




















304 THE LIVING WORD.

fully at the Bible. The Emperor of Austria, in his own heart, would
glad to see the Bible in his dominions, but he does mnot at present dare t,
sanction it. The other Emperor, nearer home, the Emperor of the French
he, in his own heart, would be glad to see the Bible the religion of hi;
people. Why, these despots begin to look round, and they say, We cannot
think how it is that these English are unconquerable. The great seeret of
it all is the Bible. It was a good act of our Qucen, when an African prinee
wanted to know the secret of her vast power, she sent him a Bible, and told
him that was the secret of the whole; and so it is. When the holy child
Jesus, therefore, is brought forth in the ministry of the word, there is life
in it, for he is the life ; there is light in it, for he is the light ; there is sal-
vation in it, for he is the salvation; there is liberty in it, for he is the
liberty ; there is God in it, for “in him dwelleth all the fulness of the God-
head bodily.” How contemptible are all the mummeries of human inven-
tion when set by the side of the God-man Mediator, Christ Jesus, who hath
swallowed up death in victory, and brought life and immortality to light.
There is therefore entire enmity between Satan and the woman ; agree they
never can and never shall. But also, “I will put enmity between thy seed
and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”
Mark the difference between the two. The Saviour bruises Satan’s head;
the Saviour meets Satan straightforward, honourably, honestly, openly, on
the ground of righteousness and truth.’ * But Satan does not dare face any
one, and so he comes behind, nibbles at the heel, tries to trip you up. And
hence théy have their secret confessionals, and a great many secret ways of
doing business; that is devil all over, you may depend upon it ; if there is
something in my religion that I am ashamed for any one el.se to know, you
may depend upon it the devil is in that, for it is just like him. S'o he was
to bruise the Saviour’s heel ; he could not come forwarr]: and face him. énd
you will never find, all through the Bible, that the devil ever does anything
in his own name, he docs it in borrowed names, in borrowed rob.es, none of
them his own. Not so with the Lord Jesus Christ; he was stralghtf?rward
in what he did ; and so is real religion now. But then look at the victory ;
Satan must be conquered, It shall bruise thy head.” And how true this
is. The head of the scrpent there must not .be taken literally, but ﬁf}lll
ratively; we must understand it to mean hlS' tyranny. And then : 1'e
head there must be understood regally; it will mean any fg're“t fr“ er
We know that sin is a great ruler; and we know that delu.suonh(_) bﬁ?
kind is a great ruler. And there may be persons to symbohsebt Hls < his
of error; as the Pope, for instance, is the image of or symbolise -
- ‘s that Christ shall over
system. Now, bruising the head, therefore, means o
y ; d in the way of the salvation 0
turn all these tyrannical powers that stand yort s mornizg:
his people. So when a poor sinner is brought, as I have said t 5 o the
to know where he is as & sinner, and to see the Lord Jesus Chris















