner 
from God’s table, from the bounties of Ids providence ; but while I am doing 
this I am under his wrath, under sin, under the curse, and, for aught I 
cow, I may drop dead before night, and, if I do, I shall go to hell. You 
? b h?me that fnll assurance, if you do not know your need of 
Lord • V kave n°t this spirit °f prayer, this spirit of longing after the 
Lord’ h Vu™ ^ave ^ese two things, then take courage, and look to the 
temporal K thee “a^ers spiritual, he will hear thee in matters 
Power to p 11 k? hast enemies, say as one of old did, “ Lord, we have or 
“eyes are o'16 b®tore this multitude, neither know we what to do; but non 
8tePped in thee.” And were their eyes up in vain ? No ! the Lord 
Praying peon] ^t^red the millions of Ethiopians, and brought off his 
here then my that victory that he always did and always will, 
^htuting tL eVer’ ?an hardly conceive a greater sin than that of 
?. “takinw it soietun privilege of prayer, reducing it to mere formality, 
h?ns' I knowmtre cover tor worldly ends, carnal purposes, and devilish 

to the dis » this cast; we have plenty of it in our land ; we 
■a thousand tTvi Christendom, somewhere about fouror five and 

Paper lak, selliiia. hmk it is, guinea prayer-books sold for people to pray ; 
Sayers—o?,j rayers i pretty Christians, certainly ; only think of it, 
Crite y taaUufaetm.e!i Prayers ; only think of it—mechanical prayers, 

thm Pharisee • Prayers ! Oh, you viper, you formalist, you hypo-
11 at th? through withe UUto y°u> Pharisees, that buy long prayers, and 

Retime to U’> m0re feeling than a stock or a stone ; and you do 
maintain your worldly respectability, to make people
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think well of you, and get more customers to your shop, and
tmnK we j' the damnation of hell ? You may amu^ °n
dX yourself, mak' »V‘-but thr great Gwl’ 
Kite, will not make light of these innovations upon his ^be, ’ 
hath promised to every inhabitant of the new Jerusalem the spiS«l he 
and of supplication, but he has never promised a prayer-boSk.
depend upon it, though the Pharisee might want a prayer-book to’J? «<y 
recollect all his good works, the Publican needed no prayer.|>““ft ‘p 
feelings of his own heart; he felt that he was a _ sinner, breathed ? J 
feelings of his heart, “ God bo merciful to me a sinner " Where 
my helrer? Ah, say you but I don’t say any prayers at all, dona'S 
myself about religion. Well then, you are dead, and you will be 
dd in that state. Not trouble yourself? you have a soul that is not. 
vour trouble; you are a sinner, and hastening to judgment, but von J’ 
concerned about it; and as to the defence you make it is an insult L IF 
Majesty of heaven, that you are not concerned about it; that is ™ • 
defence, certainly, a very nice defence; come before God, and the defc 
you set up in your favour is that you don’t trouble yourself; that you h 
sinned against him, and don t care about it; that you have insulted him anr? 
don’t care about it; that you partake of his bounties from day, and yet vo 
ridicule him, or at least make light of him ; and that is your defence^ is it ? 
Woe be to you if you die with no better defence than that. On the other 
hand, those of you that are born of God, your prayers will be the feelings 
of your heart, the desires of your heart, the searchings of your heart and 
they will have a reality. The first sign of mercy then is, born of God’ the 
second sign is reality of prayer.

