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... T.^nnwled’e them that are carried away captive of Judah, whom I have sent out of 
ink, the land of the Chaldeans for their good.” Jeremiah xiiv. 5.

How great is the difference between those that are left under sin, and 
those who by the grace, and mercy, and salvation of God are delivered 
therefrom. Hence those whom he in the deeps of his sovereignty leaves, he 
speaks of as objects merely of his judgments; they have nothing but judg­
ment and fiery indignation to look forward to. Hence the Lord says of 
those who are thus left, “ I will deliver them to be removed into all the 
kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt 
and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them. And I will send the 
sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed 
from off the land that I gave unto them and to their fathers.” Such then 
were the temporal judgments to which, as penalties for violating that cove- 
nant, they were to be subjected. But then these temporal judgments to 
w ich they were to be subjected were but a type of those endless judgmen ts 
has36 -i638 ^n^c^ons> those everlasting writhings and agonies which sin 
wordTof an^ wbich we must be subjected if not interested in the 
wil fit’s ^ence Lord contrasts the two characters, the one by
aUcha^tat^T S° ev^ ^ey could not be eaten ; meaning that the sinner is in 
if any be nature that he cannot be received by the Lord; and therefore 
Sauce, th*60^^’ ^el1 it must be ef that grace that make s him to differ, 
that is 6r basket of figs are spoken of as good figs, like unto the fig 

speaks ’ ^ese are intended to represent the people of whom the 
in their tex^' ■^’i we shaU of course take the words of our 

t. "Mold asp^t meaning; and in so doing we may notice it under the
* secondl ° presents. Here is in the first place discrimina-

’p/'A con,s^j .ero is tribulation, “ carried away captiveand 
y then we ha^°n’. ^^at the Lord has thus dealt with them for their good.

°r'' II. Ve ^^imination, tribulation, and consolation.
No. 97.
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T First then we have discrimination. Here the people of God are re. 
presented by the first ripe fig. There were three seasons in ancient times 
in the East of ripe figs; the first ripe was in June, or about midsummer: 
the second ripe was about August; and the third about November. I menl 
tion this in order that we may clearly understand the spiritual meaning of 
the fruits by which the people of God are here represented., Here then in 
the first place they are spoken of as being ripe, ripe figs; so that they were 
fit for use. Here is a fitness for use ; that is the first thing we have here to 
attend to. And as the first ripe were reckoned better than any of the others, 
and were ripened by the sun in its highest altitude, the midsummer sun, 
they thus become a type of the people of God, or the people of God are 
thus represented. And if we ask how it is that they are ripened, how it is 
that they are made fit for heaven, how it is they are made fit for the King’s 
presence, how it is they acquire a fitness for eternal glory ? then the answer 
is, it is by what the Lord Jesus Christ has done ; he himself was the end of 
the law for righteousness; he himself rose to the highest,' shall I say, point 
of perfection; for as they were ripened by the sun in its highest altitude, I 
am sure the Saviour never exercised more power; for when the sun is in its 
highest altitude we reckon that it then has the greatest power. And per­
haps to this the Sth of Judges may refer, where its said, “ Let them that 
love him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might.” And I am sure 
the Saviour never went forth in his might more than he did when he spoiled 
principalities and powers at Calvary’s cross; when he destroyed all onr sins; 
when he annihilated for ever the curse of the law; when he swallowed up 
death in victory, when he brought life and immortality to light; and when 
he thus accomplished this wondrous warfare, and established a perfection 
marked with his own dignity, his own omnipotence, and his own eternity. 
Here then it is by what Jesus Christ has done in the greatness of his power 
that they are ripened into perfection. Why, I make no hesitation in saying 
that if, at the last moment of a man’s mortal life the Holy Spirit quicken 
that man’s soul, and unite him to this perfection that is in Jesus Christ, 
that man would go into heaven as well ripened for eternal glory as the man 
who might have known the Lord for scores and scores of years. Some 
people think that men become ripened for heaven by a long process. It is 
no such thing. The soul when born of God, and united to the perfection of 
the aear Redeemer it is that perfection that is in Christ to which the soul is 
united; it is this that fits that man to live, because by that finished work of 
„ I God '? thl’tbat fits tbe to die, for by this perfect

in safety; there is no law against such an one;
»Uii k! tfits t0 rise, for when he rises from the dead his resurrection 

V lr acc.ordaVce, Wlth complete work of the Lord Jesus Christ;
IrfeeH™ of I, When thtre sba11 be something unit in th»
In us for God^ r ' tben there sbaU be something

j □ presence; for Christ is to be all in all the old Adam 
maSwhedan^8°ne ?lto&etller; “Behold, I make all things new”

goeth forth in his mie-ht ’’’ A« t ^m be as the sun when

the dead by the blood of the 07^”^
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, tended into heaven, and entered the holy of holies by his own 
j as a7 U also enter the holy of holies by the blood of the Lamb ; 

Mood, ^ey .s [,y eternal mediatorial right, so shall they reign also with 
jjd ashe and mediatorial right. The good fig, then, the good fruit, 
id® e j man is the man that is brought to know enough of his lost and

accept*^1 gQ enlightened as to the way of salvation, that he re- 
ruined condiU , Q^rist in what he has done. There is the fitness, then, 
ceives the Lor • of fitness eternity . if there anything to
and this will o r hr.g(. caQnot bring y0U) you never that thing ;

JuAp anything that this work of Christ cannot conquer, you will 
and if there b . 7 g ttere bg anything that would please God that is not 
never conque , Christ von will never please God. My hearer, that is h“1 " ‘IXX of wXbuU declaration of ble»dn«s wh«ert „ 
not a mere dec aration oi woras §
aid that “ Christ is al and in all. Lhese tnen are ui
will acknowledge; he loves his dea , . gi gataQj the
honour. I cannot offer a greater insult t^ out that he is
faults of the people of God, above Jesus ’reatness be acknowledged; 
unable to save them. Let the Saviours^ ^h us;
“Ascribe ye strength unto our God, sb’oul(i boQoar the
“and this is the will of the Father, wou}d not think of putting
Son even as they honour the Father. rather • but they do talk ot
the sins of men above the mercy of God that there is something
Christ as though he was that help less sort; of P . pergons seem to know 
wmewhere after all will very much baffle him. , strength; if he had 
nothing of his travailing in the greatness o be WOuld never have 
^availed in the strength of the righteousness ■m^ own righteousness,
Wered at all; but he travailed in the str g eternitv; and I ask, wh 
?f his own love, of his own counsels, of his o n ,g perfection, my 
“ liell or on earth can Under him ? Here word with power,

and it is when the. Holy Spirit g .g our ripeness for hea^’ 
'^s us today hold of this perfection, .^ ^nd thing is of 
j^ess for the presence of God. nature are in the ga o
^hast to bitterness. Now all of us p0 bbe holy Pr°P ^at |s 

carnal mind is bitter against • . fellow men. of all
night and day for the good the

% "4 ftey Why, ‘’“f X oU the racks tor2hiOTe to the 
eaQ ’ and sent out of the world at last y reward. forget

an^ inflict upon them. Th forgotten; 7 come into 
them’ i^eu may think these thing poes the , a d every-

God does not forget the) • g0 abou work,
% d’and live a blameless life 5 doLtion of w°r^oUS Hfe? *hhe 
'll man doing no wrong; shewing P , his pre ,, had don > of diseases, and kt last laying dow ? q
'fe, wh7doue without men bitter^’ “1 how

w 18 'eward? Such » the b^doe nH^t carehcj 
Gofl° gainst God abstractedly, Qospe » ,t care ho r 

Niff you don’t love the Ch^ helv be»^
Christ if it is not I * . you XjoJs‘?Vt God’s

fteyes eigl10n if it is not Gods ^ed;the de7^
Qt ^8 gAas fhe first angel that ever God s ts a m 
%&uallthc tighter forit M come .nthotP