Again, the Saviour said to the. Pharisees, “ Ye compass sea and land to 
make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him two-fold more the 
child of hell than yourselvesbecause the young one is more zealous when 
first converted. Say some, do you mean this as a rebuke against mission
aries ? No! although very few missionaries I think I am one with in 
sentiment, yet I have a great respect for the Missionary Societies taken as 
a body; because the wonders they have done have been very great; I should 
be sorry, therefore, to make such a remark. There are plenty of quarters 
to apply it to where we should not make any mistake. Take the Pope, for 
instance, or Popery; if that convert a man, and he become a zealous advo
cate for Popish infallibility, and the other infernalablities of that system, 
if I may coin a word for once; would not that man become twofold more 
the child of hell now than before he was converted to that system f Cer- 
tainly he would. But what will a true proselyte become, a man truly con
verted ? Why something different. If a man be converted by the grace o 
God, it follows as a matter of course, that he will be converted to the tru 
of God. For a man to tell me that he is converted by the grace of Go> 
and yet at the same time not converted to the grace of God, these are 
propositions I cannot lay together, can’t make them lie straight. If 9 ®.

conv1erted by the grace of God, and yet I stiU believe 
free-will; well I must leave you for a time. Say some, will you say ™

N°’ IwiU“<>t say that What wilf you
Ilth 1 -nn°W W?at -t0 do with him. Oh, I thought you didn t;

rue priest did of old with the leper when he hnrdlv knew whether » untilHXS.b” ,hS '■» ana tL

tim W matter went; so I must leave the
’ and see which way the matter goes. If the little conviction oi
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, it will spread and spread all over him, until he is brought tn 
. be r^1’ ha3 no soundness m him and that he is nothing but a sfnn« 

fis sometimes this apparent leprosy turned out only to be a bum & and then the man was clean without being cleaned. And £ 
Mboi "The man’s conscience is a little sore; his conviction of sin may be 

th% mav go off by and bye; it is a mere burning bod; bods are 
^p^^ings while they last, but then they go off, and go off by them- 

Orally. So the convictions will go off, and then I shad know how 
sel^ C matter, but until that I must leave it. So we must not be rash, 
tsp® tn fhe man is not born of God, because it may turn out that 
weiction is real, and he may come forth and be a free grace man; 
ti3 c0? a leper all over, he will be converted to the grace of God; and 
^^[1 be the standing proof that he is converted by the grace of God. 
r i the man that is converted by the grace of God will ere long be converted 
t the grace of God. But if the man is converted by Popery, he is converted 
to Popery; if a man be converted by the natural conscience; if a man be 
converted to a mere natural conscience; if a man be converted by the mere 
letter of the word, he is converted to a mere letter religion; and thus there 
are thousands of conversions in our day that are false in a variety of ways. 
Ify hearer, here lies the mystery of the true conversion as distinguished 
from the false, namely in the character of the conversion; though many are 
called, yet when it comes to the test at last, few are chosen; because the 
conversions prove that there are but few that are real conversions. Thus 
then, the Pharisees set aside regeneration, set aside real prayer, and set 
aside the true nature of conversion. Now, my hearer, if thou dost not set 
aside regeneration ; if thou art a praying man, if thy conversion be to the 
grace of God; if thou art somewhat leaning that way, that is an evidence 
ty conversion is by the grace of God. It would be tedious, perhaps, were 

to dwell in detail upon all these woes; but they are very expressive; I 
ave noticed only three; nor must I thisimorning dwell upon what I wish you 

23rd° fewemker’ that in the 5th of Matt, there are eight beautitudes; in the 
Woe st there are eight woes; and that each beatitude and each
them in tW direct antagonism one to the other. I have gone through 
each beat Va8 ’ y°u can run through them yourselves, and compare
referencee eacb woe 1 and you w’d see that tbere is an aPPa™nt 
give the 2° ea°k woe to ea°h beatitude. I may mention the first; and if I 
Poor in snb-T0,imust find out tbe B, and c> and s0 on- “ Blessed are the 
Unto you^-u theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” The first woe ; “ woe 

teayen ’> and Pharisees; hypocrites ; for ye shut up the kingdom
,and needy. drst beatitude opens the kingdom of heaven to the poor
t>0|n of heaven6 , b Woe> expressive of their perversion, shuts up the kmg- 
a e,n side bv •' i ‘^nd so if you trace these beatitudes and woes, and set 
Go?tagonistiwill find that each has a reference to the other in 
ft/’the one1 tIle one marking the Pharisee ; the other the child of 
j/ber marfr;nar^lD^ the^man that cannot escape the damnation of e ;