61115 let that order of tniu0
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dust, and strips him of every vestige of creature sovereignty, will, or 
power • and then universality of bitterness is manifested against God’s 
truth. ’ So what was the Saviour’s reward ? “ Away with him, away with 
him •’ crucify him.” The bitterness of the carnal mind against the truth as 
it is in Jesus. We live in a day we have such a number of chimney 
corner sailors and feather-bed soldiers that they esteem a little human 
applause, a bit of a sugar plum, or a puff in a magazine, more than they do 
God’s truth and honour. It shews there is an under-current of bitterness 
that has never been rooted out yet; and where the fountains of the great 
deep within have not been broken up, and you have not been brought to 
feel what a poor, vile, loathsome wretch you are; if you are not brought thus 
far, there is an under-current of bitterness, with all your sugar candy pre­
tensions at the top, there is an under current of bitterness that will by and 
bye break out, and you will prove to be a viper, an evil instead of a good 
fig. Now then in thia matter of salvation the Lord roots this bitterness 
out; he will make your own sin bitter to you; he will make the threaten­
ings of his word bitter to you, I mean where he is the teacher, if he mean 
the salvation of your soul; to take your enmity away, and put the sweetness 
of heavenly affection in the place of it, he will put the cup of bitters into 
your hand, and you shall have sip after sip, and sip after sip ; and your life 
shall be bitter to you, your reflections shall be bitter, you feelings shall be 
bitter; and you will indeed say, “ Call me not Naomi; call me Mara; for 
the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.” It is indeed a bitter cup; 
and you will tremble and say, If such the bitterness of the cup; oh, what 
must it be when my soul is hurled into a never ending eternity, amidst the 
thunders of damnation, and the blasphemies of devils; while the breath of 
the Most High, in the eternity of his indignation will keep that brimstone 
and large pile of wood of which you read in Isaiah burning for ever; what 
must be the horrors of such a destiny ? Religion my hearers, is a weighty, 
a personal matter; and if we are strangers to these tremblings, if we are 
strangers to this downward work; we are mere intellectual, frothy profes­
sors ; and our religion, however well we may be pleased with it, and be 
pleased with ourselves on account of it, is after all but a cheat to the soul 
and an insult to God. Now these good figs were sweet, then. When the 
Lord thus makes sin bitter, and self bitter, and his threatenings bitter, ah, 
then you will begin to look with a very different eye upon the Lord Jesus 
Christ; you will begin to creep to this rock for shelter; you will begin to 
sigh and mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son, and be in bitter­
ness as one is in bitterness for his first-born. And as to God’s sovereignty, 
you will make it a personal matter; you will say, Whatever I may say 
against his sovereignty in the damnation of others, I feel that he might 
have sovereignly left me; he would have been righteous in leaving 
damning me to the lowest hell. It will be a personal matter; your mou 
will be shut; down you will come, you will come down to nothing, and less 
tuan nothing. And now what will be the result ? At a time when y°“ 
S aS’ you exPect not> the foundations of your prison
miilhf^ °pen’ y°ur bands will fall off; mercy, hke

dear Redeemer will roll in, and overflow a the 
banks of Gods threatenings, and all the banks of your sins, and all th 
seen an<iyho win°hble8 5 UOt tup of one of thes° mountains shall 
An ’ A? \ more Precious to thy soul than language can describe 
Ah now thou wilt become a heartfelt lover of Christ a heartfelt lovt* t 

of God’8 «lavation7now thou wiltis J® 18 ,love,h’om choice, and not of necessity; tha^
sovereignly, and not subserviently; that he is love eternally, a 
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that he is love immutably, and not capriciously; and thou nt temporalV? t0 God’s eternity, and every word of his grace will be sweet 
® ilt be brought i r tban honey and the honeycomb; and thou wilt 

Tito thy soui’ f Tpsus That is a good fig, then; where the sourness and 
become a lover ot away and the soul ig brougbt in 8Weet affection

the bitterness are ta J thou hateful old fiend that
unto the and would turn us into our original b^
tear us froin, .e +Bnn couldest, but thou canst not do it. Dost thou get 
ness against him 1 Hast thou destroyed Peter’s sweet affection; and

state he was in before.grace took

wept bitterly; butwhile he P f ^n tbe Saviour came and touched 
in hatred to himself. And theret Well tben Satan has not
the soul; “Lovest thou me? Yea, Lor thee back again into
destroyed that sweetness after all, hebthen, are a very 
thine original bitterness. No, I lo suitable person to feed my sheep , 
suitable person to feed my lamps, a 7 Sweet affection to the truth, what 
a very suitable person for me to emp oy. ^-e gee jn nature, a
will it do ? It will do what nothing else can • If tbe ioVe of Christ 
love will do what nothing else can do. an our hearts and sou s.
constrain us, we shall cleave to the t , tbe work of Christ; 
The good figs, then, are those that are P -gall of bitterness, a 
good figs are those who are brought oi gospel; the good figs a
brought into sweet reconcilation to Go y their hearts

that love the gospel, that love God s traU^ to ba the
JI their souls. There is another idea, thM fruits and tat
fnt ripe. Now that is a corresponding id Christ himself is oaUe
Wa; so that it will mean also their people of God in aocordMte
^born, to denote his heirship. And Shall I nam^ tore
^th this character of Christ, are calle which the people
J’toumstances to illustrate this point, und_ d ith freedom, th 
M the first-born ? First freedom ; ciatea
Mus: «Go t0 pharaoh, and say, free.. There
My SOU go;” as he is the first-born,.he mu heir with

? C11rist, and constituted one wi t bim g0 . to a j t bim 
first-born^ and the Lord says to mn, . to .tnbulatmn j

Ro’ law, Let him go ; to death, he js a sinn • ^reedom for that .^k ’ say these Powers> we command h^rr
his o’ \utheisone with my dear Son,, , • Q sUbsistino age than you 
4?^, but on the ground of the rel^n m bgdag 
havo MM and you have no more right to be is free ? pharaoh 
But £ Christen bondage ; let ^f/the matteri settl d degtructl0n, 
Md h/St^0<^’ shall go. And h° b for Phara the more co M i?! Md’s first-born just long of perplexity shah
?PicUon enough to make the s deVil trouble a P salva 
hol<l vo <Just S0 is now ; sin and the devto make^ there

'SS:-h isss ASShs
Ms MStnot come too soon, bcca^^ an

H as thine own salvation
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about the one will accomplish the other, and then fulfil the declaration 
“ The Egyptians whom ye have seen to day ye shall see no more for ever’’ 
What, say you, all this about a ripe fig ? Ah, but see what figs they arg. 
they belong to the tree of life; a heavenly tree; a tree whose leaf shall 
never wither, whose root shall always live, whose branches shall never 
droop, and whose fruit shall be perennial; the tree is never barren. Again 
this pre-eminence is associated not only with freedom, but also with entire 
reconciliation to God. Jeremiah xxxi. “ They shall come with weeping;” 
a sinner does too, that comes after mercy ; “ and with supplications will p 
lead them ; I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters,” the truths 
of the gospel are rivers of water; “in a straight way, wherein they shall not 
stumble;” and pray what straight way is that? Christ Jesus the Lord; no 
other straight way; he has made everything straight. Where you were 
everything was crooked; but as soon as you are brought to Christ Jesus all 
is straight. Ah, that trouble I had, I would not have been without it. 
What a wonderful God is our God; how skilful his hand, how abundant his 
mercy, how intense his love, how constant his care, how infalliable his pa- 
tience. Ab, Jesus hath made everything straight; mercy and truth have 
met together; righteousness embrace each other; everything is straight; 
straight for time and straight for eternity ; straight for life and straight for 
death ; we shall not stumble. Do you want to know the secret ? “ For I 
am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my first-born ;” the first ripe fig. So 
then you have the freedom on the ground of this heirship. And pray how 
came we by this heirship ? First of Ephesians, as well as many other 
scriptures, will tell you. Then we are brought into this straight way on 
the same ground. “I am a father to Israel.” What, before they come with 
weeping? Yes. What, before they began to thirst for these rivers of 
water? Yes. What before they are brought into this straight way? 
Yes. This is nothing else but the manifestation of covenant relation­
ship. “I am a father to Israel, and Ephrahim is my first-born.” 
Ah, say some, there is one thing that is a comfort to me this morning, that 
in all you have said, and with all your love to election—and you like to 
teaze people with that sometimes—you cannot get to that this morning, 
your doctrine of the first-born will not carry you to that, we shall get on 
without that. Don’t you begin to boast too soon. Hebrews xii.: “Th® 
church of the first-born, which are written in heaven.” There it is, you see; 
you began too soon, you thought you were going to have a sermon without 
that, this morning, did you ? “ The church of the first-born, which are 
written in heaven.” So they are written there; and we are assured they 
were written there before the foundation of the world, and the Scripture 
sheweth us, that their names were inscribed in that eternal book from ever­
lasting. Thus then, this first ripe signifies the pre-eminent position they 
occupy: freedom, reconciliation, eternal security. Their names are writte 
in heaven. What doesit mean? A great many things; but among others, 
it means that they must be there. If your name is written in hell, y°“ 
must be there, as sure as you are a man, you must. If you are not inC^u^ 
in the twelve tribes, whose names are inscribed upon the heavenly J 
you will never enter into those gates, you will never seek to enter io, J_ 
will never cry for mercy; you will live in blindness, enmity, and carol6 _' 
•ness, and so you will die, and be lost to all eternity. God grant that su 
may not be the lot of any here. While I thus speak closely and
I speak not in enmity, but I speak in love. I feel deeply for those to 
know not God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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. tltid# tb' fall into the hands of the ,
mercy it is to be brought to know our nefeftWhat 