fte noSe ^harisp^ the man whose reward is exceeding great mheaven. 
MJ?1® sanctffi ?ade out not that the Lord sanctified thei people, but.that 
\ Um? if bd the Lord- Hence if a man sware by the tempi! , 
> nofc obli* ke sware by the gold of the temple, he °it

bu^r u * & mail sware by tho a ’ i *
wk bIjnd ’’U« sware by the gift, he was under obh^

bother is aid the Saviour, “ whether is t . +his^ that the 
ls heater, the altar or the gift?” The idea is this, that tne
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. thorp bv the people, and the gift was broughtso they thereby, by their gold and their gifts, J1 by 
people, ana j consecrated God to themselves; thev din 
Jhat £ temple sanctified the gold, nor that altar
£t the gold sanctified the temple, and that, the gift sanctified^; but 
Now you free-wilier, look at this; this is just where you are, < 
hPM of your gold, and your gifts, and your doings, that God
God that you consecrate him to yourself, that you consecrate vm?®^ 
Mm’; thaUhe matter does not lie with him, but lies with you;
he has chosen you absolutely, but you have chosen him ; and as lo^at 
choose him, he will choose you; and as long as you love him, he /on 
you; and as long as you do your part, he will do his Now, this is 
religion of the Pharisee of old turning things upside down; whe? a 8 
Saviour says on this subject, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have 1 the 
you.” So the temple sanctified the gold. Let us take the gold as a hi 
figure of the people, who are compared to gold, well, then, it is the Lord lof 
purifies the gold, sanctifies and consecrates the gold. “I wifi brine- tlat 
third part of them through the fire, and will refine them as silver is reg T 
and will try them as gold is tried; they shall call upon my name, and I Jn 
hear them; I will say, It is my people; and they shall say, The Lord is ? 
God.” Thus, then, it you are taught of God, you will acknowledge that 
sanctification is of God, not of man. First by election ; sanctified of Qoj 
the Father before the foundation of the world, by giving you to Christ, and 
imputing all your sins to him; Christ sanctified you at Calvary’s cross • the 
Holy Spirit sanctified you when he quickened your soul from death; and he 
renews that sanctification now in every manifestation of his mercy. If y0Q 
are taught of God, this will be your position. And if you hold the other 
position, namely, that the whole matter does not lie with God, then you are 
turning things upside down; you are making out yourself to be greater than 
God; for you are making out that your eternal safety, your eternal salva
tion, your hope of eternal glory, lays not with God, but with yourself, and 
there cannot be a more awful delusion. One more idea and then I close. 
“ Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye pay tithe of mint, 
and arise, and cummin very punctual in little things; that is very right 
and proper; but while we thus take care of the little, don’t let us be guilty 
if we can help it, of that which they were guilty of, by omitting the 
weightier matters ; if we must omit anything, we had better omit the little 
than the great, certainly; “Ye have omitted the weightier matters of the 
law, judgment, mercy, and faith.” You profess to be people of God; then 
how is it you have passed by judgment? How is it you have passed by the 
solemn fact of the state we are in by nature under j udgment ? And then 
you have passed by mercy; and then of course you pass by faith. If, t“en’ 
my hearer, we are born of God we shall not make light of these three; judg
ment will be an awful thing with us; mercy will be a precious thing wi 
us; faith will be a precious thing with us. Thus, then, we have this kno ' 
tn fro ° °Ur ^rist, we ^ave t^is spirit of prayer, this conv 
L lgraCj’thls n^ht order of things; and if judgment, mercy, and ‘

£ n tX ^ ! ““ We are °1W ^at K‘™"r
E ...Pharisee ; he said, " Be ye not like unto them.” 
his Messed truth. delusion, and keep us standing fast in the
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