0 u08? fje truth in the love thereof. This would ff d of chnst, and 
to , nart of my subject, to point out to you the falkn^6 aU °PP°rtu* the professing world in ourd^V^^^ °f fhat 
?5 «d«8 Mt “““ that £ a common sayinf N™

3 gi™y»" “ ““‘T *° you,tlle of that kind of 
Zing. ■» thl“ “^e,^ 01 .you have a prophet whose name

Hananiah, and he told the people that m two years, the yoke of Nebo- 
Ldnezzar should be broken, that he should be defeated, and that all the 
captives should return, and everything be put right. Now mind, this 
Hananiah spake in the name ot Jehovah—he spake in the name of the Lord. 
Jeremiah,- on the contrary, declared it should not be so—that Nebuchad­
nezzar should succeed; and, as you know, he did succeed, and that the 
captivity, so far from terminating at the end of two years, should not termi­
nate till seventy years. But what was the result ? The false prophet’s 
testimony was approved and followed. And what followed upon that ?— 
The destruction of the people. And what followed upon those that believed 
the testimony of Jeremiah ?—They were saved, they were taken care of, they 
were preserved from destruction. Now, both Jeremiah and Hananiah spake 
in the name of the Lord, only they preached two opposite doctrines; they 
that followed the false doctrine, though in the name of the same God, were 
destroyed: those that followed the true doctrine were saved ? This is a 
great matter, depend upon it. If my soul is believing a lie, though I receive 
itm the name of Christ, and profess to receive it from him, and profess to 
wve him, yet that false doctrine concerning him, and concerning God’s 
w, and concerning my destiny, will lead me wrong, and will land me 
®f t th^ e^erna^ ruln> unless Cod open my eyes, and lead me in the way

I have not time to finish my subject this morning, and so I shall not 
’ jP* >’ I shall therefore just give way to one more remark here, for 
bach j.^ui^ance- bet us transpose ourselves, if we can, for a moment, 
the I i t age, with your present sentiments, (I speak to you that know 
aaon °rA‘~that know the truth,) which do you think you would have been 
or t?’. ,se that followed Hananiah, the false prophet and were destroyed, 
Would? Allowed Jeremiah, the true prophet? I know where you 
Uriah ‘^^een ’ Jou would just go on and read the 31st chapter of 
boe8 not^?8 there a hi$her Calvinist to be found all through

famiP kd’chapter begin with sovereignty?—4 I will be e
MinJ °f Israel.” Does not the chapter then, step inwith discr m- 
J e 4'? P"“ The Pe°Pfo which were left of the sword found gratin 
U Ptephet^h ’ eVeU -Israe1’ When 1 W®nt ^Sove^ Does he not then 

into th1 n steP ln with the eternity of God s lo' c. $ the
^^th God’S new covenant, aud does h ^1

W thi covenant ? Why, say you, if J had oeen °doctrine8 
be? of God G knowledge that I have, I should have d j
J lleve Vo„ And if you had not that knowledge, as t d

he)jev W.°,uld have been with Hananiah ; you w does jn his
talking in the e^trav „ fun, aud moon, 

^s, ana^r^’ declaring as he does m eficc , break up easier than
cou]d a^ constitution of the universe, J Petrine, you

Ve lost for whom Christ died Is have loUowd
naaiah a ?o! You know you hate it: the' j delusion, then, to say it

’ and not Jeremiah. I say it a fataI d6 ‘
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does not matter about doctrine; it does not matter about doctrine: “ To the 
word and to the testimony, if they speak not according to this, it is because 
there is no life in them.”

II. Now I will say just awordor two upon tribulation, and then I must 
close. “ So will I acknowledge them that are carried away captive of 
Judah, whom I have sent out of this place, into the land of the Chaldeans 
for their good.” This captivity must have been a great tribulation to the 
people of God, but not so great as you might imagine, not so great in one 
sense, for this reason. The state of things when the captivity took place, 
stood thus: that a lover of the truth dare not to shew his head that they 
put to death all they could that were lovers of the truth. Hence, they tried 
several times to put Jeremiah and Barak to death, but then the Lord kept 
them alive. And so, if you had lived at that day, and had held the truth, 
they would have tried to have put you to death; and if you had any pro­
perty, it would be reckoned unlawful for you to hold it, because of the 
dangerous doctrines you held. They would have come to you and said, you 
are a dangerous character, you endanger the whole community; we have, at 
a very great expense, put up a very beautiful image just by the altar of the 
Lord, and you would do away with that; we have gone to great expense in 
having the walls of the temple done over with beautiful creatures, instead 
of the plain simplicity that existed before; we have gone to a great expense 
in getting sisters of mercy, walking about in habiliments of woe—so that the 
sisters of mercy now, are only successors of some of the old servants of the 
devil, you see. And therefore, they would not permit you to have any 
property, nor to have your liberty, and they would say, if you are not quiet, 
you shall not have your life. So therefore, you see that after this great 
affliction, the captivity was not so tribulatory as it would have been without 
it. And so the Lord often prepares us for a little tribulation, by bringing 
us into a great one. Everybody knows, that if a man is in great bodily 
agony, that agony gives him courage to undergo an operation, that he could not 
undergo with such courage, were he not to hope for release from that agony. 
So here, these persons, their lives were made so wretched, worse perhaps 
than their ancestors’ lives were made in Egypt, that it gave them intense 
courage to fall away to the Chaldeans, to put themselves under the protec­
tion of Nebuchadnezzar, because God had promised them that he would pro­
tect them there, and he did protect them there, kept them as the apple of his 
eye. Now, what they suffered in one place, prepared them to give up what, 
without those sufferings, they would not like to give up, namely, their native 
land, the place where they had been brought up. Just so now’, my hearer, 
it the Lord does not intend you to stop where you are in providence, he will 
another'„mtolerable y°u> they persecute you in one city, flee to

“ God moves in a mysterious wav
Ai, . t , His wonders to perform.”
XtWsrS«? n°lSeT h07 bea^tifully our text accords with the 
that is tho rmnri f aS r '6 b°r(l says> this captivity was for their good, 
ft! dhMP d°fi tbosothat loved him, so the apostle savs “We know 
clusio^ tnS goodmark this, and I 3 you in con-
tW D k P^bcular notice of what I am going to sav now—“ We know 
S 1” S“d to dLt £v° S” Comp® that
a y a°d" And now look: theO»d
that is the SSl g J S PurPose- “ Whom he did foreknow, 
i» the GoS ;8.“dh’ the God ‘ “he ’ ^5
It is for their gooJd ™ ™ * th G°d 5 he ^orified,” that is the God-
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